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SOUTHDOWN AERO 
SERVICES LTD 

The Leading Edge In Glider Tc hnology. 

MORE NEWS FROM SOUTHDOWN 
Here at Southdown over 

the past coupie of months 
we have been 

exceptionally busy, not 
only with repairs to your 

gliders but more 
improvements have been 
made to our workshops. 

Our main composite bay 
has been completely 

refinisheu including new 
floors , ceilings and walls. 

Also, the addition of 
humidity control proviues 
the best repair t~lcilities for 

all composite repairs. 

In addition we have 
purchased a new curing 

oven. This oven is 
computer controlled and 
provides a chart read out 
to show that composite 
repairs have been cured 

for the correct time and at 
the correct temperature. 

Next time YOll are at 
Lasham don't forget the 

Pilot Shop is open 
seve n days a wee k. 

Mon-Fri 
9am-Spm 

Saturday 
9am-lpm 

Sunday 
lOam-Noon 

FACIUTIES 

SPRAY SHOP 

AUTOCLAVE 

C OF A INSPECTIONS 

GLIDER 
IMPORTATION 

REFINISHING 

ALL C6MPOSITE 
WORK 

COMPETITION SEALS 
AND VINYL 
LETTERING 

STOCKIST OF 
INSTRUMENTATION 

AND GENERAL 
AVIATION 

ACCESSORIES 

LOCKYEARS FARM STRIP GUIDE 
In stock is the latest edition of the Lockyears farm strip and private airfield guide. 

This publication details all those essential field strips should you need to lanel 
out this season. 

ANOTHER FmST FORSOUTHDOWN 
Watch this space in the next edition of ailplan and lidin J f .. th . announce

ment of anothcr firSt for a glider repaircr. 

nee again southdown are Ieadin lh way in aviatioll tc hnolngy. 
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Flight test: DG-1000 

Jochen Ewald fl ies the new 
two-seater from DG that aims 
to challenge Schempp-Hirth's 
Duo Discus 

Adventures in the Alps 

In the second part of 
Guy Westgate's travels 
with his DG-400 and 
toothbrush, he has arrived 
in the Alps 
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on the net 

Alex Latty describes the web 
weather station that ca n help 
with your questions about 
conditions at the c lub 
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News of British victory in 
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from the second World Air 
Games in Spain 

Soaring Australia 

Mel Eastburn exp lai ns how to 
get wizard soaring in Oz, with 
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an account of a typical flight, 
and a description of the 
wea ther you ca n expect 
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New world champion Steve Jones, of Lasham Gliding Society, 
team·flew wilh Dave Watt In the 18-Metre worlds, held along· 
side the World Class worlds at Lillo, Spam, this June, From 14 
contest days in two classes, Brits took seven day wins 
(Steve in Chris Garton's Ventus: the White Planes picture co.) 

Federation Aeronaulique tnternaltonale 

News 
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Wally Lombard; Davi~ Willi<lms; 

Mike Wood; Tim l'vlacladyen; 

Nev ann Lynn Cawtc; 

Paul Sheffield; Pa t Ladd 
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Double blow for Dutch 
FROM 2003. gliders may not be allowedFrom the BGA Chairman 

FOLLOWING his success as the European 
'I S-Melre champi on las l summer, I dill 

delighled to see on the web thi s evening 
(J une 3()) that Steve jones has won the World 
A ir Gam l 8-metre titl e at Lillo in Spain in 
a convinc ing performance over seven days, 
Dave \l\Ia lt came 7th and had it not been for 
miss ing one TP would have been up there 
w ith Steve. 

Sa rah Steinberg (nee Harl and) came 5th in 
the Worl d Class (PW-S) after leading at one 
stage. Th is was a superb achievement as the 
only Bri tish ntr )' aga inst experi enced PW-5 
pil ots and tea m fly ing, and particularly as 
she was se lf-funded. 

At hOllle, lhe tou t-and-mouth crisis has 
been a se ri ous d isrup tion to normal activi 
ti es thi s season, but I am glad the Exec utive 
was ab le to relax the cross-co untry ban 
full y at the begi nning of june for a large 
part of Eng land, fo ll owing the sa me for 
Scotl and north of the Clyde-Forth valley in 
May. Two competiti ons "vent ahead in june 
w ith no reports of problems, and pilots are 
fl y ing cross-country - albeit w ith due cau
ti on, I hel ieve, to avo id landouts where 
poss ible. I should like to thank the move
ment fo r its forbeara nce and compli ance 
w ith the ban. There is no doubt our volun
tary act ions have been very well rece ived at 
nati onal leve l by the NFU, the CLA and 
government. 

O f course it WJS Sod's law that th e weath 
er was quite good for gliding in Apr il and 
M av. But th e ba llo lni sts haven't flown at II 
in t'h ~' U K since Februdl,)" ilnd hang-gliders 
have been severely r "str icted. Except th ose 
clubs caught in the in fecled areas, we have 
got off quite lightl y. 

Your editor's rati oning of space keeps thi s 
pi ec hort. So, bri efl y, th e five-yea r BGA 
Strategic Pl an was d I iverecl to the Sports 
Counc il in june; the te hni ca l expos iti on for 

Low-interest loans for UK gliding clubs 

TH E PHILIP W ills M emori I Fund, 
forilled in 1978, ex ists to make secured 
loans to BGA c lubs to help fund their 
capital pro jects and is administe red by 
joan Cloke, Dick Dixon, Keith M ansel l, 
Barry Ro lfe and Ch ri s Simpso n as 
Trustees. 

At a recent meet ing of the Tru,tees 
Chri s Simpson res igned as their chail'man 
(a pos ition he had held si nce the Fund's 
formation ) but contin ues JS J Trustee. 

Hitherto, loans made to cl ubs have 
been only for the purchase of land or 
buildings but the Trustees w ill now also 
consider appli cati ons for loa ns towards 
lhe purchase of equi pment such as 
gliders and w inches. 

Currentl y the Fund has some £1 51,000 
- of w hich £29,000 is loaned to cl ubs 
leav ing around £1 22,000 ava ilab le for 
further loans. 

The Trustees are keen for more of the 
Fund 's resources to be employed for th e 
good of the gliding movement. 

Loans typi ca ll y are repayab le over five 
or ten years. 

The interest rate on nevv loa ns has been 
reduced from 5 per cent to 3 per cent. If 
you r club needs a loan towJrds proposed 
cap ital expenditure please consider the 
Fund JS a possibl e source of fin ance. 
Enquiries should be made to BJrry Ro lfe 
at the BGA. 

Keith Mansell, Chairman ofTrustees 
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Which of these worfd-beaters is congratulating the 

other? Club Class World Champion Pete Masson. left, 

shakes hands at the BGA AGM last February with 

Steve Jones, then the European 15-Metre Champion, 

now also the World 18-Metre Champion 

the BGA's delegated maintenance of motor
gliders and certJ in tugs, negoti ated w ith the 
CAA, is in its final consultati on phase; Jnd 
we plan a fourth ChJirmen's Conference on 
October 27 at Husbands Bo worth. The 
main topi c fo r consu ltation w il l be a com 
plete overhaul 01 BGA Lc ws and Ru les, but 
we also hope to revisit importan t marketing 
issues for cl ubs . 

After a successful meeting w ith Kate Hoey 
MP last August, foll owing the electi on we 
have to start again as we have J new 
Iv\inister of Sport, Ri chard CJborn . 

Have a good summer - w hat rcmai ns of it ! 

David Roberts, Chairman 
d.g. roberts~P lineone. net 

above 1,50Oft in The Netherlands, due to a 
lack of suitable transponders as required by 
the Dutch Aviation Authority. Dutch pilots 
hope to negotiate a transitional arrangement. 
They are also being asked not to stray into 
Belgium, where usable airspace for gliding is 
very limited, Errors could threaten even the 
limited airspace available. Comp pilots face 
disqualification if they go wrong (Thermiek) 

OSTIV call for papers 
OSTIV will hold its XXVII Congress from 
December 13-20, 2001 in Mafikeng, South 
Africa, at the site of the 27th World Gliding 
Championships. All members are invited to 
send in papers or nominations for the OSTIV 
Plaque. For details and the call for papers, 
email/.m.m.boermans @lr.tudelft.nl 

Top French pilot dies 
FRANCE'S Gilbert Gerbaud, 1993 World 
Champion at Borlange, Sweden, died on 
May 24 in a Nimbus 30M. The 48-year-old 
was on a gliding holiday in the USA with 
Swiss pilot Eddy Naef, who was also killed . 
An investigation is under way. (Vol a Voile) 

New bookmark fO'- records 
The records section of the FAI website has 
been improved. New options include viewing 
performances per pilot or glider. Bookmark 
the new page: http://records.fai.orglgJiding 

Soaring in Florida 
LEADING American pilots Tom Knauff and 

Karl Striedieck are to join Chris Rollings to 

run gliding courses in Florida this winter. See 

www.milehighgJiding.com for more details. 


Bugwipers for wind turbines? 
DUTCH researchers have solved a 15-year 

mystery: why wind turbines suffer a drop in 

performance when the wind is stronger. 

Dead insects accumulate on the blades, to 

little effect in light winds. But when the wind 

picks up, the bugs cause a drop in output. 

Sounds familiar. (Spotted on www.bbc.co.uk 

by Mike Miller-Smith) 


Round the world in 90 days ... 
An amazing 45,000km flight in a Super 
Ximango (AMT-200S) began on June 25 
when South American Gerard Moss took off 
from Sorocalba, Brazil. He hopes to achieve 
the flight, a first for a motorglider, in 90 days/ 
300hrs (www.glidingmagazine.com) 

... and flying after 90 years 

Cotswold GC has discovered a new market 

for gliding: the over-90s. Residents of a 

Gloucester care home are following the lead 

of Grace Nunan (see p53) . Irene Hale, 91, 

Brenig Owen, 93, and 96-year-old Peggy 

Barrett, born as the Wright Brothers made 

their first flights, planned to fly at Aston 

Down in July. (Spotted by Peter Ful/et) 
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RICHARD Noble (fa r left) presents Graham Garner 

with a CAA General Avia tion Safety Award Silver 

Medal and Certificate at the RAF Club in May. 

Graham, from Walston, near Coventry, was one of 

six finalists , At the age of 20, and with 2hrs 14min 

experience as pI, he dealt with a ballast weight's 

jamming of the control column and rudder pedals, and 

carried out a safe landing, For his account of the 

experience, see Bolt from the blue on page 61, 

The CAA safety scheme, now in its seventh year, 

recognises people within UK GA whose outstanding 

airmanship, practical skills, quick thinking and common 

sense have averted serious or fatal accidents, The 

winner, Ian Middleton of Lincolnshire, shepherded a 
lost student pilot in another aircraft to safety 

Memories of World War II 

IT'S A june morning on an airfield some
where in England, writes Bel rry Furness, The 
sun is up but there's a chill in the air, G liders 
are picketed around the airjie ld - the co rl y 
morning clew still glistening on their wings, 
Standing around quietl y are groups of young 
men, a certai n tension hanging over them , 
At the sou nd oj engines wa rmin g up, pilots 
move in st inctively towards wa iting aircraft. 

Sgt Douglas john ("Gri ff') Griffiths, 'A' 
Squadron Glider Pilot Reg iment, checks hi s 
parachute without thinking - his mind is 
elsewhere, It's june 6, He tightens the straps, 
then c limbs into his glider. His destination? 

In 1944, it was Normandy; a yea r later, it 
was Arnhem; his glider was a Horsa, 

And 57 years on Griff Gr iffiths went 
through the same preparations, This time, 
though, the 80-year-old was fly ing as a pe r
sona l tribute to all wartime glider pilots, 
many of whom gave their life in the cause of 
freedom, A poignant moment, and even th e 
sLispicion of a tea r in members' eyes, as Griff 
flew the two-s ater Grob 104 low over th e 
flag pol es atTibenham, with their Union flag 
and the Stars and Stripes flutter ing alongside 
each other in recognition of the men o j both 
nations who fl ew from here, 

On landing, Griff was unusuall y quiet. 
After a reflective moment he just said: 
"Thanks - I'd like to be ab le to do this on the 
60th anniversary", 

At Sa ltby airfield, mea nwhile, someone 
who didn't get airborne in the war has at last 
achieved hi s ambition, Buckminsler GC 

WE'D LIKE to correct a potentially misleading 
impression given in the article Learn from 
past tragedies on p60 of the June-July edi
tion, The accident referred to under the head
ing Collision during comps was 
primarily due to each pilot being in the other's 
blind spot. This raises several interesting 
points about safety while thermalling, which 
we hope to address in a future issue, 

Helen Evans, Editor 
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informs us, In 1943, 
schoo lboy D ona ld 
Steward was in a 
H o rsa that would 
take Briti sh and 
Polish troops to 
Arnhem, His hopes 
o f a fI ight w ere 
dashed when an 
exerc ise wa declared, But after Don offered 
Buckminster GC a 1944 aeri al photograph 
of the airiield, they lea rned of his frustrated 
ambition, 

Chairman Neil Rathbone (above, with 
Don) sa id: "We just couldn 't res ist giving 
Don a fli ght, whi ch he enjoyed, but more 
importantly members started talking to him 
about their stories, documents Jnd memora
bili a". Now the cl ub is launching an airfield 
hi story group, Anyon e w ho has stories, 
doc umen ts o r memorabilia can email Don: 
don vers@btinlernet,com 

• Volunteers, including ATC members are to 
build a full-size replica of a Hors3 at RAF 
ShawbUlY far static display elt RAF Cas(orc/ 

Don't miss out 
NOTE February 23, 2002 in your 
diaries, as this is the date of the next 
BGA Conference. Following on from 
the success of recent years, it will 
host many famous names in aviation, 
and in 2002 will include speakers 
such as Paul MacCready and Brian 
Lecomber. With more names in the 
pipeline, watch out for future issues 
of S&G when we will be announcing 
the full programme. 

By popular demand we will be 
returning to the Eastwood Hall 
Conference Centre near Nottingham. 
To save disappointment you can 
book your accommodation now by 
calling the Centre on 01773 532532. 

THE LATEST gliding victim of foot-and
mouth is the Northern Regionals. See p9 for 
a revised comps calendar and p13 for the 
situation as we went to press, For any later 
developments, see www.gliding.co.uk 

WE ARE sorry to report the death in a glider 
crash of Mike Carter, while flying his Kestrel 
from Husbands Bosworth, in June, A BGA 
investigation is ongoing, 

IN HIS post-election reshuffle, Tony Blair 
transferred transport responsibilities from 
John Prescott, who remains deputy prime 
minister, to trade and industry secretary 
Stephen Byers, Former defence minister 
John Spellar is transport minfster, replacing 
Lord McDonald, Kate Hoey has been 
replaced as Sports Min ister by Richard 
Caborn (WWw. number1 Q,gov, uk) 

FOLLOWING the RAeC Trust's conference 

Flying For Youth (see page 12) a discussion 

group and websitlitt,are being created, To 

join , tel/fax: 0207 603 3133 or email Fred 

Marsh at chairman @royalaeroclubtrust,org, 

or see www.royalaeroclubtrust,org 


IF YOU'RE an instructor who would like to 

help out at Connel GC in Scotland, read on, 

"The area must be one of the most beautiful 

and the flying some of the most demanding 

and satisfying that can be had," says 

Scottish pilol AI Eddie, If you're interested in 

running a course or two up there , contact 

CFI Alex Fleming via al.eddie@lineone.net 


BARGAIN books available from the Vintage 

GC sales department include Slingsby 

Sailplanes at £25 and German Air Attache 

- the Peter Riedel Story at £13. Add £1 for 

UK p&p for each and order from VGC Sales, 

22 Elm Avenue, WATFORD WD19 4BE, UK 

or tel 01923 241924, 


UK AIRPORTS last year handled 180 million 

passengers, an increase of seven per cent 

over 1999, according to CAA figures, This 

figure is much in line with the general 

increase over the last 50 years, There was 

rapid expansion in Stansted (26%), Luton 

(18%), London City (14%) for the London 

area, and Prestwick (29%), Cardiff (15%) 

and Southampton (14%), (www.caa,co,uk) 


WINNER of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery's 

June draw was WEJ Pottinger (£54 ,00) . 

The runners-up (each winning £10 ,80) were: 

A Jacobs; A Thomas; G Cole; A Galbraith; 

and J Pretty, Winner of the May draw was 

B Waters (£54,00), The runners-up (each 

winning £10,80) were: A Jacobs; S Knox; 

R Ashurst; J Stanley; and D Shepherd, 
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Do you know anyone within the General Aviation 

community whose good airmanship has averted a 

fut 
win

serious incident or possibly fatal accident during 2001? 

The General Aviation Safety Awards are presented to individuals and organisations in the UK to recognise their good 

airmanship or practical skills and abilities when faced with potentially serious incidents directly related to flying . Anyone 

involved in UK general aviation may be nominated - pilots, instructors, engineers, aircraft operators and air traffic control staff. 

Nominees should be over 16 years of age and may be either individuals or organisations. Please note that only 'one-off' 

incidents will be considered. The selection committee regrets that it cannot consider awards for life-long service to aviation. 

Nomination form for CAA Safety Awards 2001 Closing date for nominations 17 December 2001 

Nominee's Contact Details: Name: 


Address : 


Telephone number: 


Brie·f details of reason for nomination: Description of incident: 


----_ . ..._.. ._..__... 

Continue on separate sheet if required 

Your Contact Details: Name:_ ._..._.._.... 


Address: _ 


Telephone number: Signature: Date: 


How to return this form to the eAA: By Fax: 020 7379 4784. By Post: Civil Aviation Authority. Corporate Communications Dept. eM House (K1011. 45-59 Kmgsway. 
London WC2B 6TE (photocopies are acceptable!. Alternatively you can visit our web site wwwsrg_caa_co_uk/ga/award_asp - and fdlln the form online. 
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WinPilot + VolksLogger + 850 or LX5000 

Flight Computer + Moving Map +Task 
management +Navigation +Thermal 
Mapping +View IGC files +Airspace 
warnings +Ground Feature Map 

T olJch erTlf:ty space Touch for IfI,,~n menu S~a!e - TOlX"h or ZOOM 

Land~;ble TP 
Touch for deta3,-3 +55 

-Glidepat h lrit1!CatOf ::=::: D.o 

..!!..if~p~ce L5tlel3 
Touch for aete.:I! 

Q 1-20kmj 
I 54_______.. 

~"",,,~~::!-:-:::::II 

Advanced £270 needs GPS (NMEA) +vat 

Pro £340 needs Borgelt B50/ LX5000 +vat 

www.crabcom.demon.co.uk 

to PAN 1Cr~en 

Nonl&ndable TP 
Touch tOf details 

.A.lIto Zoom at TP 

T.sW lines ...~ h 
51:-'lt and~O(t 

.1!.rriVSI LabE!L~ 
Touch TC( (k-,t a~::: 

N.A,V Boxe-;i. 
((onl,gu'_) 

... WinPilot now supports COMPAQ iPaq and LX5000 ... 
WinPilot is the next generation instrument. It is the most powerful glider computer 
software available, providing a friendly user interface with a fast, high resolution, 
touch sensitive display. It uses palm-sized computers Compaq iPaq, Aero 1550 . 
WinPilot Pro Combined with an IGC VolksLogger and a Borgelt B50 or LX500 
Vario creates an incredibly powerful platform on which any option found in today's 
flight computers, and many new ones can be implemented. 

Borgelt B50 £599 +vat 
• smooth , responsive , quicker centering 
• extremely zero stable vario - rely on it 
• different speed-to-f1y and vario sounds 
• clear, unambiguous displays 
• installation is easy - no flasks 
• analogue display size - 57 or 80mm 
• Wiring harness for link to Win Pilot pro 

VolksLogger £519 +vat 

• IGC Logger, clear GPS nav. Display 
• incl all cables and software 
.25 hours logging at 10 sec intervals 
• FAI task declarations and GOTO function 
• BGA2000 waYPoints supplied 
• Download flights ! Link to WinPilot Adv, Pro 

GarMax £56.50 +pp+vat -2001 UK Airspace moving map for Garmin GPS 
Still ~most cost effective and com~te gliding TP and movillg map available I! 

e Crabb Computing 
_ 3 Salford Close, Welford, Northants NNA.6JJ 

Tel: +44 (~) 1.858575665 Fax: +44 (0) 1858575590 
CRABB E-Mail: wlnpllot@crabcom.demon.co.uk 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 

The largest Sailplane Insurance 


Agency in the UK 

Service with Security 

Our Policies now include free airside coverage for your car and 
your syndicate members cars 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 
01420 88664 General Enquiries or 

Terry Joint 01420 88700 (Mobile 078027(8670) • Bernadette Pollard 01 42088706 

Facsimile 01420 542003 


Joint Aviation Services Ltd 

No.8 Old Aylesfield Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants. GU34 4BY 


Or visit our website @ hnp://wwwJoint.co.uk • Or emailjoint.aviation@virgin.net 
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Your letters 

Strong views on turbos 
TH ERE are some strongly-held views about 
turbo sailplanes- both for and aga inst. But 
where can anyone in the UK get unbiased 
advice about buying and using them? 

The top pundits usually on ly ever I,md out 
in competitions. This group, however, is 
only a tiny percentage of the UK glidi ng 
population. The comment that: "the engine 
is on ly there to save you from the field land
ing that would not have been necessary 
without th e weight of the engine" has been 
common advice to those contemplating the 
purchase of a turbo, along with lots of other 
ill-informed commen ts. 

About 80 per cent of new Schempp-Hirth 
sai lplanes have engines. LS and Schleicher 
are expand ing into the turbo era. Turbo LS8s 
are ava il ab le an d I am waiting for a turbo 
ASW 28 . Some insurers recognise the 
benefits of turbos and give very good rates, 
but the excess is doubled for field landing 
accidents! All competitions in Germany ilnd 
ilCroSS the world allow turbos and self
launchers without penalties. 

There have, however, been some very 
serious acc idents, which are attributable to 
the add itional workload placed on the pilot 
during the field landing phase, and these 
need to be addressed. 

There is a decision-making process 
required to abandon the start Jnd manage 
the field landing with engine erected 
while trying to ca rry out a successful field 
landin g. All safely mililageab le if well 
understood and antic ipated. 

We have no stat istics for the number of 
slow/failed engine starts or th' r asons for 
them. Th e BGA Flight Safety Committee 
might cons ider gathering this information to 
help us reduce future problems. 

The SGA's coach i ng operat ion cou ld pro
vide turbo guidanc and hands-on training 
w ith its own turbo two-seater. It would 
undoubted ly attract utilisation as wel l as 
enabling c luh instructors to have first-hand 
experien e of the thought processes and 
ski lls required to operate a turbo sai lplane 
safely and to best advantage. The SGA 
would be seen to be promot ing a reduction 
in field land ings. 

On the subject of reduc ing the number of 
field landings, the current camp rul es in the 
UK for turbos/self-launchers are forcing field 
landings which would be wholly avo idable. 
With the cr isis in our countryside, how can 
the SGA justify this? Perhaps it is time to 
ex tend the turbo trial to all UK comps. 
Bernie Morris, HIGH WYCOMBE, Bucks 

Pilot numbers: if it ain't bust 
IN 1964 gliding was about the only 
' inexpensive' means of getting airborne. 
Around 10,000 people in the UK chose to 
and for many years the number held near 
that level. No-one select.ed thi s figure or 
tried to change it; it cou ld have been 8,000 
or 12,000. That yeilr was notable for two 
developments: '1,0')0,000 babies were born 
in the UK lind a pltrticular pharrwlCeutical 
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was introduced which was to have a pro
found effect on popUlation numbers (for a 
famil y mag, I blush about further detJil). 

Over the next decade, family econom ics 
due to oil-price hikes stemming from 
Middle-East wars and a two-year doubling 
in house prices helped get the annual birth 
rilte falling to less than 600,000. As the 1964 
arrivals grew older, from 1970 schools hJd 
empty seats ilnd, after 1982, the universities 
saw falling intakes. They are now 35 (ish ) 
and we see lIirlines increasingly short of 
pilots and learn that the one other major 
pilot-employer is recruiting abroad! 

The UK annual birth rate has never since 
approdched the 1964 value. In 2000 it was 
down to a new low of 510,000 so the 
number of under-3')s conti nues its down
ward trend. 

Also, rival ai rsports like hang-g liding, 
microlighting and parasailing are now 
available and gettin g a further 1 S,OOO-plus 
pilots off the ground at comparable costs. 

By 2000, we saw the number of glider 
pilots had drifted down to -8,500. Given the 
35 -yea r trends in birth-rate (halved) and 
available rival airsport act ivity levels 

5' 
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Motors in gliders generate emotions as well as power. 

See Strong views on turbos. top left 

(lpproaching double th e number gliding), it 
might be observecl th at this 15 per cent fall 
in our numbers is far less than we might 
expect and perhaps is an indication of the 
success of ou r marketing efforts! 

If thi s is anywhere near the case, we might 
just find th at it is over-coercion which is 
leading to the high drop-out rates we seem 
to be experiencing. 

I hope all this evidence does not spoi I th e 
debate. 
Tony Gee, MARLOW, Buckinghamshire 

More power to glider pilots 
WITH reference to the ongoing discussion 
on recruitmen t and retention of glider pilots, 
I wonder whether there would be any prac
ti ca l way of seducing aspiring PPLs into 
using gliding as the best entry route. I have 
always maintained that glider pilots make 
better power pilots for obvious reasons: 
• much better understanding of the environ
ment in which we opera te; 
• better understanding of the penalties of 
inaccurate flying; 

• grea ter experience of flying close to the 
st<1 11 and of actually sta lling and spinning; 
• better appreciation of approach control 
due to the one-shot gliding requirement; 
• experience of close-proximity fl y ing and 
the need for good lookout. 
And so on. Thus I have always encouraged 
anyone who asked my advice to go gliding 
first - the bJsic costs and formalities are less 
and the teamwork more fun. Then the transi
tion , if still pursued, to powered flying can 
be cheaper and more eiiective. The 64,000
dollar question would be how to advertise 
without overly upsetting the fl yi ng schools? I 
suppose it could be argued that anything 
that increases the numbers interested in flv
ing would benefit us all in the long run. ' 

Of course, we would have to ensure th at 
the new recruits were well looked after, 
wouldn't we? 
Wally lombard, NORTHAllERTON, North 
Yorkshire 

Eradicate this outdated crop 
IF YOU were to visit most gliding sites in 
Britain, you would find a crop growing that 
glider pilots in the past have used to great 
advantage. These were harvested at any time 
of the year and placed in pi les around the 
airfield. Their main use is as ballast to hold 
down our very expens ive aircraft in any 
wind Jbove a mild breeze. 

We like to think that the diversity of our 
fl ora and fauna in England is pleasing to the 
eye; this crop, however, has I feel served its 
ri me and needs to be rep laced! 

It is the (very) common Car Tyre, 
Rubbisious Tyranniclis. This is a grubby 
black, norm all y covered with dirt and 
stones, and sometimes has 1\ large amount of 
water inside. If left unchecked it will grow 
rapidly and spread itself over a large area. 
Visitors to airfields see this and can't be very 
impressed. So it should be classed as a weed 
and eradicated as soon as possible! 

The gliding fraternity is resourceful; what 
we need is something that is waterproof, 
eas ily c lea ned, and fairly mobile with a 
scratch-proof surface. Someone out there 
has already found a solution to the problem, 
I'm sure. If you have any ideas, contact me 
at the East Sussex Gc. After all , would you 
put them on your ca r's bonnet? 
David Williams, UCKFIElD, East Sussex 

Twin tows in two countries 
MARTIN Yates ' article UliSt add a second 
tug, p3 3, June-July 2001) on twin tow 
Halifaxes is very interesting. One thing, 
though, a Hotspur could only carry soldiers . 
The Horsa could carry a field gun or jeep. 

The Germans did it a different way. They 
stuck two Heinkel 111 s together and added 
a fifth engi ne in the middle to tow their ME 
321 Gigant. They even tried three 
Messerschm itt 110s to tow it. Eventually 
they put six engines on the glider, did away 
with the tugs, and ca lled it an ME 323. 
Hanna Reitsch was involved in the testing. 
Mike Wood, YORKSHIRE GC 
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Airbrake - and Pawnee - mods 
I REPLY to Godfrey King's letter in the last 
issuc (Airbrake mod irom Germany, p8, 
June-July 200l), My Std Cirrus airbrake mod 
was approved by the BGA and Schempp
Hirth in 1985 ,lnd a similar mod for th e 
Nimbus 2 (and 2b) in 1987. Most aircraft 
worldwide have now been modified. The 
increase in sink rate is about 50 per cent, 
which , in most pilots' opinion, converts the 
airbrakes from unacceptab le to acceptabl e. 

The BGA issues an annual list of glider 
modifications to inspectors and it is now on 
the BGA website. I stl'Ongly recommend 
consulting this list before des igning some
thing " new" . It may well have "a ll been donE' 
before". 

Det<l il s of all mods are available from the 
BGA office. The originator will normally be 
happy to supply dr<lwings at nominal cost. 

After a recent mid-air between a tug rope 
and an K-13, Nympsfield are keen to fit a 
ca ble winch in our Pawnee tug. Tost make a 
system th at costs ilbout £2,000 and is 
appl'Oved in Germ i1l1y. To get C,\A approval 
will cost money. Are any other c lubs inter
ested in shJring the cost? Thc system should 
improVE' turnaround times cllld safety. 
Tim Macfadyen, NORTH WOODCHESTER, 
Gloucestershire 

Sincere thanks 
ON BEHALF of Lynn and myself, I would 
like to express sincere gratitude for all the 
good wishes expressed to me on my 
enforced retirement due to my continuing ill 
health. \;\Ie havc both made many fri ends 
ovcr the last few Yl'ars and shall miss visiting 
the gliding clubs during the summer season. 

I would like to thank all the clubs for the 
hospitality given to me ovcr the years and all 
our customers for their con tinued support 
during this time. 

Safe and happy gliding to you all. 
Nev & lynn Cawte, Nevynn International, 
MANSFiElD, Nottinghamshire 

Look afresh at learning 
AS AN average pilot - with no particular 
safety expertise - I thought I would put in my 
two pennyworth on the subject. 

Part of Illy occupation requ ires me to 
teach new contact lens wearers how to put 
their lenses in and remove them (bear with 
me, it is relevant). This takes about 30 min
utes and the \Nearers, although nervous of 
learning this new art, pay great attention and 
try their best - perhaps because they are 
nervous. Then they go home with the lenses 
and return a week later to let me know how 
th ey got on. 

Invariably, the story is the same: their tech
nique became worse before it got better 
again. I then watch them go through their 
method and I keep quiet and observe. Most 
are OK; some Gln do it but have learned bad 
habits; a few have lost the technique 
completel y. The reason? They stop paying 
attention to detail: they think they ca n do it 
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properly because they've done it a few 
times. They lack experien ce. 

The remedy, for the ones who are belm,v 
par, is another lesson from me. Ideally, this 
should be when they are at their worst, just 
a few days after the initial instruction. 

The relevance to gliding? I think gliding is 
a similar learning process, just over a longer 
timescale. So weed out bOld habits after 
going so lo by a compulsory P2 refresher 
course, Sil)' the next few hours' worth of 
flights after :W hours or so. Initi all y, I would 
suggest the instructors keep quiet and just 
observe. This allows P2 to relax and allow 
their full repertoire of bad habits to surfOlce. 
Thereafter the instructors can have their fun. 

I know that many acc idents invo lve 
experienced pilots, but some bad habits take 
time to show themselves. 

I'm fully aware that there is no cure-all for 
accidents. Check flights are invaluable but 
perhaps a more in-depth assessment of our 
flying skill s is required once in a while? 
Paul Sheffield, HENlEY-ON-THAMES, Oxon 

Wild Goose chase 
READING "where are you now?" pleas in 
other letters moved me to wonder if myoid 
Olympia 419 is still about. 

Ca ll d Wild Goose, she had been owned 
by Sir Peter Scott, hence the name. I bought 
her in March 1971 and owned her unti I 
October 1976. I remember that she was big. 
The cockp it was roomy and comfortable 
with a nice sit-up-and-beg position for the 
pilot. The trim wheel would have done 
justice to a La ncaster. 

I call ed the wings peopl e-scarers. The 
whole wing came in two sections, and it was 
very, very so lid. I had only to land at th e end 
of th e day and small groups of horror-struck 
club members cou ld be seen sca mpering 
over the nearest hori zon. 

The long arm of co incidence reached out 
one day in 1972. I landed at Inkpen <lnd was 
on the ground run when another 419, also 
on its landing run , went past in the opposite 
clirection. 

Qu ite apart from the shock of finding thilt 
either J, or the other pilot, was an idiot, the 
chances against two 419s being together 
were enormous. 

There were, I think, less than a dozen so ld. 
About seven, I believe, went abroad so 
the nUlllber operilting in Engl<lnd on ilny 
specific day was very small. The entire fleet 
must have been at Inkpcn that day. 

Is Wild Goose still giving pl eLlsure out 
there somewhere? I would like to know o f 
her adventures and present whereabouts. 
Pat ladd, BRADFORD ON AVON, Wiltshire 

Please send letters - marked "for publication" - 10: 


The Edilor, Sailplane & Gliding, 6 Salop Close, 


Shrivenham, Swindon SN6 BEN, UK 


or 10: helen@sandg.dircon.co.uk 


Please include your telephone number and full 


postal address, and try to keep your letter concise. 


The deadline for the next issue is August 14 


Dates for your diary 


Event Location Dates 
Enterprise' Sullon Bank Cancelled' 

VGC Rendezvous Zwickau Ju122-9 

Northern Regional. SUllon Bank Cancelled" 

1st Women's Worlds Lithuania Jul 27- Aug 12 

Regionals Hus Bas Jul28- Aug 5 

Open Class Nationals Lasham Jul 28-Aug 5 

Regionals Lasham Jul28- Aug 5 

Coupe D'Europe AC de Poi tau Jul 29-Aug 11 

VGC International Rally lbraslavice Jul 31-Aug 9 

Inter·University Task Wk Saltby Aug 4-12 

2nd Junior Worlds IssQudun Aug 6-18 

Standard Class Nationals Nympstield Aug 11 - 19 

Inter-Services Blcester Aug tl - 19 

York GC 40th anniv. Rulforth Aug 18 

Oxlord GC 50th anniv. Weston Aug 18-1 9 

Regionals Dunstable Aug 18-26 

Regionals Gransden Lodge Aug 18-26 

Two·seater Camp Pocklington Aug 19-26 

Junior Championships Aston Down Aug 25-Sep 2 

Is·Metre Nationals'" Booker Aug 25-Sep 2 

Regionals'" Trbenham Sep 1-9 

Mountain Soaring Camp Deeside Sep 2-8 

Aerobatics, Saltby Open Sallby Sep 8- 9 

27th Worlds South Atrica Dec 18-31 

2nd Club Class Worlds Germany August 2002 

Europeans Hungary 2002 

3rd Junior Worlds Slovakia 2003 

2nd Women's Worlds Czech Republic 2003 

4th World Class Worlds New Zealand 2003 

Bold text above indicates changes from the last issue. 

• See also W\'\IW.Comp-enterprise.comi 

.. Cancelled because 01 loot·and·mouth 

•• • Moved from earlier in the season due to foot-and-mouth 

Vintage GC Rally at Zbraslavice 
THE Vintage GC International Rally returns in 2001 

to Zbraslavice Aerodrome in the Czech Republic. 

They previously went there in 1993 for the Rally 

and 1998 for their Rendezvous. Built in 1935 as an 

emergency aerodrome for the airline Prague·Brno, 

the airfield was used in the war by the Luftwaffe , at 

first for gliding'. then as a base for Stukas and 

ME109s. After the war, crated gliders were used as 

firewood. Under the Communists it became a cen

tre for sport flying . When Communism fell. the 

ensuing financial difficulties were solved by inviting 

ctubs from abroad. A mititary TMA is close. but co

operation with the Czech Air Force is excellent. See 

atso http://zbraslavice.vztlak.cz Bruno Zijp 

Wave in the Andes 

FRENCH and Italian pilots are establishing a wave 

camp from mid-November 2001 to mid-January 

2001. Organised by Top Fly, it uses a Nimbus 4DM 

at San Martin de los Andes (where Klaus Ohlmann 

started his 2,463km). The organisers say their 

Nimbus is the first glider certified for VFR night-fly· 

ing. The price of US $3,000 covers flying costs only 

(excluding retrieves or personal insurance) First 

pilots in the two·seater include French national 

record holder Jean·Marie Clement. For details. tel : 

+ 39 02 4870 53n or emait loptly@attglobal.net 

Or, if you want to fly in a locat club, you can try the 

one at Chos Matat: wwwpalagoniasoaring.org.ar/ 
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G~ CAMBRIDGE AERO INSTRUMENTS 
CAMBRIDGE INSTRUMENTS - The choice of Champions - Leaders in innovative technology 

Cambridge Introduce the 300 Series FUght Instruments 
The 300 Series instruments will redefine flight instrumentation. Combining 
the experience gained over the years with the latest advancements in 
transducer technology, we have designed an instrument family that 
combines high sensitivity with instantaneous response, packaged in a 
57mm case. It will set the standard for the next ten years. 

I The 300 Series of instruments comprises: 
• 301 - Variometer with Altimeter, Audio & Speed to Fly in a 57mm package 
• 302 - As the 301 but incorporating a GPS & Secure Flight Recorder 
• 303 - The existing GPS/NAV Display Screen with New Firmware 

The first 300 Series instrument, the 301, is planned to be in production by Summer 2001 and will join the 
existing LNAV, GPS/NAV and PocketNav in the Cambridge inventory 

Tel: Designed and Manufactured by: Fax: Tel: Represented by: 
(802) Cambridge Aero Instruments (802) (44) 01865 RD AVIATION 

4967755 PO Box 1420, Waitsfield 4966235 841441 Unit 25, Bankside 
Vermont, USA 05673-1420 www.cambridge-aero.com Kidlington, Oxon OX5 1JE 

Fax: 
(44) 01865 

842495 

.. McLean Aviation ~-
_____ The Aerodrome, Rufforth, York, Y023 3NA ~~tI 

Tel: 01904 738 653 • Fax: 01904 738 146 • Mobile: 07802 674 498 
e.mail: mcleanav@supanet.com • DG Web Site: www.dgflugzeugbau.de 

Web site: mclean-aviation.com 

Full repair and maintenance service for major work in GRP, Carbon, Kevlar and wood. 


Modifications, C. of A. renewals, re-finishing and general maintenance. 

Sole agents for DG Flugzeugbau and AMS Flight in the UK and Eire 
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For further in ormation call us on: 

0207 618 6302 

email: avn@tlclowes.com 

mailto:avn@tlclowes.com


,~Oevelo ment news _ 

Representing gliding wh re it matters 

WORK IS continually being done behind 
the scenes to make sure that the BGA's 
views and those of its members are properly 
represented at both central and local 
governmont levels. The interests of gliding 
need to be protected, otherwise there is a 
risk that local development plan policies 
wi II excl ude us enti rei y. 

Without recognition in a plan-led system 
such ,1S ours, there is little chance of gaining 
planning consent for gliding developments. 
Indeed, there is a greater risk that other 
developments will threaten unprotected 
gliding sites. The BGA's respon ses have been 
wiele-ranging. Together with the General 
Aviation Awareness Counci I (G!\AC) we 
seek protection for gliding at all county 
structure plan reviews. 

Already this year vve have responded to a 
whole crop of consultation papers from the 
(then) Department of the Environment, 
Transport and The Regions (DETR) and have 
made SGAs views known on the following: 
(i) Control of Noise from Civil Aircraft. 
Whilst sounding innocuous enough in itself, 
the devil was in the detail and we pointed 
out that rules applying to the major 
commercial aerodromes did not necessari II' 
apply to unlicensed gliding sites. 
(ii) The Future of Aviation. The nccd to 
protect the use of airspace for gliding 
was explained in our response to DETR 
- otherwise it had been totally ignored. 
(iii) Review of Planning Policy Guidance 
(PPG) 77, Sport, Open Space and 
Recreation. DETR had mild"" absolutely no 
mention of gliding or indeed of any other 
airsport. However, we did not let them get 
away with that l 

(iv) Airfield Safeguarding. DETR's proposed 
Dil'ection excluded reference to the 
protection of small airfields and unlicensed 
aerodromes, such as most gliding sites. 
Once again, we explained the special needs 
of our sport. 

In all these initi<ltives, the SGA has the 
support of GAAC and of its safeguarding 
adviser, Philip Isbell, In the House of 
Commons, we can rely on our parliamen
tary representative, Lembit Opik MP, who 
does sterling work in tabling parliamental,), 
questions and in pursuing the cause of 
gliding at ministerial level, on occasions. 

All rather boring, perhaps - but ,dl very 
necessary if the sport of gliding is to 
have any sort of future in our increasingly 
crowded country, 

Revision of Laws and Rules 
The well-known publication, Laws and 
Rules for Glider Pilots requires reviewing 
and updating periodically. However, the 
SGA Executive Committee has decided to 
carry out a compl ete overhaul of it in time 
for the 2002 soaring season. The new edi
tion will be published in a new format, pos
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sibil' in a loose-leaf form to allow for regu
lar updating, The proposed changes will be 
subject to extensive consultation will be dis
cussed with club chairmen at the proposed 
Chairmen's o nference, provision ,dly 
arranged for Saturday, Oc tober 27 at The 
Soaring Centre, Hushands Boswurth. 

Any chani'es to SGA Operational 
Regul ati ons w i ll require the approval of the 
ACM to be held in February, 2002, when all 
th e proposed changes in styl e will form a 
comprehensive resolution. Meanwhile, ,lny 
comments or observations on impmving the 
existing Laws and Rules will be most wel
come, Please write to me at the SGA office. 

Flying for Youth 
The Royal Aero Club TI'ust I'ecently held a 
conference for all airsports organisations to 
determine common ground and to discuss 
common problems encountered in attempt
ing to attract young people into gliding and 
other aviation-b,lsed sports. 

Sriefi ng papers were produced from a 
wide range of individual airsports, from glid
ing and microlight flying, through parachut
ing, model flying and flight simulator enthu
siasts, As was to be expected, a widely frag
mented range of opinions was expressed, 
Much emphasis was place on recruiting, 
publicity and the "WOW Factor" in aPI}eal
ing to young people and in promoting avia
tion sports as "cool" and trendy. 

Concern was also expressed at the high 
degree of wastage and the high drop-out 
rate from those attracted to airsports. 
Gliding bursaries and cadet schemes have 
been very successful in bringing in young 
people to gliding, but how do clubs manage 
to hang on to these recruits once the 
subsidis'ed flying runs out? Young pilots who 
succeed in flying solo atl6 frequently give 
up gliding within a year or so. 

Two valid areas were exposed for funhel' 
work and research, f'irstly, the provision of 
poshulu funding if that will persuade 
young people to stick with the sport unti I 
th ey can afforcl to support their own 
"habit" .Secondly, the need for gl idi ng cI ubs 
to have a proper Youth Policy, as required by 
the Chilclren Act, 19H1), in order to safe
guard those protected by the Act and to 
ensure that young people below school 
leaving age are properly supervised when 
attending gliding sites, Th e Air Clciels, the 
Scouts, the Faulkes Foundation and the 
Girls' Venture Corps have all had 10 prepare 
youth policies and if we intend to recruit 
more young members under the age of 16, 
then the SGA will have to follow suit and 
adopt th is "best practice". 

Your development officer will research 
the matter and will produce a specimen 
Youth Policy for gliding clubs' use. 

Roger Coote, BGA Development Officer 

Technical notes 
Glider log books 

I AM seeing more and more glider and 

motorglider log books without correct 

entries recording flights and flying hours. 

Recent examples surveyed have included 

no entries at all or a complete year's flying 

on one line. Both of these have been 

addressed, but as a reminder to all aircraft 

owners, you have a responsibility to 

ensure each day's flying is entered Into 

the respective log book. 


The only exception Is that engine hours 

on motorgllders may be entered in weekly 

blocks if preferred. 


Your Inspector has the Technical 

Committee's backing If he retuses to sign 

your C of A or maintenance check if the 

log books are not completed. 


Without this information, required 

Inspections cannot be ascertained and 

this may cost you more in the long run if 

Inspections are completed that are not due. 


Registered owners of aircraft 

IF YOU purchase a used glider with current 

C of A please ensure that you notify the 

BGA of the change of ownership. In the 

case of a motorglider you should notify 

the CAA. The main concern is that if you 

do not, you may not receive important air

worthiness information appertaining to 

you aircraft. This could be a before-flight 

safety inspection or similar. Please do not 

wait for the C of A renewal. 
 ,.Additionally, for motorgliders, you 

should replace the engraved plate with the 

owner's details on it. 


Jim Hammerton, BGA Chief Technical Officer 
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~News 

Ba,n lifted outside infected areas 

The BGA's decisions of June 6 
about the foot-and-mouth ban 
are below. For later news , see 
right and www.gliding.co.uk 

TH E BGA IS pleased to announce that on 
Wed nesday 6th June the BGA Executive 
Comm ittee dec ided to li ft the mandatory 
cross-country restricti ons for the whole of 
the ilrea east of a line drawn through the fo l
low ing poin ts : Lyme Regis, Br isto l, 
Chelte nh am, Coventry, Nott in gham, 
As hbourne, Halifax, York, Sca rborough. Thi s 
mod ification was effecti ve from 06.00 on 
Saturday 9th June. 

This notice appli es to England, Wa les, 
Southern Scotl and and Northern Ireland. 

Scotl and north of the Clyde-Forth va lley 
remains the sa me status as advised at the 
beginning of May. 

Infected areas 
Landings should not be made off-airfie ld in 
in fected areas . Pilots who do so may incur a 
fin e of up to £5000 impound ing of the glid
er and/or detention of the pilot. Pilots are 
also advised that in addition to the lega l 
consequences there is the risk of phys ica l 
confrontation together with the long-term 
nega tive effect on our relati onships w ith the 
agri cultural and landowning community. 

Some c lubs in infected areas may still be 
subject to loca l restrictions imposed by 
MAFF o r by their landlord and should abide 
by those I·estr icti ons. Other clubs in, and 
parti cul ar ly on the edge of in fec ted areas, 
but we ll away from FMD infected sites, may 
seek loca l advi ce from MAFF offi ces as to 
the poss ibility of flying cross-country into 

adjacent non- infected area s. Unless such 
adv ice is pos itive, cross-country fl y ing from 
glid ing sites in infected areas continue to be 
subject to the ba n announced in February. 

G liders located at airfields in infected 
areas, but at least Skm from an infected site, 
may now be taken in trailers to other clubs 
providing (a) appropriate prl'cautions are 
taken with respect to diSi nfect ing trai lers, 
tow vehic les and footwear etc. and (b) the 
agreement of the dest ina ti on c lub's officials 
has been obtained and (c) retum of the trail
er to the home airfield woul d not breach allY 
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agreement w ith loca l MAFF offici als or the 
club 's landowner. 

Outside the infected areas 
Outside the MAFF-designatecl infected areas 
there are still risks of adverse reaction from 
landowners towa rds pil ots who l<"lIld out. 
However the ri sks are considered to be far 
less than in the in fected areas . 

For the rest of th l~ UK, west and north of 
the line and outs ide of infected areas, the 
conditions for cross-country flying remain as 
stated in our prev ious modifi ed restrictions 
of 4th May (see June-Jul y 2001, p2 3, Ban is 
modified for some). 

General and retrieves 
We urge all pil ots to act responsibly and to 
continue to avoid outlandings where possi
ble w ithin the bounds of safety and good 
airmanship . In particular it is stressed that if 
you are in a situati on where you should land 
out, then do so safe ly. Avo id the temptation 
to try and stay ai rborne too long with the 
increased risk of leav ing proper fi eld selec
ti on too late. 

Pilots are responsib ie for ensuring that all 
reasonable measures are taken, prior to 
launching, to minimise any risk of infecti on. 
In the event of retrieva l of a glider from any 
landout (inc luding a non-in fec ted area) then 
aga in all reasonable precautions must be 
taken over disinfecti on as required by the 
landowner. Clubs should have appropria te 
equipment ava ilable and display a notice 
spec ify ing the procedure for disin fec ting 
retrieve crews, their footwear, retrieve vehi
cles and trailers. It is adv isabl e for crews set
ting out on a retri eve to have with them the 
minimum necessary di sinfect ing equi pment. 

~ Competitions 
~ In areas outside the infected areas it is pro
;- posed to allow BGA competitions to go
." 
~ ahead. Separate guidance w ill be prov ided 
:: to competition organisers and task-setters 
§: rega rding ri sk assessment and management 
@ duri ng compet itions. 
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Insurance 
Pil ots are also advised that standa rd avi ati on 
insura nce policies carry an exc lusion c lause 
in respect of pollution and contam ina ti on 
caused by the insured aircraft. 

Feedback 
It is important that the SGA rec~. i ves feed
back - preferably by email - on landouts 
that do occur so that the reaction of fa rmers 
and landowners is monitored . 

Future developments 
The BGA 's Foot-and-Muuth Liaison Group 
w ill co ntinue to revi ew the situation 
regul arl y and any further changes w ill be 
advi sed through www.gliding co.Llk 

Back in the air 

THE OUTLOOK for British glider pilots is 
improving as the foot-and-mouth epidemic 
recedes. Dumfries and District GC (below) 
is one of many clubs closed when we last 
went to press that have since gained 
access to their site and to the skies. 

As of July 1, there had been 1,803 cases 
of the disease in the UK, with recent out
breaks in Powys, Devon, Somerset and 
Yorkshire. The latter led Yorkshire GC, 
which is open, to cancel its Regionals . 

Midland GC (www.longmynd.com) waited 
for local footpaths to open before commen
cing flying in early July and North Wales 
(www.nwgc.org.uk) hoped to return home 
in mid-July. Both were flying elsewhere 
in the meantime Dartmoor Gliding Society 
re-opened on June 30 with a number of 
restrictions but Carlton Moor GC remains 
closed. 

, ...... - , 

Charles Ferrier 

Above: Dumfries and District GC emerged on 

June 24 to fly for the first time since February 25. 

The previous day. the CFI cut the grass and test 

lIew the two club girders. as Cs of A had expired 

during the closure. The club welcomes vi itors: 

please call 01387 760601 before setltng out 

From the BGA 
THE BGA Chairman attended a meeting at 
the National Farmers' Union in London on 
June 21 together with representatives of 
other airsport associations and officials 
from DEFRA (Department for Food and 
Rural Affairs , ex MAFF). It was made clear 
that the NFU and landowners really do 
appreciate the voluntary actions taken 
earlier on by the gliding community and 
some really good PR has been generated. 
It was also clear that the BGA is well 
ahead of other airsports in terms of 
resuming "normal" operations . The 
various bodies involved are now trying to 
put together a voluntary code of practice 
very much along the lines of the BGA's 
current position . In the meantime the BGA 
will continue to consider modifications to 
the current geographic "line" bearing in 
mind any further FMD developments. 
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Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* AU glass, carbon, kavlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval ROGER TAKGETf * C of A renewals and general maintenance 

* Weighings, including accurate In flight C of G positioning Sailplane Services * As-finishing in all types of gel coat and paint 

* Hard wax polishing Bristol & Gloucestershlre Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse. Gloucestershlre GUO 3TX * Competition sealing 


Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 • Home (01453) 860447 
 * BGA and PFA approved 
Mobife 0850 769060 * Canopy perspex replacement 

- email roger@sallplaneservices.co.uk * Aircraft recovery 

www.sailplaneservices.co.uk 

Places Still Available 
On The Following 

BGA Courses 

ting 
Completion Course 4 

17/18 November Bicester Airfield 
£30.00 

Soa ing 
Soaring Course 14 

6 - 10 August Bicester Airfield 
£95.00 

Soaring Course 15 
13  17 August Lyvden Airfield 

£95.00 

Soaring Course 17 
10  14 September Long Mynd Airfield 

£95.00 

av 
Wave Course 1 

7 - 13 October Aboyne Airfield 
£130.00 

Wave Course 2 
14  20 October Aboyne Airfield 

£130.00 

Wave Course 3 

Sailplane & Gliding 

21 - 27 October Portmoak Airfield 
£130.00ijntf rvt k fanfnooke ,.-Industrlal Park! -T~c·lIi,e . 'Th i'rsk, North:YOrkshire ,'Yti1,:3§.E-"l1 

! - -- - - - ---- 
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N TSWT-SHI 
WITH GLIDER DESIGN AND 

'MAX GLIDE MIN SINK' 
OTTO 

SLATE GREY OR PALE BLUE 

LARGE & EXTRA LARGE 

£7.50 inc p&p or BUY TWO FOR £14.00 INC P&P 

Call BGA office on 0116 2531051 

to place your order 


BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION, KIMBERLEY HOUSE, VAUGHAN WAY, LEICESTER LE1 4SE 
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PLATYPUS 


The hand that rocks the cradle is 
too damn busy to do much else 

I INADVERTENTLY slandered one of 
Britain's great wom;ln pilots when I did the 
after-bJnquet cab,1ret Jt the SSA conven
tion in IndiJnapolis eJrlier this year. In my 
presentation I paid tribute to the recently 
deceased Anne Burns as the UK's only 
female national champion. This she 
Jchieved in 1966, flying the Schempp
Hirt.h SHK; I remember well, since I flew a 
new Dart 17 in the same competition. 

Immediately Jfter my SSA speech I was 
waylaid hI' one of Britain's greJtest gliding 
instructors, who currently runs a soaring 
operation in the US of A. He reminded me 
in stenturian tones (he looks quite young, 
by my ever-stretching standards, but 
he must date b,l ck to the days before radio, 
the W,ly his voice cJrries) thJt I had 
omitted Sally King. 

To my horror I real ised he was right. Th e 
charming, grJcious and lovely Sally (IJtterly 
Mrs Peter, nee King) Wells won the UK 
Standard Class in 1988. Of course! 

I slapped my forehead. How could I have 
forgotten? Probably because I have never 
flown against her. I never had what it took 
to compete in the restricted-span classes 
where real men, sorry, real pilots 
do what a real pilot's gottJ do, namely 
battle it out with our island's most 
aggressive would-be champions, not ill 
gaggl es but in SW,lrlllS. 

So when I met her with her daughter 
KirstI' (age 4) at th e British Gliding 
Association conference shortly after the 
SSA cio, I made J point of ,lpologising in 
person, but .lIse> of Jsking whJt hJppeneci 
since that triumph. SJlly said that bringing 
up a family had severely restricted her 
competition career - w ell, had ended it. 

Anne Burns, bv contrast, had no 
children, and th~s was able to pursue a 
distinguished and decorated career as an 
engineer who helped solved the problem of 
why the early Comets crashed, and also to 
travel around the world breaking gliding 
records. It's still tough heing a woman who 
wants to achieve success in gliding or any
thing else and raise children. Despite years 
of publishing m,~gazines for liberat(.'d women, 
and those who wanted to be liberated, 

I have no constructive suggestions to make 
to Sally; especially as if I did, the wiry, 
witty anti dynamic Pete Wells might be 
around in cl flash to straighten me out. 

You cannot hope to bribe or twist 
thank God! the British journalist 
But, seeing what the man will do 
unbribed, there's no occasion to. 
(Humbert Wolfe, 7886-1940) 
On Independence Day I head out to 
Minden, Nevada. There, with safaris and 
unexplored horizons very much in mind, I 
shall celebrate the I Orh anniversary of my 
first visit to what is probably the world 's 
finest soaring site. If I achieve something 
spectacular and noteworthy I shall writ.e it 
up for you in a future issue. If I achieve 

head out to Minden 

nothing spectJcular or noteworthy I shall 
write it up for you all thp same, just digitally
enhanced a bit. After watching Pf'arl 
Harbor I can see how history can benefit 
from a helping hane!. 

Why do I just say: "probably the world's 
fines!," instead of: "indisputably the world's 
fin t'st"? Is it beGlUSe I am fearful of Llbusive 
mail from other airports scattered around 
the globe? Not Jt all: indeed I am hoping 
that I might get a letter from some plLlce in 
the Southern Hemisphere or the VJst 
expJnses of Central Asia thJt I have not yet 
termrised by my airm<lnship. In my day
dreams the letter goes like this: 

"Sir, 
In this month:, edition ot th SCA's 

esteemed orl'!iJn, instead of causing us w eat 
mirth as is vour customary wonl, vou cause 
us great anguish. By omission )'Ol;r column 
grievously disfhll'ages our superb aero

drome and its opportunities far record 
heights and distances .365 days a year. 

In the evenings you will find that our 
cuisine and local wine is superb, served by 
altentive brown-cvcd maidens who earlv 
the next morning 'will also 101; up your ' 
oxygen and polish your empennage with
out having to he asked. (What you ge t up 
between dinner and breakf~15t is your own 
business, but I do warn you our national 
te levision sf' rvice is abysmal.) 

We invite you to rty here for a month, 
staying gratis at the five-star hotel next to 
the hanr;;ar where vour own ASW22BL 
maybe :111 eta, clel;ending on how the price 
ot our o il is doing /)y the tinw you gt"t here 
- is waiting for you. 

A (irst-class air ticket is enclosed. We 
look for\lvard eagerly to your response. 

Yours worshipfull!~ etc 
PS: In some Western cultures I he/ieve.' that 
this offer might be mistaken for what \IOU 

call a bribe.' We are glad tu assure yo~ that 
there is no word in our language for such a 
concept, and thatthere f(!('I:' the problem 
does not arise." 

I'll lie about my age - and the rest 
Twice at Minden in the past ten years and 
nuwhere else ever I helVe been resp ctfully 
asked by gliding trainees from SOJr Minden 
or High Country So,lring, "Sir, did you fly 
for the KOyLlI Air Force in World War Two?" 
Ivly indign ~l nt reply in each case has been: 
"ereJt Scott, I was only five when the war 
broke null" To be taken for a veterJn 12 or 
so yeJrs older must mean that I am getting 
awfully wrinkly in the relentless Nevada 
sunshine. I may he worn out but I'm not 
decrq.J il. (/'1/ be the judge of that. Ed.) But 
on refl ' ction I see how unkind it' was to 
shatter young peopl e's illusions. I also 
rea lise thal just as American teen,lgers are ,1 

bit hazy as to where Britain is, the\1mJV be 
eq uJII): hazy as to exactly when tI~e Battle 
of that island took place, despite 
th e fact that countless Hollywood stJrs 
fought in it. 

I'-J ext time I am a,ked that question - it's 
bound to happen - I won't actually deny it 
but shall cough modestly, stare into th e far 
blue yonder Jnd subtly imply that true 
heroism is something gentlemen clon't 
discuss. Then, to break an otherwise 
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emb,massing silence, I might add: 
"Y'know, the whole damn war was fought 
in hlack and white. Funnv, that." and stroll 
ofi while they are still lo~king puzzled. 

Come back. Walter Mitty, we need you 

However, the same question may be put to 
me during the HJpPY Hour (a rare case of 
American understatement, since in most 
bars one CJn get half-price drinks (or two 
or three hours) whilst I elm watching th e 
warm shadow of the Sierras creep gently 
up the Pine Nut ridge. Then multipl e co ld 
martinis cou ld embolden me to put on a 
different act. By the insertion of a few 
mannerisms, the odd twitch and some 
broken English, I will let the questioner 
infer that I did indeed fight in the Batt le of 
Britain - but for zee ozzer side. 

Well, it was either that or be a U-boat 
captain, and I always had a dread of depths. 

Holy COW! Grosse-segelflugzeug 
goes aux vaches for the first time 

Hans-Werner Grosse phoned to say he is 
still testing eta arefull y: so far no records, 
but a modest 800km has been flown. 

This June, eta was at Walter Binder's 
workshop at Braunsweig, where new 
dimpl e-ta pe and longer rudder-horns I;vere 
install ed, the latter improving the handling 
considerably. "I dec ided to fly back home 
to Luebeck under eight-eighths cloud in 

a dread of depths 

strong westerlies, using the engine where 
necessary. The weather forecast was going 
from bad to bloody awful. After 140km, 
using rotor and bits of wave, I ran out of 

hills. While I was trying to stay up nea r 
Northeim, a gliding site, drizzle began to 
fall. I decided to deploy the engine." 

Unfortunately, the engine did not deploy 
full y, but stuck in the pOsition of the Grand 
Old Duke of York's army, neither up nor 
dmvn. Hearing this story gave me a sharp 
sense of deja vu, in that I had flown with 
Hans-Werner in one of his little ships (the 
27-metre ASH 25) in 1994 in eastern 
Germany and th en th e motor stuck in the 
same, drag-inducing position when the 
time came to retract it after launching. 
On the earlier occasion Hans, resourceful 
as ever, called the engine's designer on his 
mobile phone and rece ived imlllediat 
advice on vvhat to do. The engine retrac ted 
smoothly and a very enjoyable piee of 
local soaring (300 km or so) followed. 

However this time eta's engin e r'emained 
stuck 2cm from the correct position, no 
designer came to the rescue, and Hans 
arrived in a wheatfi eld five wingspans short 
of Northeim without any ill effects. 

"S ix club members and their guests were 
eage r to help me towards th airfi Id ," said 
Hans, " from which I wished to launch. 
They did not know what they were in for. 
There was no fen ce, but a littl ditch was 
hidden in the wheat. After three hours of 
slavery, with soiled trousers and wet to the 
bOll e, they got me onto th e small (600m) 
airfield. They were still smiling - a bit 
and waved goodbye as I took off and fl ew 
back to Braunsweig. Wond ers of high tech 
- the engine worked this time!" 

This was the first fi ckl landing for the 
world's largest-span and most expensive 
(and heaviest! ) sailplane, but it has not 
harmed Hans' enthusiasm: " I like the big 

** *" more and more ". 

How to bring a little sunshine 
into the drab lives of comp pilots 

Our syndicate ASH-2 5 was the very first to 
c1rr ive in Britain, wav back in 1988. So 
when I flew it in a r~giona l competition it 
was the only large-span mJchine to take 
part, and since the weather WJS reso lutely 
Briti sh I did pretty well despite the mass ive 
handi cap. It was only simple justice, there
fore, that on the grey and dri zz ly las t day 
of the (ont<'.'st I landed out, and all the 

big· hearted Platypus doing his charitable stuff 

little-wing competitors flew slowly over 
me, though not by a very large margin in 
most cases . Later I leJrnt th at the pleasure 
obtained by the other contestants, when 
looking down on my long wings parked in 
the dirt, was so intense and blissiul that I 
felt that I ought out of kindn ess to make a 
point of pulling out the brakes Jnd landing 
out more frequently, so as to maximise the 
sum tota l of human happiness. I have up 
till now k pt that impulse under control , 
but I am mellowing. rV\Jybe next yea r I 
shall do some reconnaissan ce and iind a 
large meadow or a cut cornfield with a 
iriendly farmer and good pub nearby, and 
arrange to drop in there, espec ially on the 
last day. After all ii we are going to have to 
derig anyway before driving home at the 
contest's end, it is not such an added chore 
for my devoted crew. Indeed I shall allow 
my devoted crew to pick the pub and the 
field - in that order. Once you have lost the 
urge to get a rating that will propel you 
into the National Championships, you 
might as we ll devote yourself to worthy 
causes, such as helping to boost the self
esteem of your fellows. God knows, some 
oi them need it. 

So now you know: if YOLi fly over and 
see me sitting in a field next season, th at's 
just big-hearted PIJtypus doing his charita
ble stuff. Honest. 

mdbird@dircon.co.uk 

The I'latypus '~lpers: fifty yea rs of powerless pilotage 

(hardback, 160 pages, 100 Peter Fuller cartl1om) costs 

£19.95 + £3.50 p&p. See wlvlv.hikokiwa rp/dl1es.com 

tel 020 87'18 6344, fax 020 874 1 17.57 

ell""/ mcibird @ci ircon.co. uk A/so ""ai/ail/(' (mill \. . 
the BeA on 0116 2.5.J 1051 or www.glldif1gco.uk~ 
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DUI\INC recent years the 2D-metre 
two-seater class has been dominJted 
by S ·hempp-Hirth's Duo Discus. 

Now, DC h<ls come up with the DC-l ODOs. 
Like the Duo, it is unflJPped, but it also 
has an 11:l-metre mode for acrobatics (not 
yet certified) and basic training. 

If the newcomer appears fa miliar that's 
because the basic fuselage design comes 
from the DC-SOD/505 s ri es, albeit with 
some new feJ tures. These include the big, 
well-sprung retr,lctable mJinwheel. The tail 
design is new, with profi les that produce 
less drag, and a new, double-trapezo id 
shape ior the horizontal tailplan e. 

Another new idea is the ba II <ls t system in 
the fin. To compensate for the second pilot, 
brass weights can be placed in a Plexiglass
covered box at the leit side of the high iin. 
For serial production there will be two 
pieces compensating ior 40kg (88 Ib) and 
two for 1 Okg (22Ib). There 's also a water
bedlast fin tank, which takes up to 7.4 litres 
( 1.6 gallons) to compensate for the wing 
tanks (up to 16U litres135 gJllons). For light 
pilots, there are the usual ball ast weight 
boxes under the pilot's knee; . All thi s 
means you can il y the 0 1-1000 in the hest 
c of g range, dual or so lo. 

With empty weights of 411 kg (904Ib) for 
the 18-metre and 41 Skg (913 lb) for the 
20-metre vers ions, the wing loading range 
goes from 28kg/m2 (S.7 4Iblit") solo to 
42.l:lkglm2 W.77lblft2) dual with WJter
ballast in th e 20-mctre version with its 
17S3m" ("11:l7ftl) wing area. The 11:l-metre 
model has a wing loading of 29kg/m2 
(5 .9Slb/ft2) to 44.LJkglm1 (9.2Ib/ft!) with a 
wing area of 16.72m2 (I 79.9ft2). l"lax take
oft" weigh t is 7'iOkg (1650Ib). The new 
HQK-51 wing profile designed by Karl
Heinz Horstmann of the DLI\ Braunschweig 
has been tested in the Stuttgart wind tunnel. 
The wing-fuselage section and the winglet 
tips are the work of Loek Boermans oi Delft 
University. Creat C<lre was taken to use a 
proiil e to minimise losses if flovvn dirty 
(bugs) or wet. The wi ngs have big two-blad
ed Schempp-Hirth airbrakes on the upper 
surface. The inner section is 17.2m (56.4ft) 
with "shark fins" to make it 1 Hm. Longer 
oute.r sections with higher dihedral and 
winglets bring the span to 20 metres. 

Left and above: Swen Lehner flying the OG-1 ODDs 

For a 20-metre glider, rigging is quite 
easy. As carbon iibre is the main materiJI , 
the weight of e.Jch of the inner sections is 
about 90kg (198Ib). The spar connection is 
of the fork (right) and tongue (left) type, 
with two main pins. The airbrakes and 
ailerons are automatically connected by 
torsional tubes, the water outlet valve bv a 
swinging lever. The tailplane is position~d 
very high, but at least the elev<ltor connec
ti on is automatic. Beneath it in the fin 
th ere's a 10Ah battery. 

Empty, the OC-1 OOOs rests on the tail 
whe I: to lift the tail you need someone to 
press down on the nose. A tail dolly is also 
required ior ground handling. limbing 
into the cockpit really does mean c limbing. 
The comfortable seating positions are famil
iar from th e DC-SOO series. The rear seat is 
higher thc1n the front one, and is without 
adjustable pedals. The seat pJn ca n be 
ad justed for height by a strap, so small as 
well as big pilots will iind a good, comfort
able position and can enjoy the excellent 
view, which isn' t blocked much by the 
middle canopy frame. 

The cockpit equipment is similar to o lder 
DC two-seaters. Innovations include th e 
airbrake lever's connection to th e new 
Piggott-hook to prl'vent th e br,] kes from 
opening during take-oif if they haven't been 
locked; the undercc1lTiage lever design has 
been improved to give a better ' locked ' 
feel. Thanks to a well-balanced support sys
tem, the big undercarriage is very easy to 
raise and lower. The trim spring release trig
ger is mounted to the front stick and can be 

locked "open". In 
the rea r cockpit, meanwhil e, the con trol 
o lumn G1 n be easily disconnected and 

removed for solo or passenger fl y ing. The 
tail tank valve opens automatiGllly with 
the main valves. The storage space in the 
fuselage ends in a Pl ex iglass screen, 
through which th e br·akc fluid con tainer 
and rear fuselage can he checked. 

The panels have space for modern 
competition instruments dnd le<lVe plenty 
oi room for an emergency ex it. You jetti son 
the canopy with the normal opening lever 
(on the left) and the emergency jet ti son 
lever (right), which I think are hoth a hit 
100 far back for comfortahle reach. 

I aerotowed in the prototype in 2U-metre 
mode from Karlsruhe's grass runway. With 
DC's eng ineer Swen Lehner, we weighed 
c 590kg. In the fin, ballast weights were 
installed to bring our C of C in the middle
to-rea r pos ition. In serial production, lights 
on tilE:' pilnel will show the Jmount of 
ballast in the fin, but as the weights are 
lwhind a Plexiglass cover, the)' can be 
checkecl eas il y wh~n taking the tail doll y 
off. Before take-off, I carefully lined the 
fuse lage up - for the first metres of the 
ground run I expected the fixecl tailwheel 
to stop directional corrections. 

The glider's clihedral gives good ground 
clearance, useful in a trainer. DespitP a 
light crosswi nd, the ai lerons respond ed 
immediately. (On a later flight, the wing 
was left clown: it could be levelled almost 
immed iat'21y.) After a short ground run with 
the' stick slightly forward, the tail liftecl 
and the DC felt nice and stahle with light, 
definite control forces. At about 7.=Jkm/h it 
got airborne. The undercarriage retracts 
eas il y. On a later ilight with the ll:l-metre 
tips the (Jl11 y difference was a lifl-off slwed 
of 80km/h. 

The stall is gentle: at 73klll/h (39kts) a 
light shaking st,lrtS. If the nose is pulled up 
furth er, the ASI indicates 70km/h (37kts) 
when st,lggering starts, finally resultin g in a 
wing drop. This ca n he stopped eas il y hy 
easing the stick forward and applying 
opposite rudder. Spinning is "stanclard" 
with norl11,l l and rear c of g positions. 
\lVith front positions the 0 goes into a 
spiral clive after one or two turns. Spin ~ 

Front cockpit of the OG-1000. The airbrake is fitted with the new Piggott hook The rear cockpit control column can be easily removed for solo flying 
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FLIGHT TEST - DG-l 000 

> recovery is standard, too. \,IVith ,l irbrakes 
out, the st,dling speed goes up by 4-5km/h, 
with the same behaviour, but a bit less of a 
tendency to drop a wing. The sa me ca n be 
sa id for the 18-metre configurati on, it's just 
d iJit more 5ta l)l e. Here I m<c'asured 77km/h 
(4 1.5kts) for the warning by shak ing and 
73 km/ h (J9kts) tor the begi nning of the 
"staggerin g" stall. Again, it was abou t 
5km/h more when the airbrake.s were out. 

I measureu the roll rate from 45°-45°at 
IOOkm/h (S 4klS) for the 20-metre w ing at 
4.9-5 seconds - quite good for thi s span. 
The contro l harmonisation is exce llent. At 
10'i km/h (57kts), rolling w ith full aileron 
and rudder results in no sideslipping, at 
slower speeds only a little bit more rudder 
than aileron is needed. This helps make the 
glider fun to handle in rough conditions. 
I was ,] bi t d isappointed by the l 8-metre 
w ing: alth ough harmonisat ion was sti ll 
good, at lO'ikm/h (57kts) I measured a roll 
rate of abou t 4. 7 seconds. Swen told me 
that DC decided to design the DC- 1 000 
w ith a little less ai leron movement, to get 
lower con trol lorces. They were asked to do 
so by many pilots, while on ly d few (mainly 
acrobat ic) pilots preferred higher ro ll rate 
with hi gher forces. And I admit the DC
10()0 is eas ier to fl y thdn the unflapped 
DC-SOO, w hi ch was already good. 

That day el t Karlsruhe, it wa s easy to get 
the most out of the weak, smooth thermals, 
at ROkm/h (43kts), while other glid t= rs slowly 
ciisJppcJ red downwa rds. In more turbulent 
thermals, the optimal thermalling speed is 
85-90km/h (46-48kts). Fly ing c loser to the 
stal l ~peed with thi s profile did not seem to 
improve th e climb rate. At high speeds, the 
control forces incrC(lse proportionally but 
the DC-1 OOOs is st i II stab le, sJfe and easy 
to handle. Only the trim spring sett ing was 
not perfectl y ad justed. 

t:: ~ :::j
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real competitor for the Duo? I would say, 
yes. An IDAFlieg polar is not yet lllC'asured. 
But DC says that its own unofficial 
compari son between a club Duo and the 
20-llletre prototype, at identical w ing 
loadings, showed thdt around min speed, 
the Duo performed a bit better, then, up to 
140km/h (75 kts), the DC glided 1 to 2.5 
glide angle points better, at 160km/h 
(86kts) there was no difference; above that 
the DC was a littl e bit better aga in. 

I think both gliders have to be placed at 
" the top of the ladder" - th ere was ,llready 
practically nothing to fw impmved on the 
Duo ' Both underca rriage systems have 
advantages and disadvantages in handling, 
comfort, performance and strength. 

At the time of writing, DC-1000s 
prouucti oll is p,lrtl y at the new DC factory 
at I:lruchsJ I, where the wings arc being 
built and final assembly is done, and at 
AMS in Sloven ia, who build the fuselage. 
The whole gl ider Illay be produced there in 
future. (AlVIS is the new name for the glider 
building section of the Elan factory, now 
sepa rate from DC ). Of course, thi s luxury 
c lass of club, compet ition and aerobatic 
gl iders has its price. The DC-1 ODDs with 
18 and 20 metre vv ingtips is 137, IOODM 
(+ VAT). A cheaper "Club" vers ion , the 
DC-1000e (w ith nospwheel undercarriage, 
18-metre span and without waterba llast) is 
111.000DM (+VAT); va ri ants in between 
these two can also be produced. For both 
Duo Discus Jnd DC- l 0005, the wait is 
about two yeilrs if you order now. 

Over the nex i twC) years, DC also plans a 
flapped 20-metre version, w hich will also 
be ava ilable as a se lf-launcher, repl acing 
the DC-50SIl and DC-:'" 05 ,vllJ, which wi ll 
stay in proclu ti on un til then. 

Words and pictures: Jochen Ewa ld 

- . 

-. 

Above: the main wheel with hydraulic disc brake 

The undercarri age swings out easily, the 
levE'r locks clearl y. Trimmed to 85 km/h 
(49kts)' the speed increases to the 
recommendeu basic fi nal speed of 
100km/h (5 4kts) when the airbrakes arc 
taken out, in both spa n configurati ons: it's 
good not to have to chJnge trim before 
landing. Airbrakc efficiency is good, maybe 
a littl e bit below that of the 500 . 

Fully held off, it touches the ground at 
minimum speed with Illain- and tailw hee l 
at the same time. The well-sprung, strong 
undercarriJge damps even bJci ground anu 
th ' disc wheelbrake is effecti ve <1 nd easy to 
use_ There i' no Sign ificant tendency to nod 
clown the nose when braking. 

DC decided not to equip the 18-metre 
version with w inglets, as these wou ld 
decrease the aerobati c qualities. I couldn 't 
tryout its aerobat ic qualiti es: new st iffer 
ailerons required by flutter tests had not 
been high speed tested in flight. But the 
intention is to have the18-metre version 
certified fu lly Jerobatic. 

What about the pertormance? Has the 
design team of Wilhelm Dirks created a 

Above: th ree-view of the DG-1 000, by Steve Langland Right: the tail fin . showing the ballast system 
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.a Trying to Learn to Glide? 
~ Bad Year in 2000? Not Enough Launches? - Then Beat The Weather at CJ 
m The Friendly Gliding Club 
e Another Successful Year 
1

Over 10,000 launches! " - JII: 
•

1- ::::I 
How wedid it 

u • Good Honest Value for Money " 
0 

.a • Intensive courses with guaranteed numbers of e ::::I 
launches and 2:1 instructor ratios 0 -u.. • 

• 

• More Club flying 7 days a week 

m en • Winch, Aerotow and Motorglider available "-c e • More Clubs coming to take advantage of excellent 
I- I- soaring conditions "e en • We plan to make next year even better: 
CI) • 

.c 
Shenington Airfield, Oxfordshire. OX15 6NYIen Tel 01295 680008. E-mail gliding.club@virgin.net 

The Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
-- Nympsfield - 

Winter Membership Available 

Ridge and Wave Canlps Welcome 


PRE SOLO TRAINING 
2 AEROTOW TUGS AVAILABLE • 1 SUPACAT WINCH 2 DRUMS 

FIXED PRICETO SOLO - £500.00 

ERl . 
• 

~ 

111gb guaranteed wincb launcb rale 
Quality air lime Jor instruction - Not juSI aJeU! minutes fligbllime! 
Soaring flights • Ridge soaring Oigbts from our spectacular site • Bronze and cross c:ountry 
endorsement • Unique superb site that allows you to soar or ridge soar all year round. 
No charge for some of our ac:c:ommodation for courses 
CLUB FLEET - Ka13's DG505 KaS's GROB 102 ASW 19 

Ii!'ile - /!/Jolldlin 

• 
THE BRISTOL AND GLOl!{:ESTERSHIRE GLIDING eniB 
I\ympstidcl, ~' r Stnnl'hnllse. (;iollccstcrshirl' GI.IO 5TX 
Tel: OHS:) H60;h! • blX III 'i~.~ Sbll1l61l 
Weh: w\\·w.hgj.!c,ul·mnn.co.nl, • Ii-mail: sccrcla.1@hggc.dclI1un.l.Il.lIk 

The ideal present for any occasion! 
The Platypus Papers: e 6.!J\ 

Fifty Years of Powerless Pilotag~\ 


~~ 
"All soaring pilots should have this book 


on their shelves" - George Moffat 

"Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 


through" - Derek Piggott 

"Don't read it in public unless you are 

willing to make a spectacle of yourself 


laughing out loud" - Dave Allison 

"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 


HOW TO BUY: see Tailfeathers, page 17 


• 

LARGE 

RANGE 

OF SHAPES 
AND SIZES 
AVAILABLE 

• 

EX-STOCK 


• 

Bob Reece 

REMATIC 

School House 


Norton 

Nr Worcester WR5 2PT 


Tel/Fax Worcester 

(01905) 821334 

Mobile Tel: 
0589786838 
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TRA LS WITH MY TOOTHB 

----dventures in the Alps 

In part two of Guy Westgate's 
travels with his DG-400, he has 
arrived in the Alps 

IWANDERED around GaiJ' term inal 
building waiting for the res taurant to 

The awe-inspiring arena of the Barre D'Ecrines. in the French Alps (all photographs: Guy Westgate) 

change of slope at the base of the eL'ISe 
ri dge and I fo llow d th e limestone edge, 
milking a line of thermal s li ke ridge lift. 
Within 25 minutes I was at almost 10,000ft 
cli mbing in .s kts and looking down on the 

easy although the cloudbase droflped 
Significantly south of Puimoisson. 

I wa nted to fly over Mt Viso, one of th e 
most prominent mountains on th e eas tern 
edge of the Maritime Alps and a landmark 

open lor hreakf, . t, but it nev r did. 
Jacques oe l - alpin oaring guru and 
ph otographi g nius - gave me a personal 
trmslation of the met brief. He high lighted 
that the mountain winds were going to be 
I ight and va riable so I would never be able 
to predict dynami C lift, and there were 
numerou s invers ions throughout the 
temperJture sou nding from 5t Auban, with 
the poss ibility of instability in the upper air 
suggesting storms for later. 

I watched a few other gliders laLlll ch and 
followed quickly, chasing the tug's route 
down the valley. My first lift came off the 

most hauntingly mysterious mountain, the 
Pic de Bure. 

The peak towers above the surrounding 
terrain, a giant rock amphitheatre, 8,900ft 
of ari el, unyielding mountai n. From my 
perspective now it was no less impress ive . 
There were gliders hi gh above the south
west flank and after topping out over the 
observatory I set off south to explore. 

The French Maritime Alps are covered in 
limestone ridges, form ed as th e prehi stori c 
seabeds have risen ane! tilted. The bare 
rocks provided a constant stream of thermals, 
so my leg down to the Mediterr,lne n was 

I had reached two yea rs ago. As I got 
c loser to the border, I could see a clifferent 
airmass hugging the wide Po va lley to the 
east. The tops of the va lley cloud were 
b;Hely tn the leve l of the lowest mountain 
peaks and this gave j\rH Viso both a thi ck 
cloud sk irt il ne! Cl rough-look ing cumulus 
hat from the dryer mountain air. 

Fl y ing north into the Aosta Va lley was 
impossible as the Italian c loud looked too 
th ick, but conditions seemed better west 
through the Ecrincs. I flassed over Bri a n~:o n 
Cl nd for the next half-hour l'verywhere 
I looked there were gliders. I followed a 

Morning on the airfiefd at Gap. where Guy got his own 

personal met bri efing from Jacques Noel 
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The moraines of the Mer de Glace were uniquely 

patterned - "like a Bakewell Tan." says Guy 
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The giant crucifix 6,OOOft above Chambery. dwarfing 

tourists at its base 



couple of pl ilsti c l 5-metre ships up il route 
,1 little more daring thJn I would have tried, 
along il ri sing ridge to Barre des Ecrin es, d 

majesti c 13,500ft pea k in the heJrt of the 
Ecri nes. Glisten i ng snowfi elds swept dow n 
a ridgeline to the east and a harsh 
prec ipice pierced the northern va lley. 
I took a f·w turns to marvel at the beautv 
of the awe-inspiring arena. When my , 
concentration cli cked back, my guides had 
vanishedl I realised that I had sunk bel ow 
the saddle I had ' rossed and was now 
stuck w ith thick swirling cl oud descending 
around me. I wanted to push north but 
there was il wa ll of c loud ahead. The onlv 
route out to sa fety was the valley west ' 
through the gaps in the c loud . I drifted over 
the ski resort of Les Deux Alps ,lnd had to 
descend fast as the cloudbase tumbled 
further. Finall y il t 6,000ft I could see 
Grenoble to the east and the Isere va lley. It 
felt like I had been ejected from the Alpsl 

I crossed towards a platea u beyond 
Grenobl e w here I found my first lift for 
quite a w hil e. I ridge soa red a slope on the 
far side of the esca rpment w ith a wall of 
rock on one side, a thin cap of cloud and 
the sloping platea u only a few hundred feet 
below. In strengthening li ft, w ith my grin 
slowly grow ing aga in, I traversed the entire 
hanging vall ey and burst out of my tunnel, 
still 6,000ft above Chambery! Who needs 
big mountains to be impressed? 

The breeze was north-westerl y, blowi ng 
onto the multiple limestone c liffs behind 
Chambery and, after taking a couple of 
wea k thermals, I fl ew the rest of the day in 
dynamic li ft , exploring as far as Annecy. 
Before retiring to Challes Les Eaux, I 
lo itered at the end of the last cI iff, marked 
by the larges t cruc ifix I have seen. It was 
quite bi za rre to screa m past atV, [ , the 
wing tip leve l w ith the ridge but still alm os t 
a mile above the airfield and the c ity 
below. The onl y indica tor of size or speed 
was a group of touri sts huddl ed at the base. 

Next morning 's briefing at Chil li es les 
Eaux was outside the hangar (in French ) 
and il fterwards several pilots gave me their 
interpretations. The resoundingly cl ea r mes
sag~' was the best w ea ther would be in the 
south - not w hat I wa ntecl to hear! 

I got quite exc it ' d when a gri d of at least 
20 gliders formed, but th en everything 
stopped for lunch. i\ Dutch vi sitor said it 
was poss ible to tell when thermel ls were 
lifti ng off the little ridge to the north by 
check ing the w indsoc k. He, too, was 
fru strated: irrespecti ve of conditions, the 
loca ls woul d always brea k for lunch then 
after one o'c lock, meti culously check the 
w indsock and launch anyway ! 

There was a stable laver low down and it 
made the first 2,000ft c(i fficult. By the time 
I had establi shed on the second ridge back 
from the site there were a dozen gliders 
soaring a mi xture of thermal and ri dge li ft. 

I reached Annecy then foll owed a higher 
ridge north past Mt Charvin and Percee, 
their snowy peaks well into cloud. Above 
one of the breaks in the ridge I found 
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"Before me lay the Altesch GlaCier, the longest in continental Europe. I ran the length of it like a toboggan run" 

Tour el e France cyc lists, but there were 
helicopters everywhere. I jo ined th d ep 
Arve va lley linking Geneva and Chailloni x. 
Despite strong, punchy thermals from th e 
sunny spurs on the vall ey sides, a heavy 
inversion stopped c limbs ea rl y. I felt an 
in creasing sense of c laustrophobia as I 
turned the co rner at Le Brevent. I had never 
been through such massive mountains 
w ithout the slightest chance of getting over 
the peaks. I was surrounded on all sides. 

Q uite suddenl y, th ere in front of me 
stood the glittering jew el of the Alps, its 
soft snowy peaks still almost two miles 
above: Mont Blanc. I was enterin g the 
unknown, an unpredictable stadium filled 
with oppress ive shadows and vio lent 
bea uty. A fe,v feet furth er the v iew up the 
va ll ey towa rd Chamon ix made me gasp 
with amazement. It's one of the most 
beautiful mountain scenes I have S6 n, 
not only for its overw helming size but also 
ri chness of detail , tex ture and co lour. 

There was littl e sun on the north-west 
slopes of Mt Bl anc Mass if. The rocks, ice 
and snow stacked in vertica l patterns felt 
cold and stil , but they drew me. I noticed 

"Storms were building over th e Lechlaller Alps," says 

Guy, "blocking my way through to Innsbruck" 

several thin lavers of c loud stacked from 
the vall y fl oo'r up to almos t the highest 
p aks o f the Aiguelles and eventuall y found 
enough li ft to track past Chamoni x. I had 
barely reached 7,000ft by the end of the 
va lley, still way below the pass towa rds 
Sw it zerl and ancl started to wonder w hat to 
do next. O ut of curiosity I crossed over the 
last snowfield, strewn with giilllt chunks of 
bl ack rock below Aiguelle du Tou r. 
Suddenly a wild surge tipped me towa rds 
the bleak snowfield as a tiny therm al 
ri pped through the in version to 1 Q,OOOft. 

I had my ti cket to leave but from my new 
lofty perspecti ve the va Il ey didn 't fee l so 
threatening. I tracked back to the glaC iers 
w ith renewed confi clence ancl used th 
extra height to explore the hanging va lleys 
lead ing into th e core of the M ass if. As I 
reachecl the first glacier, my ne k hairs rose 
w ith anticipati on. It fe lt like I had entered 
a narrow deacl-end street w ith a big angry 
dog tethered at the far end . I fo llowed the 
glac ier as far as I dared before I thought the 
b ig dog could ru sh ou t and bite me; but 
how long was its chain ? The mountains 
were so vas t cl nd I fe lt so insignifi ca nt that 
I erred on the side of caution. 

I reached the Mer de Glace w ith enough 
height to lure me in to see the corrie under 
Aiguelle elu Tacul (l nd the junction where 
the glacier splits. The moraines below me 
were unique, patterned like a Bakewell tart. 
I was tota Ily los t in the w onder of the rock 
amphithea tre th at. surrounded me - time 
stood still - there was no past, no future, 
Just the hea rt-pounding present. The air was 
cri sp and cleM so that the ice and snow 
seemed almost w hiter than white, a bril
liant white, the rock a menacing black: a 
scene of extr~'m es. 

I decided th at w hite glac iers fill ed w ith 
seracs and crevasses were not the best 
places to go loo king for therm als and 
I beca me awa re of my pred icament ]:>
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> almost as suddenly as I had slipped into 
my dream. I turn ed and ran, the big dog of 
th e mountain snapping at my heels. 

I 51 ipped out of the valley towards 
Switzerland and the wide Rhone. I chose 
the southern side and found little lift until 
I got low. Working my way up a rocky cliff 
a few mi les from Verbier, I caught a flash of 
red out of the comer of my eye on an out
crop just below the top. Next time round I 
saw the lone climber, thousands of feet up. 
I almost picked him off with my wingtip as 
my little thermal burst into life, rocketing 
me upward and away from his ledge. I had 
invaded his private alpine day for a few 
seconds. Had I mJde his day or spoilt it? 

My dreJm was to fly the north bee of the 
Eiger, and that might mean a l.:lIlding north 
of the Berner Alps IOW<HcJS Interlaken. It 
was now past 4 o'clock and I thought 
I should push as far as I could to prepare 
for tomorrow. I romped east up the Rh6ne 
valley towards Austria and crossed to the 
north of the valley when I WdS clear of 
Sion. There were many feeding vall eys, 
offering tempting routes into the heart of 
the big Swiss mountains but, hard as I tried, 
the turbulence and broken thermals would 
not allow me more than a tantalising 
glimpse towards Munch and the lungfrau . 

On reaching the Fisher Glacier, I finally 
took stock of my slowing progress. Heavy 
rain showers were catching me up from the 
west. I ·had a tenuous 65km glide back to 
the only gliding club, Sinn, but I couldn 't 
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pred ict if my path would be clear of rain. 
Certainly, the longer I waited, the more I 
risked getting stuck. 

I picked up some convergence I ift from 
the advancing storm and at 11 ,000ft asl 
I had 9,SOOft to gl ide 45km (about I : 16). I 
hoped even a shower and a headwind 
would have trouble stopping me. Seconds 
later it started raining, a fine mist at first 50 
the glider's handling went 50ft, then the 
inev'itable depressing sweep of the vario 
needle downwards! The rain was never 
heavy enough to see a defined edge; all 
I could do was continue my plunge into 
the va lley. I arrived at Sian with an 
uncomfortab le lack of height but cleared 
the rai n just before I landed. There was 
little sign of life Jround the aeroc luo 
hanga rs. The only people I found were a 
German couple who quickly exp lained my 
predicament. They could let me out with 
their electronic pass, but once outside the 
high security perimeter fencing, I would 
not be able to return until morning. The 
only shops and restaurants were outs ide, 
but my bed, an offer of th e floor in the 
cl ubhouse, was ins ide. EJt or sleep? The 
couple gave me all they had, J tin of apple 
juice and a single bread roll and I waited 
for better fortune in the murning. 

The air in the Alps was still far too wet to 
be described as classic but I knew I should 
push as hard as I could while they were 
stili soarable. The airport authorities told 
me there might be some gliding late in the 

cl fternoon, so today I was on my own . 
I kept to the north side of the wide 

Rh6ne valley, hoping to pick up the best of 
the late morning sunshine. As soon as I got 
above the first rocky cliffs there was lift. 
What was impossible yesterdclY was now 
disturbingly easy. Finding liit on the corner 
of the Lanza vall ey, I quickly escJped from 
the Rhone, climbing along a steeply-rising 
ridge towards the biggest mountains in 
Switzerland. Everything I hacllearnt in the 
last few days indicated there would be no 
lift above the shadows but incredib ly there 
was. By Aletschhorn I was up tu almost 
12,000ft and still expeLting sink at any 
moment. I planned escape routes either 
back down the Lanza, or ahead, over a 
very high col. I continueci but wa ited until 
the last mument to commit - by now 
almost willing sink to force a decision but 
it never came. I crossed into the corr ie at 
the heJd of the Aletsch glac ier Jnd before 
me IJY the longest gl clCier in continental 
Europe. I had reJched adrenalin sa turat ion. 

The glacier was overwhelming. Thick 
morJines showed the sweeping curve of 
the ice bJck to the Rh6ne and all Jround 
were the highest mountains I could 
comprehend; FinsterJarhorn , Monch, Eigor 
and Jungfrau. I ran the length of the glaC ier 
like J toboggan run unti l the ice spilt out to 
the valley and I could follow the Rhone 
eastwards Once again. 

Cloud was sitting in three distinct bands. 
In the highest mountains, now behind me, 
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the peaks were just capped with a cloud
bJSO bet\l'een 12-13,OOOft. On the valley 
sides, however, the mJin cloudbase WilS 

tadt no higher th an 9,OOOft, ,)nd just above 
the main valley floor, daillp grey bilnners 
lay against th e valley WJlls only a few 
thou s<l nd feet up. I found no lift until the 
rurkapass w here I manJged to c1illlb along
side the lorries twisting thei r way up the 
hairpin bends. Soon I waS high enough 
to sec north through the Grimselpass. 
A mass of low c loud was boiling up frolll 
Int('rLaken and i was vcry glad yesterdJY's 
ende<lvours had not taken me further north . 

I W<l S now in the Rhein va lley, whi ch had 
quite <l different fee!, almost softer with 
more gr en in the peJks and less industry 
below. As I slipped along, the clouds cap
ping the GIMner Alps to the north be6'd n 
look ing wetter <md their h<lses dipped, 
forcing me out into th e valley. lllere was 
less sUIl'lhine on the slopes and soon the 
peaks to the south followed suit. Before 
( hur I went south down th e HinterRhein 
towards c<1 lm 'r ski "s ut quickly th e 
airill ass looked un t ble ever),where Jnd 
wher v r ther was good lift there was 
rain. For alillost an hour the on ly lift 
I cou ld take was the wea kest of thermals 
from the vall ey floor, but I was keeping dry. 
I was fl ying c lose to max imum weight and 
paying a penalty for every kilogramme. 

The showers appea red to die away to 
the north and the va lley w ind increased, 
flushing me along to the next high pea ks, 
the Ratishe Alps. Lift was scarce and over 
Tiefencastel the b<llance started taking a 
downturn. I was gelling stressed and after 
skimming the first IJndJble fi eld for hours, 
I climbed 2,000ft w ith the engine to give 
my furrowed brow a break fori 5 minutes. 

I began to douht the wisdom of my route 
and the ncarest low-l eve l airfield, l3ad 
Ragaz, was now miles into wind towards 
the rain. I knew I was flying into J trap and 
my mi1ps were not good ilt shOWing details 
of the smalb v<1ll ey5. V\! ith som lat rai 
thinkin g, I found a rai lwil )! IllCl rk dthat did 
not appea r to brea k with a tunnel through 
the mountains and concluded it had to be 
a pass. There WJS an airfie ld too, in the 
long Ve Iley beyond, so I pinned my hopes 
on findin g the railwilY. 

I approached the head of the va lley w ith 
little mOre than 5,000ft; my GPS .onfirmed 
that the Jirfield at Samecian was only 
5.5km aw,lY - but I just could not work out 
where it could be. I had il wa ll of rock in 
front of me! The pressure increilsed ,1gilin 
as I turned round to see a curtain of rain 
stalking me; again I was not in lift. I could 
f<;'el the adrcnalin start to pump. 

The clouds were look ing more and more 
oppressive and there was little sunshine. I 
found very we,lk lift over a spur and once 
I was high enough to sta rt Ll beat, I c1illlbed 
the valley head in dynamic lift. 

I had failed to notice Silmedan's altitude 
of 5,600ft, so nothing quite prepared me 
for th e height of the Albulapass. After Wh,lt 
seemed like the whole afternoon I was 
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Opposite: Guy 's travels 


through the Alps 


(Map: Steve Longland) 


Right: Guy's DG·400 in 

the Aeroclub hangar on 

Innsbruck airport. In the 

roof is a Fox two-seat 

aerobatic trainer 

level with , th en fin ally c limbed above the 
ra ilway line and could visuJlise the pass 
and the mountainscapc surrou nding me. 
I topped out at just over I O,OOOft and had a 
beautiful outlook towards th e harsh IClnd
sCJpe of St Moritz and It<lly. There was no 
sun; th e snowy peaks Iuoked depressingly 
cold and merciless. I still cou ld not sec 
Samedan. I slipped along the long pass as 
my antic ip,l ti on buil t <l nd fi na ll y Jt the end 
of its southern wall , t could see the < irfi eld 
in th _ EngadinValley. There wa. no sign of 
Jctivitv. I should have cut mv losses then 
Jnd I;/nded. I had already h,~d more than 
enough excitement for one (by but figured 
that it would be wet tomorrow and I had 
precious few Swiss francs left. I was over 

'In the next hour and a half 

I experienced every kind of 


emotion possible in a glider' 


the river Inn and afrer i1 quick scan clown 
the map I decided to start tuwJrds 
Innsbruck in I\ustria. 

In thE' next hour and il half of soaring 
and exploring I experi enced every kind of 
emotion pas. ib l in J glider. I haclthe 
fru£tr, ti on of a 35 km glide without lift, 
w hich just proved that I had not learnt 
anything about valley winds. I then went 
for ,)n engin e stJ rt JS I W,lS down graz ing 
the suft green va lley sides and h<ld a 
couple of minutes of very rou gh running. 
I turned the engine off to save it for a reJI 
emergency Jild just as I was hilling total 
despair Jncl surveying fi elels aga in, 
I stumbled into convergence that whisked 
me back to 10,OOOfl. 

I romped through the Stubaier Alps under 
fat cumulus that looked ready to burst but 
the elat ion was short li ved, as I turned 
l"Ou nd to see m)' WJy bilck towards 
Samedan blocked by sheets of rain, ,lnd 
more storms building over the Lechtaller 
Mountains. The crosswind was still 
strengthening and I knew I had to move 
quickly to reach InnsiJrllck before the rain. 
I eventually climbed high enough for a 
gl ide but delilyed to take even more height 
as I could see a band of heavy rJ in that 
looked as if it would crOss the vJll e), 

ahead. I delclyed too long as heav), 
raindrops st,) rt ed t() sl(l p intn the ca r10py 
- I was going down I ca ll ed Innsbruck 

' appro,Kh and cl ec lJred illy intent ion to 
divert to th eir ficici, th en with everything 
crossed I started the engi ne <lgain to try ,md 
slow Ill)' terminal slidc' downwards. It fired 
perfectly and with everything working righr 
for a change, I was given clearance to enter 
the Innsbruck control zon '. I a keel if 
I could Ie nel on th grass ra ther the n the 
mai n runway, a r qu 5t that w~s gra nted. 
I l;lIlded and ro lled up to the aeroc lub 
h':lI1ger to be met by a couple who though 
very pleased to see me, seeilled confused 
as to why I hadn 't landed On the grass 
runway but had chosen the winch track! 

The next da)" s forecast was not good 
dnd the advice I had was to launch onto 
th e south-facing cliffs above th e ,lirport. 
The airsp,Ke above the 'lirport is sp lit in! 
glider zones, with per'mission req uired to 
cross between the zo nes and to cross th e 
va ll e)' over the' instrument approa c.h. 

An hour after takeoff. IllV PS stil l read 
2.2 km from the airport. I had seen thre ' 
jets land and take off below me and my 
bes t efforts to ga in (l ltitud · hCld won me a 
total of 800ft. The cliff still towered, bow 
Cl nd in frustrJtion I pressed on a littl e E'ilst, 
to a different-shaped sUlllmit, to find Illy 
fir, t thermal tll c10udbase at 4,OOOft. 

I crossed Over i1 low peak cuvered in 
hang-gliders waiting to I,lunch. The hill side 
looked like <I n oversized boomerang 
i<1Ctory; a single pZJraglidcr was the only 
thing fl ying. I crosseclthe Inn river and 
fullowed the Zillertal v,lll ey iCJrk south, 
towards Zell alll Zi ller. Soaring op ti ons 
were thin on he ground; the lush va ll y 
fl oor was not producing lift. After fl itting 
from knoll t I dge, hunting for li ft, I wa 
down to a few hundred feet :1bove the 
gr en fi elds and stJrl 'd the engine rather' 
th an land in a pilcick ck. I c limbed 1,(J(JOft 
but it was enough to reach a wooden ridge 
facin g the weak valley wind. I watched 
20 parag liders drift clown from a IJeak 
above M ayrh afen , Skm away, dnd kept 
sweeping illy ridge for anything lllorE! than 
dynamiC lift. I worked eas t Jg(lin , up J 
ri sing vall ey to th e Gerl os p.lSS, mai nly 
ridge so,lr ing, 0 ~ cas ionall y gil ill ing cl >
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TRAVELS WITH MY TOOTHBRUSH 


~ few feet in thermJls before the wind 
drifted me too fa r away from the ridge. It 
was uncomfortable flying, often a few feet 
from thE spurs of the ridge in poor lift with 
the strengthening wind creating pockets of 
punishing sink. 

Once over the pass, thermals improved 
quickly and my optimism returned at 
cloudbase, now 6,0001t above the va lley 
floor. I had entered the Enns valley. the 
longest in the Alps, stretching over 250km 
towards Vienna. The Alps were looking 
lower Jnd lusher with ev ry kilometre east 
but I kept mindful that the 11 ,000ft peaks 
of the Zi llerta ler Alps were only a f w 
ki lometres south, deep in cloud. 

Towering cumulus surrounded the last 
high massif of the Tirol , the Grorsglockner. 
Th highest peak, <1t. over 12,OOOft, was 
never in viC'w, but the lower valleys let me 
exp lore up to the high lakes under the 
Kitzste inhorn. I had contemplated stopping 
at lell am See as I knew there was a 
gliding club, but alt.hough the cumulus 
were spreading out further SOUtJ1, I hoped 
for a few more hours of soaring. I left 
GrorSglockner at H,OOOft but the spreaclout 
W<lS soon reducing lift and it wasn't long 
beiore I was back at ridge level. The 
westerly v(l ll e), wind prllVided some lift on 
the corners oi th v;:lIleys joining the Enn, 
with ( w thermal from the valley sides. 

I driited past Niederbb larn, venue oi 
the Glider Acrobatic World Championsh ips 
in 1999, and set Illy sigh ts on Trieben, 
20 mil , urther cast. I fo llowed the 
sou thern sp lit in the river valleys dnd 
arrived Jt 2,000it, enough height to survey 
the tow n Jnd field for signs of life. There 
were SOflle buildings c lose to the runway, 
but nothing th<Jt looked like a lubhousc. 
The town was dominated by J coup le of 
industri al ch imneys, painted in typ icJ ll y 
Eastern European sty le - white Jnd red 
stripes. The landscape felt co ld Jnel 
oppressive, I n overcast sky WJS leaking no 
sun light to brighten the scene and the radio 
was dead. I was tired ancl w ith an uneasy 
sense oi unwelcome I plJyed with my GPS 
frantically to find Timmersdorf, the next 

26 

"I crossed over a low peak 

covered in hang-gliders 

waiting to launch, ,. says 

Guy. "The hillside looked 

like an oversized 

boomerang factory: a 
single paraglider was the 

only thing flying" 

field 25 miles down the va lley th at might 
just be in reach. 

I started the glide a thousand feet short 
but the air was buoY<Jnl. Occasionally there 
were sp ikes of lift when the folds in the 
hillside tripped up the val ley wind, but 
I rarel y climbed . By hugging the va lley side 
the continuous reducecl sink improved my 
arrival prediction. It was a good thing too, 
as I hadn 't not iced th at the valley I was 
io llowing was now rising to a new pass, at 
over 3,000ft. I crossed the co l uy virtue of 
good luck rather th cl n judgment and ar ri ved 
in the next valley to find the J irfi eld a few 
miles hmt of LeohJn. I cou lcln 't believe 
th e difference in first impress ions. Velvety
green fi elds surrounded the short grclss 
strip; there was d sma ll c lubhouse, hanger 
and windsock, dnd vehicl es in th e car park. 
I finish ed my landing roll in front of the 
hanger, and within seconds the doors had 
been opened, an impossible number of 
gl iders moved to create some space and 
I was shoehorned in. The club president 
was a complete gentleman, let me use his 
caravan and took me out to dinner in the 
village. Top choice! 

The next day diclnot fill me with 
confidence. Th ere were J few visit ing pilots 
froIII Germany, who hJcI all chosen 
Timmersdorf as a launch site for a huge 

Velvety-green fields 

surround the small grass 

strip of Timmersdorf, 

where the club president 

gave Guy the use of a 
caravan. shoehorned his 

glider into the hangar and 

took him out to 

dinner in the vii/age 

fli ght into the mountains, but had settl ed 
for local sOJring due to the continuous wet 
weather. By lunchtime everybody hJci 
given up. Showers Jnd low c loud were 
blowing in fmm the north-west. I took my 
chelilc in the eJrly afternoon, Jncl made a 
long climb towards the brightest-looking 
sky to the south-east, downwind. 

I found lift under the rirst cloud with 
shape, but the thermJls were weak and 
broken. A long line of convergence curtain 
c loud was running roughly crosswind, but 
any strong lift brought with it a fine mist of 
rain . It WJS a pyrrhic v ictory for soaring! 
I stumbled from soaring disaster to 
catastruphe in dnd out of rain Until I could 
see Graz and knew I had to stop drifting 
downwind or I would be in airspace. 

It dawned on me eventuall y that the /\Ips 
were running out; the terrain was fl attening 
into hills but in weather like thi s even low 
hill s were becoming ,1 burden. I wondered 
abou t possibilities of continuing sou th-cast 
towards Sloven i,l and HungJrY, but I hadn 't 
invest igated visa or customs requ i remen ts 
so decided to cl ear the end of the Alps 
northwJrds to the edge of Austria. 

I found J brighter patch and c limbed 
over the last high escarpment for J iang 
crosswi nd glide to Wiener Neustadt, on the 
western side of Vienna. I radioed the gliding 
club on the military field, past hosts o f the 
wor lels, but they were quite sure I did not 
have permission, and gl ider or not, I was 
not going to IJnd. The c ivil airfield next 
door was initially no more helpful, 
directing me back to the glider field, but 
eventu <l lly accepted I could land. 

There WilS a warm dry wind as I ti ed 
down on the end of the flight line, away 
from the helicopt-cr activity nearer the 
hangers. I had broken my Eu ro-converter 
plug so before I cou ld charge my soaring 
batteries I found a surermarket on the 
il irfi eld perimeter that so ld plugs, but to my 
horror they did not accept plastic, leaving 
me with a stark cho ice of charging batteries 
or eating! I w ished I hJd cha nged more 
money ea rli er and tri ed to convince myself 
I loved soa ring ... 

Next· issue: will Guy make it home? 

Sailplane & Gliding 



II 

WEB WEATHER STATION 


Your club's met on the net 

Alex Latty describes the web 
weather station that helps with 
your early-morning worries 
about what conditions are like 
at your gliding club 

HAVE YOU ever wi shed vou could 
view the weather at yo~r club before 
you decide to jump in your CJr and 

drive there, only to find thJt everyone is 
confined to the cluhhouse drinking coffee 
and reminiscing about th eir l<l st ep ic fli ght? 

For members of Borders GC, this is il 

thing of th e past. Since th eir webmaster 
dev ised J system to upl oad w ea ther 
informJtion to the intern et, members ca n 
now view information or use their mobile 
phone to Jccess text messages containing 
w ea ther info . 

There is also th added Ip nefit of be ing 
able to view the latest wea ther at work 
th roughout the week, thinking of what 
could be for the fo llowing weekend. 

It all starteci when Borders GC moved to 
its new site in 1997: not onlv did Transco 
prov ide us with J new Jirfie ld because of 
the log isti cs o f building a venting station 
but also gave us a new clubhouse Jnd 
hanga r free of charge. Whilt .1 pack of lucky 
so-and-sos, I hear you say. I think thi s is a 
cl ass ic case of hav ing an airfield in the 
wrong place at the right time syndrome. 

Spurred on hy these new surroundings, 
the members thought it was about time 
Borders GC had illveb presence. A site was 
duII' created (www.borclersgliding.co. uk) 
with interest ing but static content. 

If you look at the majority o f gliding club 
websites, I'm sure you will agree th ai th e 
conten t doesn't change very much from 
week to week, (md t·he local webm aster 
gets hassled to do something about it. 
Finding myse lf in this situation I decided 
that I wou ld silence the masses and add a 
webcam to prov ide some dynamic conten t 
and increase the hits (a web term which 
means someone has accessed your site). 
This webcam was pos itioned to view 
College Vil iley (see photo, right). This is 
an Jrea south of the cl ubhouse, which 
extends for some six mil es or so; most of it 
is a ridge il t 1 ,800ft, ending at Cheviot 
(3 ,000(t ASl). 

Havi ng looked at some of the webcam 
software on the market, I found that there 
was nothing that I could use to provide 
exactl y what I wanted. Being J software 
engineer I dec ided to write my own . As 
things progressed thi s proved to be a good 
dec ision as new functionality was later 
required w hich I could have not provided if 
we had bought a dedica ted webcam 
software package. 

I'll mention at this stage that the club 
already had a Pentium 200 computer, 
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Hundreds of hours of work went into the devising of a web weather station for Borders GC. Webmaster Alex 

Laity drew on 20 years · experience of computers and electronics as well as his background in gliding 
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running Windows 98, w hich we used for 
EW barographs. So all we needed in 
addit ion to this was cl modem, ,1 webcam 
anci some software. The chJirm,ln kindlv 
donated a mod ·'m dnd th e com mittee ' 
sa ncti oned th e spend of J ll1aS_ IVe £60 for 
d Phi lips Vesta web -·am. This uses a USB 
connec tion (which , incidentall y, Windows 
95 does not support). 

As prev iously men tioned, the sma ll 
matter of the softW<:HC was left to mE'. 

Anyone w ho has done any software 
development w ill know how long it takes 

The weather station webcam at Borders GC. Milfield, 

showing a wave day when its pilots got to 17,500ft 

- and finding the time w ith a wife and two 
young gir ls, not to mention work. gliding 
and being hass led by Helen to write thi s 
arti c le - W,lS diffi cult, but mil thanks to the 
girl s for heing so understallC.ling. 

On those gloolllY cia when everyone 
al in the c luhhouse (on new furniture 

might as well rub it in) and to ld th ir tal 
of Diamond heights (we did have some last 
year) and other explo its, I decided to get on 
with the job of developing the software, 
onl y surfac ing fo r ,1 close of caffei ne. 

Attl'r many hours ,1nd il phone bill to 
match, the process of taking il picture anci 
uploading it to the Internet had finally been 
tested Jncl was robust enough to deploy. 
The software was install ed and configured 
to take pictures at preddineci times. 

The software all ows the user to select any 
time (15-minute slots) on any day to t,lke d 

p icture and upload it to the net. Time 
menus for each day are dynamica ll y creJl
cd . That is, the time does not appea r unless 
a pic ture exists to view. The mJin emphas is 
in th e design is for someone w ho has vcr 
little computer knowlerlge to be Jble to 
install and operate th e. system 
successfully, which I think I helVe achi eved. 

Having completed thi s p iece of work, 
I baskecl in the glory. Then the rumhlin gs 
stJrted again and requests for w ea ther 
informiltiCJn to accompany the pictures ~ 
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WEB WEATHER STATION 

• beca me a topic of convCf"5Jtion. This 
WdS to prove more of a techn iea l problem 
th,ln the \lVeb c.; 'lm lJ~lt with 20 years ' 
experien e of electronics and computers 
I pushed ahead. 

The club alrcady hJci weather mon itor ing 
equipment, which vvas hought from a 
Briti,h compJny cdlle I Instroillet Ltd (we 
couldn't get thi s (rom Trdnsco, unfortunate
ly ). This cons isted of the usua l wind speed, 
t emperdtu r ~ dnd prl'ssurc, which was rE'Jd 
fruill a nie ~ wooden -abinel housing the 
gauges. The first problem was to transfer 
the data from the ex isting wCJther sensors 
to a Pc. This was ach it'ved by purchJsing 
an additi onal pi ce of kit called MetLog, 
also from Instromet. This connects to the 
s('n. ors and prov ides the informcltion 
through a serid I connec tion . This llleJ Ilt 
th ar, once instClll ed, it could be connec ted 
to our exis tin g Pc. 

First problem sol ved, I moved onto the 
next, which turned out to be abou t 400 
hours work . This involved developing the 
ex isting software further. Th presentCltion 
rl'lTlained the sanle with tho <lddit ion of 
we,lther inforlllJ tion tagg d below th e 
pi ctlll'e (see screen, on the previous page) . 

In add ition to the internet content, 
I thought that, w ith everyone having a 
Illobil e phone (essentiJI fm those landouts), 
it would be usc iul to send ,1 tex t messLlge 
(see diagram, right) to registered us rs at 
certai n times. Thi:; i, p roving v "r), useful ~lS 
yuu ca n view th wearher wh il , p l;Jy ing 
with your mobil e in bed il t 7am . (T; k all 
sorts, I suppose!) 

Thi s articl e is not meant to give detailed 
t ' hniea l inform,ltiofl (that c, n be found on 
Illy webs itL', \"/ww./aLoftware. co.uk) but 
somE' of the features are as fo llows: 
• Runs o n Windows L)/3 ilnd above. 
• Wl.'ather information is sdmpled alld 
stored in, cl atabdse every 1':; minutes. 
• The software CJters for Webc<lm and/o r 
Iylet opl'ra tion . 
• DatJ can be il utomJtica ll y uploJded to 

the net, with very I ittl e experience. 
• 1\ "rea l-time" screen is ava ilJble 011 the 
PC with MEHNET instililed. 
• Craph ic:iI trends for the last week. 
• Table trends for the Idst week. 

Future developments inc lude: IVIET 
Phone, al lowing members to diJI up a 
number cl nd li sten to th e Idtest weather; 
M ET Query, a Illod ul e to query the 
dJtabase and output to J fo rmilt w hich CJIl 
be imported and examined with a spread 
sheet program and J Loca l Area N'twork 
version of M ETActive. Thi s will allow 
computers con nee ted across a network to 
vi ew informati on in real-time. 

Borders GC is in Northumberl and nea r 
rhe Scottish border. It is in close proximity 
to the Cheviots and so we experi ence J 

w ide range of cond itions, ran ging from 

wave even in sum mer (th e cond iti ons 
shown on p28 gave a 17,500ft c limb l ) to 
therm tl ls Jnd ridge sO i:Hing. The weJ ther is 
vol c til Jnd CJn be compl etely different to 
th at on ly 20 Illiles aw ay. For thi s rea son, 
th e equipment is exce llent. 

I now look at the message on Illy phone 
at 7a m un Saturday Jnd if it 's raining, 
yes, you guessed it, I still go to the club 
to talk Jbout the lates t exp lOits and li sten to 
the rumblings l 

I hope thi s article has given you an 
illsight into what is invo lved . Enjo)' your 
gliding and h:eep a good lookout (pun 
intended) for more detJils on Illy website. 
Anyone want Jil au topilot for their g lider? 

AI ' X, webmdster for Borders GC can (Ie 

reached cit: mt'14Ilel ~'\ 1<11 50flwart'.c().Llk 

Display format for messaging service (dat3 I~. for the last 15 rn lrlules) 
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Met4net offers a text messaging service to registered users. decoded above. "You can view the weather at lam 

while playing with your mobile in bed," says software designer Alex Latty "Takes all sorts. I suppose." For more 

technical details of the system hes devised, see his website at WWW.I .. I, ,,flw.lrl'.co.ui; 

• Bonery Volls 
• Three~velQger McdfS 
• ltlermol Tolal Averoge 

XKIO "CLUB"VARIO SYSTEM 
* Over SOO units in use in the UK alone
* See us on: www.cairaviation.co.ulc 
from (air eL- ~ 

• Spied10 fly
XKIO "CLUB" VARIOMrnR • Cl im b/ Ciu., Mod• REPEATtR METEROPTION Aviation Ltd.~ 
• Audio(DtieJ tlmb r01e • AulO Shul 00'1111 Q'"nighl • 60mm Mounlin-g ."0 Mods Requirtd 
.110 fialk R"Iuired • HighSink R" . AI••, £149 • loom Indude1l £89 "You can bank on us"• AVC on 0I11III Toa, • GUll Filler ing £249 • 0 - Sk II \'11ffl Mod• • Metric ~t,sion O-Sm/ st( 

• New Instruments: PZl Expanded Scale AS I's. 1.5 Turns 0·140kts £11 4, 1.75 Turns O·200kls £124, PZl Zero Relet Vorios, Flask and Ring, 80mm (Glider) £189, Exlended Scole (Molar Glider) 
£189, 57mm (Glider) £219, 12V Mini TIS £211 , Sensil ive Altimeters £149-£153, PZl Altimeter £89, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullel Pedestal Compass £49, lC3 Panel Composs £47, PZl 

Panel Compass £47{Vertical Card Compass £139, TIS Converter £18. 00 • Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons with new Solid Siole Inverter, Ferranti Mk6 £339, Mk 14 (Coloured Display) 
£359, 80mm Glider rate TIS £99, Mini American Glider role TIS £249, Mini Accelerometers £89 • Radios: ICOM A3E £276, A22E £299, Delcom 960 £216.90, Delcom 960 Panel Mount 

Version £247.90, Glider BaHery d10rger £19.90 • Parachutes: SK94, Type Certified, C. of A. Rapid Opening, low Descent Rate, Steerable, Comfortable, lumbar Support, Bog , 20 year life £509 
• 6GA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New "OHfurs" £169, latest "OHfur" alternative releose for modern eliders - Aerotow CW4CO series £169, C of G CW300 series £ 199, 

Exchange all series with latest modi~cal ions £89, Spring Kils available all series. 

(OUND. STRUT, 1 Questen News, (opt horne Road, (rawley, W. Sussex, England, RH10 3PA Tel +44 (0) 1293888185 • Fax/Phone +44 (0) 1293881764 
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The EW HD type" 
IGC approved flight recorder. 

Just £275 plus VA T and delivery. 

Looking for a Windows software program which can 
upload your EW unit, analyse IGC format files as well 
as task set, upload your Garmin logs and download 
your TP's to your Garmin? Look no further than the 
tried and tested EWView3 for Windows program. 

Free trial disc set available on our web site. 
Just £ 49.95 inc. VAT & P&P 

IGC approval for use with the most popular Garmin GPS receivers. 

Upgrade your existing Model A & B GPS recording 
units to the latest IGC approved FR specs 

£ 75.00 + VAT inc ofservicing and 2 year ca/ib cert. Comes with DOS software and 13/1 you need to connect to your GPS and 
computer. Ideal for competitions and badge claims lip to Diamond C. 
Incorporates the following features : 24 hours of recorded position and 

Upgrade + Calibration + EWView3 £95.00+ VAT 

height data at a 4 second sample rate. motor and pilot event POltS, 
electronic declaration. 9-16 volt external power input and 9 volt intema, 

battery giving up to 40 hours stand alone recording time. standard 
electronic barograph witl? 15Km altitude range and 5m altitude 

resolution . user selectable sample intervals from 1 to 999 seconds, 
extremely robust and simple 1 button stan up routine. 

Would all customers note that EW 
will be closed from 27/07/01 to 

20/08/01 for our annual holidays. 

EW Avionics, Seymour Barn , Widmere Lane, Marlow, Bucks SL7 3DF, England 
Tell Fax 01628 477999 Email ew@ewuk.co.uk Website www.ewuk.co.uk 

in 14h 20m = 1nkph 

After the World Record 

achievements of the 

'99 OSTIV expedition 


to the Andes, the 2000 

trip brought even more 


spectacular success. 


Congratulations to 

Klaus Ohlmann for the 

World's Longest Ever 


Glider Flight, 26.1 1.00. 


For information on new and 
used S10's and how you (an 
make spt'da(Ular use of your 
valuable time, please contad : 

Mike Jefferyes, 

Tanglewood. 


Fingrith Hall Road. 

Blackmore. Essex CM4 ORU 

Tel/Autofax: 01217 823066 

MikeJefferyes@ 

STEMME.co.uk 
(Coming soon:

_w.STEMMtco.uk) 
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S&G reports on the three Worlds 
- and talks to the second British 
World Champion of the year 

THE SMALL, new airfi eld at Lill o in 
Spain had rece ived mu ch preparation, 
writes British Team Manager Harry 

ivlidcllelun, to ready it lor th e World .lass 
and 18-Metre World Championships. 

Competing for Grea t Britain in th e World 
(or PeeWee) Class was SMah Steinberg 
(nee HJrland), in Burn GC's PW-5, HZB. 
Steve Jones and Dave Watt fl el:v the first 
l8-Metre Class worlds: Dave in DW, his 
IS-metre Ventus 2a, and Steve in Bill 
Murray's 18-metre Ventus 20, 2S0 (above). 

Angel Garcia, the director, put in an 
immense amount of effort but th ere were 
considerabl e organisational problems 
- after all, this was Spain. A rumour was 
heard on the grid (started, I bel ieve, by the 

Dutch team) that a BSC camera crew were 
due to film a j;urther episode of FclWlty 
Tuwers at the airfield. Get the picture? 

The opening ceremony ,lnd Ivlayoral 
recepti un were in Lill o town, hu t the real 
ceremuny took pl ace at th e airfield at 
20.30 with an aerobati c di splay by a 
Stearman, nicely flown. 

Around 700 peopl e attended: the locals 
were invited, having had their taxes from 
the last three years spent on devel oping the 
airfield. At 23.30 I left a ceremony that 
looked like lasting all night. 

Task areas were mainlv to the south and 
w est of Lillo with th e M~drid TMA just to 
th e north at 8,000ft. Lengths varied frolll 
I 'J6km to SOSkm. The weather was mostlv 
blue, with just occasional cu in the Tol ed~) 
Illountain area. Thermals were very strong 
- often given at briefing as 4-5m/s (7-1 Okis) 
up to 16,000ft early in th e competition. 

Day 3 scores were protested by our team 

for the handling of airspa ce infringements. 
Our action resulted in clay disqualification 
for th e uffending pilots. The Italians th en 
ubjected to that, clnd the disqu,l lification 
was red uced to a 1 OOpt penalty. Aft er that, 
the Swiss protested but w ere not upheld. 

If Dave had not confused a TF' on Dav :3, 
scoring only distance points, he could' 
well have won the l8-metre worlds - in 
I S-metre mode. But he dnd Steve pair-fl ew, 
and Steve won, well supported by crew 
Andy Linco ln and Dempster Hdmiltoll. 

Sarah had the encouragement of all the 
competito rs. She fl ew three blinding clay 
wins, and was third twi ce. She deserved 
the title for sheer determination but on the 
last day was pipped by the French who 
had pair-flown the whole comp very well. 

All in all, another very successful 
worlds for British pi lots - well c1olle. 
For l-'1/orld Air Games n (, ~\'s, set" www.f<li.nrg and, 

for gliding (('suIts, www.deroclubdetoledo.com 

Blistering temperatures and numerous delays at the aerobatics 

THE BRITISH Team at the 9th World Gliding 
Aerobatic Competition, writes Guy Westgate, 
was the most comprehensive ever: the British 
Aerobatic Association provided a full judging 
team (Ben Ellis, Dick Happs and Judi Jones) to 
complement the five pilots at Palma Del Rio in 
Andalucia, Spain. 

Of all the World Air Games disciplines, our 
contest organisation had some of the worst 
problems. It was held up for a day as the 
judges' facilities were late and there were 
numerous delays throughout the nine days 
caused by poor logistical support, equipment 
failure and a lack of tugs. The midday tempera
ture was regularty a blistering 40' and it was 
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almost dangerous to leave the shade between 
13.00hrs and 17.00hrs. The comp became a 
test of endurance; if you were drawn to fly in 
the afternoon it was hard to find 100 per cent 
concentration after a day of desert sunshine. 

There must be three tasks to validate a world 
Berobatic championship and that was achieved 
with only one day to spare. The organisation 
came good on the last day, however, and com
pteted a fourth programme to give victory to a 
Russian, Panfierov, who had shown world
class performance throughout. The British 
suffered the same fate as many of the 55 pilots, 
succumbing to some small mistakes in 
manoeuvres and disorientation in the aerobalic 

box. Our results reflect our lack of training 
compared to many subsidised teams but are 
an improvement on the last Worlds. 

We would like to' thank the BGA Executive 
who recognised our team for the first time this 
year, but there was disappointment that, once 
again, we were not supported by the BGA 
Comps committee. Aerobatics is no more a 
minority sport than some soaring categories 
and as a fledgling team we are in desperate 
need of better support. 
Overall results: 1. Alexander Panfierov (RUSSia): 2, Jerzey 

Makula (Poland): 3, Adam Michalowski (Poland). 


UK pilols: 36. Guy Westgate; 39. James Allen: 45. Ian 


Tunstall: 51. Paul Conran: 54, ChriS Cain. 
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Left: Dave Watt took two day WinS in 15-metre mode 

Centre: the 18-metre podium. Above: thermal. anyone? 'I had:n't done 450km in 3hrs before' 
STEVE Jones (inset, left) has won the third 
worlds he entered - the first one over flatlands. 
Lillo, in central Spain 100km south of Madrid, is 
on a 2,500ft-high plateau, with some higher hills. 

The 33-year-old new champion is an aircraft 
engineer for the family business, Southern 
Sailplanes - agents for Schempp-Hirth, makers 
of the winning Ventus. He has 400hrs power but 
gliding is his first love: "It runs in the family 
- and in the business as well," he says. His 
father, Ralph, has won seven nationals. Steve, 
20th in New Zealand and 12th at St Auban, has 
3,000hrs gliding and his wins include last year's 
15-Metre Europeans. His Lillo title guarantees 
him a place in the 18-Metre worlds in Rieti. 

"Most gliding comps are basically repeat 
experiences - this was completely different," 
says Steve. "We had a forest fire that burned off 
two ridge lines: straight over the top, down in 
the bottom then over the next top. I went into it 
at 7,000ft and Dave at 5,000fl. We'd only been 
getting 10,000ft: this thing spat us out at 
15,000ft. The Pole who went in got a 22kt climb." 

Another high spot - metaphorically speaking 
- was the last day. By then, Dave's confusion of 
a TP - he missed the penalty box for the correct 
one by just 70m on Day 3 - had put paid to his 
title hopes. But Steve was just five points 
behind the leader. At that point, the experience 
of the Brits came into its own. "We started the 
last task - 450km - at five to four in the after
noon," says Steve, "and the finish line closed at 
7.30pm! We just sat there floating around and 
waiting. We were very relaxed about the whole 

Sarah Steinberg, European Womens Champion, at 

Lillo. She won three of seven days in the World Class 

August - September 2001 

British result. Daything but had we not done similar things before, 
2 4 5 6 7 

we wouldn't have been. We needed to do around 
Dave Watt 12 14 27 I 2 2 1130kmlh. It's a tali' order. But we were pretty con· 

Day paints 796 627 389 590 992 941 1000fident that conditions were going to be reason· 
SIeve Jones 15 10 I 10 I 3 2able. Nothing had changed from the day before, 

Daypo;nls 786 672 944 510 1000938 981and the weather before the start confirmed that. 
I've never done 450km in about three hours Sarah Steinberg 3 18 I 3 22 

Day paints II»! 610 981 436 tOOO 822 557before!" Dave won the day with 146.8kmlh and 
Steve came in second at 145.2km/h. 

Overal" 1&-Melre Class CDuntry Points 
"We came here to win," says Steve, "and we 

1. Steve Jones GB 5831 
went into the last day aiming to win, not to come 

2. Leonardo Brigl iadori Italy 5570 
second. We were either going to succeed or 

3. Werner Danz Switzerland 5422 
come 10th - and we won. We took a bit of a risk 

7. Dave Wan GB 5335 
and it was nice to see that payoff." 

Overall, World Cia"" Country PDlnts 
"The rest of Europe is taking the British team 

1. OliVier Darozze France 5524 
very seriously nowadays," he adds. "At Lillo 

2. Sebastian Dubreuil France 5500 
they commented several times that the French 

3. Sebastian Kawa Potand 5468 
are getting fed up, saying : 'The English, they 

5. Sarah Steinberg GB 5403 
have got no weather - how can they do this?'" 

"( lathing Designed for Pilots by a Pilot" 

" a lightweight comfortable range of clothing 
that, after a short series of tests. appears to do 
exactly what the designer claims . .. 

P Oduct ReVlew "Flyer" Magazine April 2001 

The new 

Stormbyrd Flight Suit Mk II 
Designed with glider pilots in mind. 
based on the MoD free fall parachutist suit 

• Lightweight, sitky micro-fibre • Windproof· 
• Water-repellent • Breathable material • 

Price £105 

For full details of the Stormbyrd range - jackets, fleeces, 
lined trousers, shirts, bodywarmers, neck gaiters, 
Powerdry T shirts and more - call 

07050 175203 or visit www.stormbyrd.com 
Stormbyrd Pilot C{othinj is a sponsor o{ the 


British Junior GIlding Team 


• Fleeces • Overshirts • Trousers · lined and unlined 
• Po lo Shirts • Flight Suits • Neck Gaiters 
• Windproofs • Powerdry • Aero Jackets 
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THERMAL TECHNIQUES 


Now bank on the mathematics 

In his concluding article about 
turns, Sam St Pierre explains 
the maths behind his theories 

T
HERMALS come in a variety of sizes, 
strengths and degt'C'cs of roughness. 
Their shape varies - all too often 

becoming pear-shaped when we find them. 
Some. such as those under a continuous 
line of c loud, are like curtains of rising air, 
with sh rp edges. Some seem to have 
multiple co res . This analysis is based on the 
'Iassic, reasonably round isolated 

thermals most often found on days of fair 
weather cu or blue conditions, with gentle 
wind, but the conclusions will often apply 
to other types, in particular, wave rOlor. 

Experi ence shows that in normal thermills 
the lift is strongest in the centre, decreas in~ 
to zero at the edge. Sometimes there is sink 
between the lift area and the surrounding, 
essentiall y zero air. The question is just 
what angle of bank will give the best rate 
of climb. Tight turns will put us in faster
rising air, but Our rate of sink will increase. 

To answer the question fully, we would 
need to know the velOCity gradient from 
centre to edge (8 future article, perhaps?). 
This is unlikely to be exactly linea r. 
However, among various poss ibiliti es 
exa mined in New Soaring Pilot (Welch 
& Irving), the only measured example 
(Konovalov) is essentially linear. 

The table (belm-v centre) is based on a 
DG-200 without waterballast. From these 
figures we can plot rates of sink for diffc'rent 
radii of turn , transfer them downw<Hcls from 
v<:lrious gradient lines, an I arrive c t visu al 
representations of the resulting rates of 
climb (diagram 1, below). 

It is immediately apparent thJt the 

Core
Diagram 1. 

Besl angle 42 degrees 

half radius 

Best angle 34 degrees 

7 5 

RadiUS of 35 
tu.oxl00 40 

45Angle of bank 
50 
55 

significant factor governing the best angle 
of bank is th e stecfJlless of the gradient 
between, for this glid 'r, 170ft and 41 .sft 
from the thermal centre, corresponding to 
bank angles between abou t ssednd 20°. t\ 
steeper gradient requires more bank. For 
gliders with a lower minimulll sink speed, 
the radii would be less, and for faster olles 
more, but the same range of angles applies. 

A 4kt centre/400ft radius/ linear thermal 
would hilve the same gradient as the 10kt 
centre/1 ,000it radius example illustrated. 
Similarly, 6kt centre/1 ,S OOft radius gives the 
same gradient as the 4kt/1,000ft 
example. So there is no direct correlation 
between either ac tual thermal st rength or 
thermal w idth ,lnci bc~st bank angle. Th ere is 
even less between achieved ratt!s of climb 
and best angle. The highest rate of climb in 
figure 1 is 6.2kts, in a British Standard 
1,OOOft radius thermal. 

Given 800ft radius, 6.2kts climb requires 
a core strength of 1O.7kts at th e best bank 
angle or 45 °. The 1.Skt climb in the 4kt 
cOre example could be equalled in a 600ft 
rZldius thermal only if lhe core strength was 
Skts , at the best bank angle of 41 °. 

At first sight, the graph seems to indicate 
that flying at mOre than the ideal hank is 
more disadvantageous than lesser angl '5. 

However, when the resultin g climb rate 
are plotted aga inst bank angle (d iagram 2, 
bottom right) it can he seen that 90 per 
cent of the best climb rate can be obtained 
with quite a wide vari, tion symmetrically 
either side of the ideal. This range becomes 
smaller for weaker and/or narrower 
thermals, but for weak thermals a more 
rea listic cons iciC'rri tion would be thc range 
giving no more ti1Jn a quarter of a knot less 
th an best - arounell 0° each way. 

Given a linear velOCity gradient, one 

Diagram 1 (left:) : rates of sink plotted 
10 V against angle of bank for a DG-200 

without waterbalJast 

Diagram 2 (right): climb rates plotted 

against bank angle. The solid vertical lines 
7 

represent rate of climb. The dotted lines
A 

represent 90 per cent of best rate of climb6 

5 V 
e 
I 

Angleg 
of 
bank 

lAS 
(kts) 

Sink 
(kts 

Turn 
radius 
(H) 

turn 
time 

(sees) 
0 1.000 40 1. 10 
10 1.015 40.31 1.13 817 75.4 
15 1.035 40.70 1.16 548 50.1 
20 1.064 41.26 1.21 415 37.4 

2 
K 

25 
30 

1.103 
1.155 

42.02 
42.98 

1.27 
1.36 

336 
284 

29.7 
24.6 

33 1.192 43.68 1.43 260 22.2 
34 1.206 43.93 1.46 254 2 1.5 

0 
G 

35 
40 

1.221 
1.305 

44.20 
45.70 

1.48 
1.64 

247 
221 

20.8 
18 

·1 
I 
i 

41 
42 

1.325 
1.346 

46.04 
46.40 

1.68 
1.72 

216 
212 

17.5 
17 

43 1.367 46. 77 i.76 208 16.5 
.} 45 1.414 47 .57 1.85 201 15.7 

50 1.556 49.89 2.13 185 13.8 
55 1.743 52.82 2.53 174 12.2 
60 2.000 56.57 3.11 164 10.8 

could reasonably conclude that strong and/ 
or narrow thermals need steep bank angles. 
EVE'n in weak 01' wiele thermals, the much
reduced radius of turn (15 per cent) at :30° 
bJnk compared with 25° more than 
compensates for the increased glider sink 
rate (7 per cent). 30° looks like a practical 
minimum. At the other end, glider sink rate 
increases rapielly for a small reduction in 
raclius, and even in the strongest, nJrrOwest 
thermal 60° should not be exceeded. This 
r<1 nge of bank angles can be translated into: 
°a turn radius between 336ft and 164ft" for 
the DG - no matter hOltv wide the thermal 

Whatever our climb rate is, we don 't 
know if we have the correct angle of bank 
for that particular radius and strength of 
thermal, nor if we are not turning tightly 
enough for the narrow and/or strong 
thermal we might be in. We can reason 
thdt low down, thermals will be Ilarrow, 
but some (particularly wave rotor, and 
'snowplough-effect' thermals set off by an 
advanCing IJrge cloud shadow) seem to 
stay narrow aII the way up. 

Since there is no morE' to lose by turning 
a bit too tightly than too gently, it would 
probably pay to always assume the worst, 
narrow case. If the thermal is weak but 
wide, it will make virtually no difference 
to use 'v n 35° as a minimum - we 
wouldn't be getting anywhere anyway. ~ 

Diagram 2 
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best angle of bank 
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5 kts core. 500 feet radius 

1.5 
1.0 
0.5 
o 

V 
E 
A 
T 

10 kts core, 1000 feet radius 	 I 
C 

best angle - - - .... A 
01 bank L 

i II 
 Aj 4 If· 
R 

If
. ~ 

V 
E 
L- 0

1 C 
I 

I 	 T0J Y 
1015 20253035404550 5560 

4 kts core. 1000 feet radius 1.5 	 K 
T 
S~~~:e ~ i1-:llllW ~ . ~ 

10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 

Angle of bank _________---' 

Sailplane & Gliding 32 



MOUNTAIN SOARING TIPS 


Running fast on ridges 

In the first of four articles about 
mountain soaring, Gavin Wills 
offers advice on ridge-running 

THE TRUTH is that even before the 
ca nopy blew off Jeff and I were not 
doing well. Struggling below the ridge 

crE's ts we seemed unable to get "ur on the 
step" to Jbsorb the energy and keep mov
ing un. It was teaching us patience and 
determinatiun: com mon lessons for sOilring 
pilot racing in the mountains. 

One particular mountain pilSS crossing 
had set us up for il fast run south. But it 
was an Jdvantage w e squJndered even 
before our ,\;layday ca lls went out. 

We <lpprua checl the unnamed PclSS from 
the lee side following J subsidiary ridge 
ie'ading to th e main r.:mge. iv\aintaining 
energy (SOkts and full ballast) but below 
glide slope, we plugged into wind and 
descending air until we met th e main range 
and turned toward the pass, a hundred feet 
above us hJlf a kil ometre aw y. Then, 
beneath the rotor with rocks off our ri ght 
wing and heavy sink to our left, we gentl y 
climbed the lee"vard slope. At the I<lst 
minute and using our excess energy, we 
punChed up thruugh the rotor, roll ed ri ght 
<l nd into a 20kt headwind . INc crossed th e 
pass and c limbed in strong lift. It felt grea t1 

Scraping over mountain passes aga inst 
strong headvvinds is a spec iality of the 
experi enced mountilin pil ot. There are 
many tri cks bu t on ly one rule. That rul e is: 
Don't Hil The Hill. Hem Jre sOllle of the 
tricks. Know the wind. Be aware of the sun 
iHid try t.o approach the pass up a subsidiary 
rid ge or lead ing spur. Imilg ine the wind 
swirling ,l round Jnd over th e pa ss towards 
you and along tllil t lead ing ridg creating 
little il reas of co nvergence. Noti ce where 
the sun heclts the ridge or wh ~ r irs hape 
may shelter- ,md encourage thel'mal activity. 
Use these scraps of lift to mainta in energy, 
keep an escape routt c lea r and have a plan 
B in Clse you don 't make the pass (sec fig I). 

I ilm often asked how c lose one should 
fl y to th hill t J ga in the best lift. "C lose 
enough to see the grasses blowing," is often 
my tongue-in-cheek rep ly. Because 
I 10\1(' to fly in close, swooping around the 
rocks and bas ins and pupping over ridges, 
I sometimes soa r cluser then one rea ll y 
needs to be! But if the w inds are light and 
the grasses barely Illoving you have to be 
w ithin ,1 wingspilll or two to read their 
mo ti on and to take ildvantilge of th e weak 
lift. Further out, th ere Illay well be nothing. 

Flying in close is like driving a Cilr on to 
a narrow bridge. You look at the space 
ahead and never ilt th e bridge sidings. 
Likewi se in th e air look ahead and plan 
yOLrr gl ider' route to swoop th e del icious 
mountain's curves . Distances off the hill are 

August - September 200 1 

./ ...... 
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" .. ' e 
1: Follow the subsidiary ridge towards the pass. using local 

heating and convergences to maintain the glider's energy 

not judged by the size of the sheep's pyes 
rollin g but by ono's subconscious use of 
parallax principles ~nd the relative muve
ment tlf the - >n ry dhead. 

Practis fl y ing 10 er to the mountain on 
a calm clay. Co ntour fl y the slop slowly 
but with 1Okts addeel for mother. Fit your 
glider intu the sp macie by the moun
tains for your enjoyment, and revel in the 
scenery flashing past. Be ca reful if the hill 
is bubbling beca use your outside wing's 
flying into J therm al can initiate an alarm
ing tilt towa rd th t> rocks. Mother w ill thank 
you then for tilt" control brought on by her 
extra bit of speed! 

The fastest route along a w indy mountain 
ridge is at the ridge's cres t. Here the wincl 
velOCity may be five times grea ter th an 
above ()I" below the edge. It yOll il re reil il y 
in a hurry, lise surges of lift to build speed 
r,lther than altitude. If a l'idge is working 
from low down it i · g nerally fastE!S l t 
cl imb g ntl , on track until yo u r' ach lhe 
cresi then a celer,lt to stav ther . 

How do we know if it ri dge is working 
before we get to it l Know thc' wind All 
Ways! U ndersrand how it will intNJct with 
th e terrain at everv levo l. Unl ess the w ind 
is so strong as to l~e blOWing dust, snow 
or small trees off the ridge tops, c loud 
shadows may be the best indication of 
w ind on a mountain ridge. Cloud shildows 

~ 
( 2 
• 

2: Three possible reasons why Billy Walker's Rule works: 

1. a wind change on the hill (convergence in the valley) 

2. a thermal is dumping on the hill (lift in the valley) 


3, local wave triggered by an obstruction upwind (lift upwind) 


c limbing il lllountJ in b cl' ,l heaci alw,l}'s 
puts cl tingl of anti cipat ion up illy spine. 
Retnember, however, that c loud shadows 
,lI'e indicators of the w ind at c10udbase and 
may not always relate to the ridges below. 

How low can you be to joi n J mountain 
ridge? That depends on J lot of things, 
including how desper'ilte you dre! Some 
dJl"ing pilots helVe c limbed away from a 
couple of hundred fee t w hen others Idnded 
out o r, worse still, crashed. 

Th e direction and strength of the I.vind In 
th e va lley floor will ind ica te if the lower 
Illount<lin slopes are working. The in ci ic<ltors 
will be seen on water, frolll silloke, dust, 
trees, mother'~ wilshing or fmlll J friendly 
windsock. Fur th e hill to be working very 
low down, the wind h,1S to be blowing on 
to it and not ill"Ounci it. Upwind, there 
should b no obstructing terrain , nor 
nearby thermals dumping. 

Before I fina lly made It to the South Istand 
playground I thought I knew about ridge run
ning; Talgarth. the South Downs and various 
ridges I'd scraped on over the years. Day one 
out of Omarama was an eye-opener! It's easy 
to fty down a straight line, smooth, grass
covered ridge when you know what the wind 
is doing. Ridge-running sharp, pointy moun
tains with teeth, unexpected bits of rotor and 
no landing place in sight is totally different. 
A real challenge for the soaring skills and 
psychologically difficult as well (read scary!) 
I've never, ever had so much fun in a glider. 
G Dale. the CFI of Booker GC as welt as the UK 
representative of Gavin's flying school 

Whi h brin gs me on to Bill y W alk r' 
Rule: " If you fly onto a hill slope xpe ting 
li ft but en ountE'r sink then imm d ial Iv II 
aw y ill il right angle". It suunds reasonable 
but it 's surprisinlJ how long you .dn scra tch 
around un 'l _lope tb,lt you think hould hp 
working when the only thing c limbing is 
th e valley fl oor (see fig 2, left). 

Things settl ed down for Jeff ilnel I after 
the Mayriays went out. We retri ve I 
the canopy and held it h'llf shut ,IS we 
thermalleel back up Ihe mountain ,1nd 
limped home. Last picK> on day on t' WUS 

not an auspic ious stJrt to our 1l,1tionJ 15. 
Later the Schempp-Hirth factory voi ceci 

5u rprisl' thilt th Duo's C,lIlO[lY 11,1 (1 not torn 
from its hinges like it WdS desi gned to do. 
We, on th e other h,lnel, I'oi cl'd surpr-ise that 
the ca tch could have worked open in nighl, 
but the factory rep lied that th ey had never 
hea rd of it happening befor-e. 1'\011' w use 
rubber bands to keep the liltch shul. 

HJpPY rid ge-running! 
G.witJ, who has ov('r 7,OO(Jhrs. , I.-vo r!.-:cd \"I'ifh cI, IlI,~ht('1' 


Lucy ,un1 cousin Justin to make lile ~lw.Jrcl-\vii)llin.G {ilm : 


\·VindIJon1. lIt' funs rI mnunl.!jn ",I) . Iring Schunl in 


NL'\v ZcJ /.1Il": L'l' \\Iww.G lid IOm.H.l iTt.l.Lu f1 1 
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SOARING AUSTRALIA 


Phil Lazenby took this picture of a magnificent sky at Beverley Soaring Society - Ihat was after doing a quick 300km 

Sadly. he had been forced to land to go to a late afternoon meeting ... 

W
HAT DO you need for a great gliding 
holiday? Number one must be 
superb gliding weather - ,md then 

modern gliders to enjoy it in, safe flying and 
the backup facilities to make it all hassle-free. 

Add a dash of superb food, wine and beer, 
a sprinkling of some of the great tourist 
dest i nations of the world, d generous dollop 
of hearty hospit<llity and you've defined 
Australia. And beC<:llIse their summer is our 
winter, you ca n do all this without missing 
th e UK's good gliding vveek of th e yearl 

This article tells you all you need to plan 
your Aussie holiday: when, where and how to 
go; the weather to expect; what you can fly; 
how to prepare; and what it will cost. 

Magical names 
I discovered 01' six years ago and have been 
a regular ever since. I fly to TPs with names 
like Wakool, Burrumbuttock, Jerilderi e (held 
up by Ned Kelly and gang) and, wait for it, 
Grong Grong. And, unlike in the UK, I fly 
almost every day. Locals reckon that summer 
1999/2 000 was the worst for 15 years, but I 
still flew for al l 11 planned days, only two of 
\",hi ch were really poor as the co ld change 
passed through . I fI w at least 300km on each 

of the other nine days, logging 3,600km and 
55 hours in total. Australi<l has provided my 
longest flight (640km) and, so far, I've never 
lost more than two days ot' my planned 10 or 
12 days of fl y ing to bad weather - it really is 
great to get a concentrated dollop of flying 
without the eternal UK wait for the good 
days. And I'm a pretty ;werJge glider pilot 
t'rom a normal UK cl ub (I belon' to both 
Aquila and Deeside). Nuff said' 

Of course, if you do your first 300 or 500 
in 0 1', many UK club colleagues will tell you 
it doesn't really count. Ignore them. The only 
500 they rate is a downwind dash in a K-S. 

Where to go 
Th ere are 90 gliding clubs in Australia to 
serve a population of Jbout 18 million, 
though only a third of these have a member
ship of over 30. Just like UK clubs, they will 
all welcome the casual visitor, but it obviously 
helps to plan ahead. You will be visiting 01' 
for one of these reasons: 
• Specifically for a gliding holiday - you 
really should visit one of the five major sites 
which are set up to host overseas visitors and 
rent gl iders to them. Some are commercia I 
operations, but this need not concern you 

- even the clubs operate semi-commercially, 
just like rhe wave season in Scotland, and 
none, club or commercial, will survive unless 
they give you a great stay at value prices. You 
must book well ahead to get th e best gliders. 
• For an expedition with your fellow club 
members - your choice is increased by 
another 12 sites that haw told us they can 
host such a visit and provide some gl iders. 
• On business or visiting family and you 
hope to escape for a day m two - choose any 
of our listed sites plus <lnother eight chosen 
for proximity to cities and tourist spots. 

When to visit 
In tlw south, from Perth across to Sydney, the 
prime summer season is from November to 
early March. As a guide, November is like cl 

good UK May, and January like August (but 
it 's all much hotter and better l ). Further north, 
into Queensland, the yeJ r last.s longer, but, 
with the c losure of Dalby, there is no full-tim(' 
operation - and the rainy season, especially 
further north, is January to March. However, 
even the Aussie winter will give some good 
flying - remember Brisbane is at the same lat
itude as Tenerife. 

Travelling companion? 
Not alone? WJnt to escape for J few days' or 

Left: the bus may look familiar. but in Oz it shelters you 

from sun not rain, and has its own drinking water supply 
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J week's gliding? All th e major sites are in 
small-town Australia and you'll soon use up 

5S the tourist spots. If your travelling companion 
U won't relax by the pool (and it does get HOT) 

there are two so lutions. Buy a one-week glid
ing course - most beginners solo in a week 
here, and yo ur partner may even get Ingo 
Renner as in stru ctor. Or send th em off in th e 
rental car to tour th e Vi ctoria coast - mile 
,liter mile of beauty. 

Costs and how to get there 
In June 2001, with th e Australian Do ll ar Jt 
$A2.70 to £1, here is what you may expect to 
pay (hut pri ces do VdrY a lot): 

e I f\ glider Jnd membership for five clays w ill 
cost from £300 to £50 0 for a Cirrus or similar, 
up to £700 for th e lates t ASW 27 or LS8-18 , 
Jl1dmore lor a Duo Discus or Nimbus 4. 

h, I Check th e hire terms; some sites chiHge 
only if it's fl ya bl e (OrJna), oth ers ask you to 
bear th e first lost clav (Tocumwal l, and some 
charge you for the f~11 five days regardl ess 
(Bel1all<l ); it ca n make a rainy week expensive. 
I Launches cost around £'14 to 2,000ft and 

t all aerotow retrieve about £70 per hour (more 
at sites using Pawnees). 
I Reasonable accommoclation in a Single 
room costs around £100 to £1 ') 0 per week. 

Both Airtours and Br'itannia have stopped 

Right: a sky to make you eat your heart oul' 

300km is like "a stroll in the park " says Phil Lazenby 

August - September 2001 

Left: Bernard Eckey's ASH 25 over Wilpena Pound. a huge natural oval formed from some of the world's oldest rocks 

Above: the locals are friendly this farmer cut a runway through his wheat to make an aerotow retrieve possible 

their cheap direc t flights to Australia, but with 
il grow ing number of new ilirlines serving the 
continent, there's lots of capacity and fare 
competiti on. The key messages are: 
• For the lJ st fares book t least 3-6 months 
ahead - last-m inute fares an be cheap, but 
you may find all the gliders booked. 
• There is more choice to th e two main cities 
of Sydney (most choice) and Melbourne. 
• If you want to fl y direct (no change of air
craft) you have only a choice of BA and 
Qilntas; their cheapest fares are about £750 
but may include some free local flights in Oz. 
• All other airlines fl y viil their hubs where 
you change aircraft; their cheapest fares are 
about £550. Choose a good Jirline - you'll 
be on board for nearl y 24 hours. 
• Expect to add around £50 airport taxes to 
the above far s, depending on destiniltion 
and stopovers . Most fimos allow stopovers en 
route for J few days. 
• Book viil the conso lidators who advertise 
every week in the Su nday press (watch for 
occasional limited time offers) or using one of 
the good on-line services . 
• To avoid jet lag, switch to and think Oz 
time when you board and take at least a litre 
of water, sipping frequently, like when gliding. 

Once you've arrived 
You'll need to have arranged a VISA to get in 
(via your ticket agent or Australia House). 
Then you're in a land of entrepreneurs where 
ever lone seems to have a dea l goin g. For 
example, car hire is cheaper in Sydney - try 
Bayswater Rentals who rent older ca rs - but 
you' ll find almost eve ry small town garage 
ca n provide something inexpensive. When 
you book accommodation, illways ask about 
special dea ls. And you can eat a very good 
quality mea l in any village pub for £6 or so. 

Last yea r Australia introduced their own 
form of VAT ca ll ed CST (General Sales Tax) 
which infects virtually everything, though ilt a 
milder 10 per cent than the UK's VAT. Petrol 
costs in cents whilt it costs in pence in the 
UK; il t around $A2.70 to £1.00, that makes 
the big distances no problem. 

Even if you're going for a gliding holiday, 
stay an extra week and see something of this 
fantastic country (Jild its peop le. Yes. I'm an 

nthusias t, but I guarant e you will be, too, 
after yo ur first trip. 

Overlea t:- where to go and a typical flight 
On p39: the weather you can expect 
Next issue: flying in Oz with George Lee 
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Five top sites for visitors to Oz 

Mel Eastburn lists five sites 
(west-east) that specifically 
target visitors. For information 
about other Oz clubs, see 
www.gfa.org.aulclubs.htm 

SITE (Operator. Club or Commercial. Number of gliders for hire) 
Location 
How to get there 
Who else visits from overseas 
Basic trainers Typical high-perf gliders: 5-day hire inc membership 
Cross-country trainers Other single-seaters: 5-day hire Inc membership 
Aerotow retrieve Road retrieve Launch 
Website Email 
On·slte accommodalioan per person, room-only price, 7 days (bunk/ensuite single) 

L eft: the key to the 

information in the table 

below about five of 

Australia's top visitor 

sites for foreign pilots. 

More clubs are shown 

on the map on p39 

I WAS AT Waikerie in March, writes Trevor 
Hills. \lVith two grass runways, a dedicated 
hangar (and swimming pool), it was set up 
for all skill levels. The area is too dry for 
anything other th~m Malice scrub to grow 
without irrigation and this is very cleJr 
from the air - Jt 5,000ft the landscape is 
completely flat right to the hori zon, ,1 nd 
tasks can be set in any direction. The 09:15 
weather briefing is in English anel japanese. 
Then it's into th e air beh i nel one of two 
Pawnees in a beautifully-maintained club 
gl ider - not the very latest types, but a 
good range at good prices. Protected from 
the coast by a r,]nge of low hills, Waikerie 
has excellent conditions through to April 
but it's best from November to February, 
vvhen thermals can be off the clock to 
12,000ft or more. The locals don't bother 
until the temperature goes abov<' 3S"C, and 
seem to prefer blue conditions because the 
pesky cloud prevents climbs to th(~ tops of 
the thermals - clouu flying is not permitted 
in Australia. Will I visit again? You bet l 

BUILT INI6 hecti . WW2 weeks to bomb 
Queensland after the expected japanese 
invasion, two of Tocumwal's four massive 
runways survive along with three of the six 
huge hangJrs. One of these wuoci-framed 
giants houses SportclVia's modern glider 
fleet, supplemented by some of the very 
latest mouels shipped from Europe's winter. 

Alongside are the b,lr, superh restaurant 
and some accommodation, with the rest in 
adjacent modern units around a lawn and 
swimming pool - Toc really is set up to 
give you a propel· hoi iday. Sh icldecl fro III 
th (:) southern ocean by the Great Dividing 
Range, Toe was chosen aftcr a detailed . 
study of local wcather records. It has been 
the starting point for m,lny major records 
over the years ,1Ilei 25 1,000km fl ights over 
the last three. Three Bellanca Scouts (like 
Super Cubs) aerotow frolll grass strips by 
the runways; tasks are mainly over the flat 
farmlands to the north, though there are 
mountains to the south-east. Outlandings 
are hassle-free in enormuus paddocks, and 
aerotow retrieve is standard -if you Jrt' not 
cleared, twu-seat tugs can ship an instructor 
out. And you can fly with the mast "r - Ingo 
Renner - in N imbus or Duo Di cus. . 

PROBABLY THE oldest gliding site in Oz, 
Benalla is wh ere most Brits head, and some 
choose to ovel·-winter here. Some gliders 
are shipped from Europe and available for 
hire by visitors, so Benal/a, too, has the 
latest models. Its grass strips and hard 
runway are just outside town, not far from 
Lake Mokoan, a good landmark. It is about 
60km south of the Murray River and the 
huge flat farmlands to the north, just10km 
west of excellent Illountaill soaring among 
the Great Dividing Range which shelters 

Ben,ll1a from the ocean, giving it mainly 
hot and dry weather. The highest mountain 
in Oz is only just over 7,000ft, so it's 
mountain flying with a difference. A daily 
temperatul-c trace is flown prior to the 
morning met briefing and task-setting help 
can be had frolll duty instructors each 
morning after briefing. As well as the usual 
Oz check flight, field landing practice is 
possible in a Illotorglicler. Pawnee retrieves 
are available if you're cleared, but YOll 
might find a fellow Brit to f(c,tch YOll by road. 

NARROMINE is the home of both Soar 
Narromine, a japanese-run commercia I 
operation, and Orana Soaring Club, which 
operates semi-commercially, rather like 
Benalla. Both have one or two of the latest 
singl e-se,lters. The airfield's two hard and 
three grass strips are in the middle of the 
great eastem wheat belt of the /v\urray
Darling basin, which stretch s to the 
horizon in every direction. It is also a ncat 
500km from Benalla and Tocllmwal and is 
similarly protected by the Great Dividing 
Range frum the southern Pacific ocean, 
giving very stable weather patterns. Really 
long flights like 1,000km are possihle from 
l'Jovember to january writes Christi,me 
Takizawa, with SOOkm flights from Oct()bl~r 
to iv\arch and JOOkm flights feasible all 
year rOllnd. Many Gold height claims have 
also been made here, adds Orand:, Anne 

TOCUMWAL (Sportavia. Commercial. 22 gliders) 
NSWNicloria border; north bank 01 Murray River 265km north 01 Melboume 
About 4 hours by trainlbus from Melbourne 
A delightful mix of locals. Bnts, other Europeans and some Japanese 
Blanik (3), 15-28 ASW 27, Ventus 2, LS8-18 (2), LS6-18 £720 
Nimbus 4DM, Duo Discus, ASH 25 Cirrus, LS4 (3), Libelle £350 
£67 per hour £15 per hour + 30p per km £16 

WWw.sportavia.com.auinfo@sportavia.eom.au 
£50 > £230 B&B 

BENALLA (Gliding Club of Victoria. Club. 24 gliders) 
Victoria; 200km north-east of Melbourne 
About 2 hours by direct train (longer from Sydney on the same line) 
Visitors two-thirds from the UK including many who over-winter here 
IS-28 (4) Ventus 2-18, LS8, LS6 £735 
Duo Discus, ASH 25, Nimbus 3 Hornet (2), SZD Junior (2) £380 
£135 per hour £17 per hour + 17p per km £13 
www.gliding-benalla.orgglidlng@benalla_net.au 
£60 > £160 

LAKE KEEPIT (Lake Keepit Soaring Club_ Club_ 8 gliders) 
NSW; 475km NW by road from Sydney or 45km lrom Tamworth 
Tamworth served by local airlines from Sydney 
About half 01 Visitors are Irom the UK 
K-21, Puchatek, Twin Astir Discus, LS6 £460 

Junior, Hornet £300 
£67 per hour £6 per hour + 24p per km £13 
wwwusers.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring keepitsoaring@ bigpond.eom 
£34> £100 

WAIKERIE (Waikerie International Soaring Centre. Commercial. 9-12) 
South Australia; south bank of Murray River 170km NE 01 Adelaide 
Daily bus or hire car from Adelaide 
UK visitors fairly rare so expect some other Europeans and Japanese 
Twin Astlrs (2) Discus £600 
Duo Discus Cirrus £520 
£110 per hour £11 per hour+ 30p per km £12 
www.alrnet.ne.jplwaikene/engllshwise@riverland.net.au 
£45> £75 

NARROMINE (Orana Soaring Club. Club, 13 gliders) 
NSW; 450km NW 01 Sydney 
20 minutes' drive Irom Dubbo with flights Irom Sydney (may get as a Iree leg) 
Some UK visitors 
K-7, Twin Astir LSB-18, LS8, LS6 £425 

Cirrus, LS4, DG-300 £310 
£56 per hour 19pperkm £11 

annell@hwy.eom.au 
N/A> £110 

NARROMINE (Soar Narromine_ Commercial. 14 gliders) 
Location, how to get there and visitors as Orana. above 
K-21 Discus 2, Discus (4) £775 
Nimbus 4DM Hornet,DG-101 £450 
£85 for 60km retrieve £13 
www.soarnarromlne.com.au info@soarnarromine.eom,au 
N/A> £170 
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Elliott, "nd pilots of all standC1rds come 
here, from students to the world's top pilots. 
Orana's many comp pilots meJn it has a 
well-researched task list. There are no 
significant airspace restri ctions, IJndouts 
Me straightforward "nd aerotow retri eves 
are the norm, with two-seater tugs. 

LAKE KEEPIT's grass strips are separdted 
from the lilke (a huge reservoil' that is an 
excellent landmJrk) by scattered trees, with 
denser woodlJnd on the far side, writes 
Eddie Chalk. On the opposite side of the 
lake, which can vary from almost dry to 
full, is a wJtersports centre with campsite, 
halets and J restaurant. Though it has the 

sma ll est gl ider fleet (with some newer 
types) LK shares with Orana SC the pri ze 
of being the least expensive site in Oz - by 
a goodly margin. It's also much more of a 
'get to know the locals' club operation, 
pcrhJPs laCking the slickness of the bigger 
centres. Cross-country is normally to the 
hills and flatlands to the north/north-west 
and to the lower hills and flatlands to the 
west and south. On th e western slopes of 
the Great Dividing Range, Lake Kecpit is 
protected from most maritime weather 
influences and there are oood mounrain 
flying opportunities, with ridges not far 
away. A weather briefing Jnd task-setting 
Jssistance are provided daily. Flatland 
landouts are simple and aerotow retrieves 
are available. One uniyue feature is the 
close proximity of Aussie wildlife, with 
Koalas in the trees and kangaroos some
times on the strip during a IJte landing! 

FOR BALANCE, Beverley Soaring Society 
is a typi ca l local weekend club, two hours' 
drive from Perth, WA, writes Phil Lazenby. 
I have spent twelve weekends there and feel 
very much at home. The hangars house two 
Blaniks, a Twin Astir, two Pawnees, a PW-5, 
Astir and Std Jan tar. The clubhouse has a 
dormitory, kitchen, briefing room and show
erS. Training, maintenance and flying dis i
pline at the cl ub are very profes5ional. It 'S 
also cheap - a 2,000ft aerotow is D. 
Conditions are gre"dt by UK standards but 
probJbly average for Oz. Virtually every day 
from October to April is a cross-country 
day. My best flights have been in October 
and Marth, when 'Ioudbase is more than 
1O,000ft with shallow cu and average 
climbs around 8kt. Midsummer is better but 
very hot. Visibility is great but there is not 
much to see. i\ 300 is a stroll in the park, 
even in the PW-s, and SOOs arc normal. 
After flying it's a few drinks around the 
inevitJble BBQ or into town for a steak and 
beers Jt one of the two pubs. 

Unfortunately, writes /\I1e/ Eastburn, lack of 
space stops us giving details of other clubs 
(a ll those on our ITlJp on p38 responded 
rapidly to oUr enquiries). However, the 
Gliding F 'deration of Australia website 
- www.gfa.org.aulc/ubs.htm - gives detailed 
data on every club in Oz. MJny thanks to 
David Head and Anne Elliot for their help. 

August - September 2001 

A typical day's flying 

Checklists can help make your 
flight a success. Here, in bold 
text, is Mel Eastburn's for Oz, in 
the form of a day at Tocumwal 

WAKE UP, shower, dress, breakfast, 
and drink that first coffee. Th e 
08.30 weather briefing by Ingo 

Ren ner confirms that the cold front went 
through duri ng the nigh t so we're on day 1 
of a new cyc le (see overleaf for more details 
of Oz weather). Forecast cu to 7,000ft and 
westerly/south-westerly winds of 25-30kts 
at 5,OOOfr. 

It's my last (by in the ASW 27H and I 
agree a 640km east-west task with Ingo. 

After extracting, washing and drying the 
glider - each has its own bucket, sponge 
and leather - it is DI'd by CFI Eddie 
'''ladden (D is in Oz may only be done by 
those with CAA author isation). I add 
cop ious water to the 27. Then it's time for 
my own prepara tion. As well as the usual 
task plan and declaration, there are some 
extra steps here in Oz. 

First, all exposed skin is liberall y covered 
with Factor 30 sun cream and lips with sun 
block (a German is taking his third rest day 
to recover from flight-induced sunburn!) . A 
sun hat and pee bags join the cream in the 
cockpit. I\lext the drinking water is read ied 
- two sOOml in-flight bottles plus a ·1.5 litre 
' Iandout' bottle behind the seat. 

Then I check my CPS/Logger. I take my 
own GPS, held on a padded aluminium 
frame strapped just above my right knee at 
panel height (so no looking clown) and it's 
connected both to the EW logger and main 
battery via a single plug which will pull 
apart if I have to bale oul. 

Although, like m 5t modern gliders, the 
ASW 27 has its own built-in svstem, it's too 
complex tor rap id fam iliarity ~nd l cannot 
read rhe logger data anyway. So I use its 
exce llent vario Jnd final glide tunctions but 
my own GPS tells me I've turned the TPs. 
All c lubs can supply mechanica l barograph 
and camera - take th em, at least as backup 
on all badge flights. 

A word about TPs. In farmland Oz, must 
are grain silos or railway stations - both 
easy to find from their adjacent railway 
lines, often now closed. But cO-OI"dinates 
Jre not infrequen tly wrong and different 
lists of TPs otten give different co-ordinates 
for the same feature. Th e solution is to use 
only Jbsolutely proven TP co-ordinates, to 
declare co-o rdinates as well as location and 
to check with a GPS that you 've turned the 
Lat-Long you've declared. 

We tow the gliders to the launchpoint. 
With up to five gl iders roped nose to tai I 
behind one tow car, even this is different in 
Oz. I keep the water intake going, re-apply 
the Factor 30, take J final drain , get set up 
for launch and go at lO:40, with Ingo 

Renner as my wing runner. It 's low tow in 
Oz, but most sites are happy if you drop 
into low tow at about 300ft. As Toe is a 
licensed airfield, the tug flies d fixed pattern 
rather than to a thermal, and I go to 2,1 OOft 
before releaSing in low tow and turning 
right off tow - be carefu l not to slow down 
too suddenly or your banking leit wing may 
just catch up the tow rope above you. 

My first thermal takes me to cloudbase at 
4,000ft and, atll .00 I set off due east, 
downwind. For the next eight hours I see 
only three or iour other aircraft or gliders. 
This is big, empty sky country, and there's 
no need to consult the map for restricted 
airspace - there i n't any. As usual the 
thermals are much tighter than in the UK, 
which means that 45" of bank is the 
minimum to stay in the core. I often neecl 
sO-55u

, (:;specially with a heavy load of 
water. Larger clouds often have multiple 
cores, but there's usually a best one. 

With a strong tailwind, I can dolphin 
much of the time with occas iona l climbs. 
It's near nLlon when I turn Burrumbuttock. 
The land belo';\I and to the north is the huge 

On the ground. seemingly sparse trees block your view 

north-south and east-west grid of farmland 
of the Murray-Darling basin . It 's easy to 
n,-lVigate provided you remember the sun 
transits to the north in Australia - so put it 
behind you and you're travelling south. To 
the south, I see the sma lIer fielcls J nd 
orchards of Victoria across the Murray River. 
The next 220km into 2Skts of wind slows 
me down. The climbs do not seem to be 
fully organ ised yet and very similar clouds 
produce wildly different results. I manage a 
60km run losing only I ,600ft and then lose 
1,000ft in the next 10km. I have my manda
tory mid-l eg crisis. 

In thi s part of Oz, anything below 2,000ft 
is LOW. Landing out is easy because the 
paddocks (S trine for 'field' ) are huge, fl at 
and generally smooth. You choose th e grey 
ones (grey equals grass) for prcierence. 
That's the easy bit. You need a pacldock 
close to a homestead, pr ferably one with 
signs of life (4WD parked outside): over 
half of homesteads are aba ndoned . And you 
IlIliSt orient yourself in circuit because, 
once you 've landed, th trees that > 

37 

www.gfa.org.aulc/ubs.htm


SOARING AUSTRALIA 


Lake Keepi!; the reservoir is an excellent landmark Narromine, home to two different gliding operations 
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> seemed so scattered from the air will 
hide your chosen homestead completely 
- there are true tales of pilots sett ing out on 
eight-hour overnight walks in the wrong 
direction . You need the homes tead for its 
phone (your mobile won't work outside 
major towns and you' ll be lucky to reach a 
nea rby glider by radio to relay a message). 
Sorting all this out uses up a lot of height! 

Given a GPS bearing and range, a tu g is 
on its way, so back to the glider to prepa re 
for re-Iaunch. If you have to fly a retrieve 
yourself, the technique is simple: after 
attilching the tow rope, the tug takes up 
slack, holds on its brilkes whil st increas ing 
to full revs, the glider pilot levels his wings 
in the prop wash and the tow starts when 
wings are leve l. 

Fortunately, I overcom e my own crisis, 
reach the second TP and ra ce back down
"vind; 540km done by 16:30 at my third TP. 
The thermals are much more orgilnised 
with 4-6kt averages ilnd cloudbase has 
risen to 6,000ft. Like everyone else, I've 
under-set and 750km was clea rly on - two 
days ago I did a 255 km return leg from a 
16:40 turn. I decide to add a fourth TP to 
fly 750km - even if not a strictly kosher 
task. Nine days out of 10, this would have 
been easy, with thermals lilsting to at least 
19:00. I head west agilin - and discover my 
original task was just perfect. 

Fifteen minutes later I'm down ta l ,200ft 
nea r a homestead and reca lling my mental 
landout check list under the compl etely 
overcast ski es of a small trough that had 
been fo llowing me eastwards on the previ
ous leg. I dum'p water, survive in 1kt 
increas ing to 2kt and then 3k t, find three 
more c limbs and tip-toe back in to Toc at 
min height after the standard downwind 
radio call. A few days earli er, after a late 
300, I practised staying up on the last 
dying embers of the dilY and was last to 
land - even in Oz this is a useful skill ! 

After hangaring the glider, I download 
the EW onto my portable com puter, hook 
up to the mobile phone, do my e-mail s, 
ilnd retire to the bar for a Hilhn Ice. The 
even ing menu con tains one of my 
favourites, a superb Australi an fish ca lled 
Barramundi , to be washed down with a 
nice sharp, loca l Semillon-ChardonnilY, 
shared with two Belgians and Frenchman . 
To morrow is another day". ~ 

Tocumwal. with the gliding operation extreme top left 
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The weather to expect 


Below: five main visitor sites (red) are described on p36. Sites shown in green can ca ter for small expeditions by 

arrangement and can supply some gliders. Those in blue, which have mOre than 30 members. welcome your ca ll

ing in during their opera ting times. For a full listing of Australian gliding clubs, see www.gfa.org.au/clubs.htm 

August - September 2001 

A MAGICAL moment during a recent visit, writes 

Mel Eastburn, was watching four-times World 

Champion Ingo Renner give a weather briefing to an 

audience including three-times World Champion 

George Lee. I am grateful to Ingo for teaching me 

about the Aussie weather. There are three things to 

remember that affect it: 

• It is a major continental land mass (the same size 

as the US without Alaska), so it has the generally 

stable and predictable weather patterns associated 

with continents. 

• It has huge oceans and ocean currents to the 

west, south and east, and the northern half of the 

country is within the Tropics. 

• The major gliding sites are at latitudes equivalent 

to the northern half of Morocco, so it gets very hot 

in summer. 

During the summer - roughly November to 

February - fairly regular cycles of weather cross the 

southern part of Australia from west to east rough

ly every 7-10 days with each High followed by a cold 

clearance and the next High. Meanwhile, Lows track 

across northern Australia, occasionally developing 

into cyclones that bring the tropical flood season to 

the north. 

lihe maps show how this sequence moves past 

the sites featured. 

A genuine cold front gives the best clearance and 

better conditions for the next High after a couple of 

days of wet and windy non-gliding weather. Just as 

in the UK, the best gliding days are the two or three 

immediately after such a front passes through with 

the new High building. This is when 10,000ft cloud 

bases and 10k! thermals enable normal pilots to 

make light work of a 750 or even a 1,000. With good 

thermals from 10.00 to 20.00 and the last 120km a 

'free' final glide, you can do 1,000km without need

ing to average more than 95km/h! 

Unfortunately, such days are almost as rare as 

7,OOOft cu bases over England and Wales. Often, 

and especially later in the summer, the clearance is 

little more than a very weak front or trough, and the 

next High is usually hotter with more blue days and 

much lower thermal tops. In general, blue days 

seem more common further west - in Western and 

South Australia - and after the New Year. 

As a typical High goes through its life, inversions 

start to become a problem from day 3 onwards. 

There are frequently multiple inversion layers with a 

low level inversion at perhaps 1,500ft and a higher 

one at 4,500fl. As the days progress, the air above 

each inversion gets hotter, the level lower and so the 

trigger temperature needed to break it up gets high

er; gliding days start later and so are shorter. 

By day 6 onwards, it can be 13.00 or 14.00 and 

over 30"C before the lower inversion breaks, and it 

will often be blue unless the upper inversion rises 

or breaks in late afternoon. However, with reliable 

lift to 19.00 or 20.00, a 300 is routine and 500 often 

feasible. 

Of course, this is a typical pattern. I have known 

the same High to get stuck for 10 or 12 days with 

everyone begging for a clearance to the low, rough, 

blue days. I've flown for eight straight days without 

even the experts managing a 500km. And occasion

ally, the clearance may be a Low which also gets 

stuck, bringing several days of damp sightseeing 

weather. 

Most often, though, the cycle continues, 

giving thermal tops of 6,OOOft-plus and strong lift for 

perhaps five days before it starts to degrade again. 

A 10-day trip should give an average pilot eight 

good cross-country days including two or three 500 

days. But be prepared for that 1,000 day! 

.... 
 , C.md.n CC 
~ Trn1t1f~ GC 
3 /k>o,.,h CC 

4 South.", Do..,,, (w., .. 

5 Ddrlin, Dowm l/ondo"",,1 

5 Adcl.id. sc ,C."t." 

7 8.loltla .. CC' 

8 A/'m,.JlJI~ C;C {HlX'klloyi 
9 Bondifo GC 

, B.m". M"~ 
2 HonhJltn 
3 Borde,tmvn 
;f Kingdroy 
5 C~boo/'u" 
6 Ali,." SprinlS 
7 Hun'.r V.II • . 
8 Bo/hUNt 
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• • if Pop-Top Glider Pilots Parachute 
State of the art in emergency parachutes 

The Pop-Top. External seated pilotchute providing the fastest possible deployment. 


"HOH~S Fully encased risers resulting in a snag free parachute container system. 
Steerable parachutes in a range of sizes to suit all sizes of pilots. ~ 

••• Soft, slim line design for the ultimate in comfort 

• British built, quality assured to BS 5750 

• Reliability, comfort and efficiency when it matters 

THOMAS Sports Equipment Limited 
Lofty's Loft· Pinfold Lane· Bridlington • North Humberside • Y016 5XS • Tel: 01262 678299 

BENALLA - AUSTRALIA 

"Benalla" - is the club DOWN UNDER where you can feel at home. We offer good Beautiful Benalla, "The Rose City", provides for all your needs including Banks, 
flying, fellowship and a Club Atmosphere that ends the day with a "cool drink with Shopping, 24hr Supermarkets, Hotels, Library, Nice-Restaurants, Wineries, Aquatic
your friends at the bar" in our fully licensed lounge and restaurant! You can use Centre, Lake etc. A selection of accommodation adjoining the airfield is available 
our Member's Computer Room for GPS downloads, E-mail and Internet. If you pre including 2 Motels and Inexpensive backpacker accommodation. Easy travel by 
fer we have a Member's Kitchen where you can prepare your own food. road or train from Melbourne or Sydney. 

Enjoy the site that provides conSistently good flying and the possibility to achieve Take advantage of present currency exchange rates and your strong pound, 
that elusive 1000km flight or take a scenic flight ,in the nearby 'Victorian Alps'. enquire now! 

We offer Novice to Expert, Cross-Country Courses and Competition coaching with For details contact: Gliding Club of Victoria 
Duo-Discus. Whether it's Silver 'C' or 1000kms that you are aiming for, then Benalla PO Box 46, BENALLA, Vic 3672, AustraliaII
can do it for you . _ . . • Tel: +61 357621058 • Fax +61 357625599 
Our fleet includes: Duo Discus, 2 x Nimbus 2C, Kestrel 19, LS-6, LS-7WL, 2 x LS-8, Website: wvvw.gliding-benalla.org 
Discus 2B, Discus B, ASW-24, DG-200, Mosquito, Hornet, 2 x Junior, PW5, 4 x IS28. Email: glidingbla@cnl.com.au 

YOUR CLUB AWAY FROM HOME 


FHght Computer Documentation & 
with new software update Navigation 
W ind caleuJatlOll - doraGhonistrE!tl9th New 12 Channel GPS receiver 

fast cenlenn9 In thermals wrth tendency arrows C omfortable push fastener 

Gps Interface as standard Motor running recording 

Complete navigation display 
With emergency airfields 

flying without European waypollllsSD I pressure .-' 500 programmable waYPolnts 
$<lIes;" UI( 100 programmable routes 
ERNST SPECHT & FRANK STEVENS 

Storage capaCity approx 100 hTel. /F",.. 02<176 3821?O Tel. 01213532146 
Compact 99 x 59 x 34 111m 

VAAIOS/l'UGtrr COMI'Lmft3/DOCUMENTATION AND NAVlIiIITTON 
C urrent use approx. 100 mAFOR GUDER "I.OTS 

Intartaoo NMEA 0183 
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LOOKOUT 


Maximising your chances 

The BGA's soaring coach Simon 
Adlard explains how to improve 
your chance of avoiding mid-airs 

ARECENT run of three mid-airs in ten 
days this spring (with, very luckily, 
no fatalities) has again reminded us 

of the risks of getting closer than you want 
to another glider. There have been some 
good articles on lookout and the limitations 
of the human eye. There is more, however, 
to avoiding mid-air collisions than merely 
looking out of the window. Here I will not 
only talk about how to look out, but how 
to interpret your surroundings and minimise 
th e risk of becoming an accident statistic. 

So why do mid -a irs happen? Three major 
reasons are: pilots aren't seei ng each other; 
pilots aren't recognising the situation early 
enough; and, finally, complacency. 

Pilots not seeing each other 
This is probably the single biggest cause of 
collisions. So, assuming that we are looking 
out, why aren't we seei ng each other? 

Poor visibility: one problem with flying 
close to cloud is being unable to tell \Nhere 
exactl y the base is. A pilot mJY be flyin g 
close to the base of a cloud in full view of 
the ground but their horizontal visibility is 
se riously reducecl and they can't see other 
aircr'aft at il similar level. This generally 
starts to occur at or about 300ft from 
cloudbase. It is a good ideJ to avoid flying 
in this ilrea, t'speci.1lly if you ar running J 
cloudstreeL Flying auove or alongs ide 
clOUd, espec iall y flying around J finger 
of cloud, also carries significant risk. It is 
impossible to tell if there is ilnother glider 
coming in the same direction (likely when 
entering waV(! Or flying ,i/ong sea breeze 
fronts). \;\Ie have a cloud flying frequency; 
YOLi don't h,lVe to be in th e cloLid to use it. 

Another factor that can affect oLir ilbility 
to spot other aircraft is oLir view out of the 
c:a nopy. Canopies should be kept clean Jnd 
free from greilse marks at all times; but it is 
not only dust and tingerprints that hilrn1 
visibility. InternJI reflection CJn be just as 
bad - if hot worse. This can be reduced by 
finishing th e cockpit in a dark matt colour 
dnd not wearing bright white clothes. If you 
Jre flying dual in the tront of ,1 two-seater, 
thilt includes wearing a blue or grey hat, 
not J bright white one (see right) . 
Bad scanning technique: unfortunately, the 
eye and brain have several limitations 
when it comes to scanning the sky for 
aircraft. The first and probably the most 
important is the time taken for the eye to 
focus on ally particular piece of sky. It may 
take three or four seconds to study a piece 
of sky and register' what is there; a com
plete SC,ll1 from left wingtip to right wingtip 
could t,lke as long as 20 seconds to look 
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and see. A quick glance before turning is 
therefore insufficient. So it is a good idCJ to 
look around behind you and check the 
area is clear "15 or 20 seconds before you 
reach the cloud thJt you intcnd to thermal 
under; this way you stand J better chance 
of seeing and registering if there is anything 
behind you that could be missed in a quick 
glance before you turn. 
Target fixation: this applies to any time in 
the flight where a constantly-changing 
situation needs monitoring, and includes: 

Joining other gliders in a thermal: if you 
are attracted to Jnother glider ci rcling then 
so will other pilots. Look out for other 
gliders converging from different directions, 
Remember to give yourself time to look 
behind to check for follOWing gliders. 

Thermalling with other gliders: you are 
bound to attract other pilots - look out for 
them as they come to join you. 

Flying the <.:irwit: it's easy to find yourself 
flying the circuit staring at the landing area 
(don't worry, it won't go ilway). Monitor 
your height and disrance from time to time 
and use the audio vario to alert you heavy 
sink whilst scanning th e rest of the circuil 
for other traffic, especially: 
• Behind and below for lower gliders 
• Oulside the circuit 
• On the opposite circuit (especially 
during the diagonal and base legs) 
• On long finals (during diagonal leg) 

Approach and landing: Jlmost all our 
concentration is on monitoring the 
referc'n ee point. However, we still need to 
look out for other IJnciing aircraft converg
ing on us and, above, for descending 
aircraft. Make sure there is plen ty or room 
in the Mea you intend to land (don't land 
close to things that move - cars, people, 
etc). Airfield controllers can do a lot to 
help by ensuring that landing areas are 
kept as clear as possible at all times. 
Diverted Attention: there are many rea sons 
why your may be diverted; however, by rar 
the most comlllon CJuse is looking at 
instrumentation. Over the years instruments 
have changed J lot with the aim of allowing 
the pilot more time for airmanship and 
lookout; however, this presupposes that 
you Me proficient in their use. Before you 

fl y with a neVi instrument learn how to use 
it on the ground or, even better, in iJ two
seJter equipped with the same instruments. 
This may take many hours. Use the Juelio 
vario at all times: try to learn how to centre 
using it, with the mechanical for reference 
only. CPS is another innovation thJt can be 
a valuabl' aid to safety: if used properly it 
frees the pilot from a lot of heild-in-the
office map work. As with a map, however, 
it requires that the route is pre-set before 
flight. You should become familiar with its 
lise before flying with it, so you CJn change 
screens/waypoints vvithin five seconds or 50, 

Not recognising the situation 
Unfortunately, the best way of recognising 
probl em situiltions early is experience 
- not recommended in this case! There are, 
though, a few guidelines you can follow: 
• Identify the other glider's direction of travel. 
• Try to predict the piece of sky it is going 
to occupy in the nex t few second 
• Is th re any possibility it will 0 'cupy the 
same piece of sky as you? If the answer is 
yes, then move. 
• Any aircraft that is remaining stationary 
in your field of view and is growing IJrger 
will eventuilily hit you. 
• If in any doubt, then move Jnyway. 

Complacency 
Human nature helps us believe that ciisJsters 
will never hJppen to us, even though we 
all know that one day they may. It Jlso 
leads us to bel ieve that we govern our o\Vn 
destiny. This may lead us to Jsk ourselves: 
"what Jre the chances of my hitting some
one?" when we should perhaps illso ask: 
"what is the ch,lnce of someone else hitting 
me?" If you don't like the answer to that " 
question, there are a few things that you 
can do to stack the odds in your favour. 
First of all, fly defensively. Assume that: 
RULE 1: Other pilots hilVen't seen you and 
will alter course towards or in front of you 
RULE 2: Even if they have seen you, they 
don't know what to do to avo id you. 
RULE 3: Nobody has absolute right of Wily 

These rul es are a good start, but you Jlso 
need to assess the risk you are subjecting 
yourself to. To do this, ask yourself: 
Can I see other pilots and can they see me? 
(Am I flying ilt cluudbase?) 
How husy are they? (Are they thermalling, 
flying the circuit, flying the launch?) 
How busy am I? (Am I giving myself 
enough time for an effective scan? You will 
probably have more time to look out when 
thermalling at 2,000ft than at 600ft) 
Am I doing something strange? (landing 
across the normal area is asking for troubl e.) 
From what area Jrc they likely to come? In 
short, lookout is more than just looking for 
other gliders - it is flying in a stilte of \ . 
Illind that used to be called airmanship,~ 
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No Foot and Mouth restrictions other than BGA rules. 
Local landing agreement wllh Bum, Pocklinglon, Rufforth 
Local cross-country flying within range of the above sites 
Wave to 17,000 ft 1sl Apnl (honest!) 

. Local ridge working well in westertys 

CLUB CLASS NATIONALS 


The UK's first 
nationals since 
the outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth 
witnessed a 
dream victory 
for Richard 
Hood (left). 
Sarah Drury 
reports 

Y
ET AGAIN Ri chard Hood combined 
talent, training dncl experi ence to 
secure a string of day wins - and 

overall vic to ry - 3t his third consecutive 
Club Class Ndtionals, 

Despite initial worries about the foot
and-mouth epidemic, the competition 
(from June 16-24) was run under normal 
rules after the BGA 's partial lifting of its 
cross-country ban, Th is rel eased ,1 1ll000e 

than adequate task area. Contest director 
Derek Westvvood, though satisfied with the 
turnout, was a little disappointeci by pilots 
pulling out late, despite the Nationals being 
fully rated. Over six flying days there were 
S9 landouts - Day 2 sawall bLit two land 
away - Jncinot one irritated farmer. In fact, 
pilots reported only positive rea ctions: 
evidence that cOllSultation between the 
SGA and I~FU had been fruitful. 

The contest opened on Saturday to 
inclement soaring weather, but a warm 
welcoille fmlll the H usba nds Bosworth 
tea III and J speech frolll Peter Masson, 
World Club lass halllpi (ln. He sang the 
praises of iln affordabl e Nationals that can 
be a stepping-stone to other things. 

Sunday's weather proved disappointing, 
too, though pilots knew th ey could rely on 
the Illet man, Hugh Brookes, who initiated 
thelll into the sends of his extremely 
accurate pine cone prediction systeill. 
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Photos thiS page and opposite: the While Planes picture co. 

At lunchtimc' on flying day 1, Monday, 
the 27 competitors launched on a 206.3km 
task (Norman Cross-Newmarket-Caxton 
Gibbet). Richard, Silver medallist in the 
2001 Club Class Worlds, took a day win 
(70 .1 km/h ); Afandi Darlington (fourth in the 
Worlds) was second and Paul Fritche third. 

Richard notched up another victory on 
Tuesday, though no flying took place: his 
team won the quiz evening. 

Day 2, Wednesday, was the low-scoring 
mass-Iandout clay due to tricky conditions 
around a 114.3km (Saltby-Kettering South), 

Finishers Richard and Mike lordy claimed 
first and second but Afancli 's fortun es 
plummetted: his crew had an accident with 
car and empty trailer on the retri eve. 

Ron Bridges set an assigned area task of 
2'10 minutes for Day 3, Thursday. Rose 
Johnson stole the show with a 1000-point 
29S.2km at 70.1 km/h, with Mike Jordy 
second and Gordon MacDonald third. 
Everyone got back apart from Richard, who 
clearly thought his crew needed an outing. 
He chose a sma II bi II iard-table-su rfaced 
fi eld Jt whJt he had hoped was an all-girls 

Above.' Richard finishing in Cirrus 152, the glider he flew for a Silver medal at the Club Class Worlds in Australia 

Left: Paul Fritche, who came second at Hus Bas. Right: Mike Jordy had to settle for third after an early landout 

Below: A final glide for Mike Fox in his beloved Libel/e, HWG - his last flight in it before passing it to new owners 
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boarding school. To his dismay, it was the 
all-boys Maidwell Hall Prep School. Better 
luck next time, Rich' 

On Day 4 - Friday - 263.8km was set 
(Gori ng-Wa ntage-ThrJpston), Conditions 
deteriorated beyond Milton Keynes but 
improved for the run home. Mike lordy 
won (74km/h), Paul Fritche was second Jncl 
Richard third. 

Saturday, Day 5, looked unpromising for 
128.5km (Bourton-on-the-Water, Banbury 
and Thame airfield). A delaved start due to 
a low cloudbase and high ~()ver gave >
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CLUB CLASS NATIONALS 


r pilots a testing tim e. Pessimist ic crl'WS 

u Jilsoled thclll selves w ith the thought that 
at least the Cotswolds was crealll tea 
te rri tOIY However, ten go t hack ilil d 

Ri chardlllok pole position (64.3km/h ) with 
Ivlikc Jordy and Paul Whitehead second and 
th ird. 

On the last ddy the pine cone' was iully 
open Jnd com petitors were presented with 
a fin al race over 182.4km (Newport 
Pdgn"II-Gayclon-Rushdt'n). OllCt' aga in 
Rose Johnson won (85.1 km/h). Evervone 
returned in time inr prizeg iving wi t!; IJin 
Eva ns second and Richard third. So, overall , 
Ri chard wall hi s third overa ll consecu ti ve 
Club Class title. Paul Fritche dnd Mike Jordy 
caille a close second ,) nd third. 

This yea r's organ isers are due lTIany 
thanks irolll the cOlllpetitors for a well -run 
and ,,, fety-consc ious contest dS well as for 
the quality of venue and f"c iliti es. 

}'v\y thank_,- fO (11 1those who WPfe i lll ervil.-~wlxJ , cajoled 
and ilribed wllh bl'(' r or ICJ 10 LOlllrihulc' 10 Ihi ~ drl id,' 

Above : met man Hugh Brookes and his pine cones. Below : Club Class grid at Hus Bos (Sid Gilmore) 

Above Richard Hood, 26, was photographed at priz.e

giving with director Derek Westwood by Sid Gilmore 

Richard first learned to glide with Four Counties GC. 

then flew the Cirrus belonging to his father, Leigh 

Hood. Richard spent 1996 in New Zealand, where his 

cross-country flying was fine-tuned and his thoughts 

turned to racing. Talent-spotted at the Ju niors. he was 

coaChed. team-trained and mentored by the likes 01 

Justin Wills, Andy Davis, Martin Wells and Brian 

Spreckley. A first Club Class victory followed at 

Nympsfield in 1999 (where he was the youngest pliot) 

and was repeated at Pocklington last yea r. As for his 

ambitions - watch out, Standard Class team' 

Place Pilot Glider Points 
1 Richard Hood Sid Cirrus 4555 
2 Paul Fnlche LS4 4081 
3 Mike Jordy Pegasus 4071 

Gordon MacDonald DG-l0l 4026 
5 Paul Whilehead ASW 19 3962 
6 Mike Cuming Sid Cirrus 392 1 
7 Mike Fox Sid LIMlle 3788 
8 Allan Garrily LS4 3756 
9 Rose Johnson DG -l0l 3694 
10 Bob Fox Sid Libelle 3675 
11 Angu s Watson LS4 3591 
12 John Williams Sid Libelle 3562 
13 Jon Smith Sid Cirrus 3509 
14 Graham Drury Pegasus 3494 
15 David Innes ASW 19 3412 
16 Alistair Nunn ASW 19 Club 3357 
17 lain Evans Hornet 3 198 
18 Jack Slephen DG-100 3102 
19 Gerald Bass PIK 20b 2950 
20 Dave Ruille Janus A 2707 
2 1 John Bevan LS4 26 12 
22 Nils Peler Wed; LS4 2484 
23 Alandl Darlinglon LSll 2426 
24 Gwyn Thomas SHK -l 2395 
25 Derek Copeland Sid Cirrus 2078 
26 Julian Hilchcock LS4 1916 
27 Pe ter Andrew'S Sid Llbelle 1469 

Expanding Horizons at Aboyne 

Dec-ide ulidind Club loobs [orwarJ t~) wel coming y u Lo A})ovne's Sllmmer wave and 
crac k ing mountain Lb~rmal s. O pen tur x-cOLU1Lry. Co ntacl ClUJ1 ~o r lletaJs. 

Wave Season boobngs available for September/October, 2 0CH 

Holidays &Courses Lailored to suil requ irements, call for i.1vailubJity 

Plenty of Activities for family - special accommodation J ea l available 

UK Mountain Soaring Championships 2-8 Sept 

' on lact: 

Wave Bookings All Other enquiries 
Mary-I~():£ t~oy D alling at tileClub 
Tel : ()] 569730687 l-Cl/Fax: 01339885339 Email: oHiceC4: Jeesideglidingcluh.co. ul< 
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OVERSEAS NATIONALS 


Not for the fainthearted 

Gary Stingemore reports on a 
truly cosmopolitan Overseas 
Nationals - and exciting flying 

T
HERE arc a few things that are certain 
In this world: death, tax es ... and 
having a tremendous time at the 

Overseas Nationals in Spain. This WilS my 
second visit to the home of Spain 's gliding 
centre, Ocana, where life has that manana 
feel. When the thermals stilrt, their pilots 
stop because it's too bumpy - and the 
Overseas Nationals begins, with excellent 
racing and thought-provoking conditions. 

Ocana is about J.s miles south of the 
Spanish capital, Madrid. It takes two days 
to cover the 1,200 miles from the UK, via 
Calais (poor people), direct ferry to Spilin 
(obscenely ri ch people) or St Millo poor 
people who think they're rich). Whichever 
route you take, it's worth arriving with il 
couple of spilre dilYs, to recupe.rate. It's 
going to be tiring. Over the last two years 
I have flown 28 out of 31 da s (including 

Place Pilot Glider Points 
1 Martin Wells LS8 7118 
2 Mike Young LS8 6689 
3 Leigh Wells LS8 6670 
4 Gary Slingmeore LS8 6613 
5 Richard Hood LS8 6409 
6 Richa rd Browne LS8 6268 
7 Graham Smith LSB 6255 
B Keith Nicolson LS8 6003 
9 Paul Crabb LS8 5966 
10 Andrew Hall Ls6 5923 
11 Oliver Ward Discus 2 5855 
12 Paul Shellon LSB 5836 
13 George Melcalfe Discus 2 5813 
14 Gillian Spreckley Ventlls 2a 5753 
15 Russell Cheelham ASW 28 5699 
16 Tony Mounlaln Duo Discus 

Martyn Pike 5595 
17 Stephen Crabb LS8 5495 
18 lain Evans LS4 

Rose Johnson 5469 
19 Mel Dawson Ventus 2a 5468 
20 Harry Wondergem Ventus 17.6 5433 
21 Phil Jeffery LS8 5399 
22 Bart Reckens Ventus 17.6 5360 
23 Robert Wellord LS8 5301 
24 Nigel Gough LS7wl 5240 
25 John Glossop Discus 5204 
26 James Clark LS8 5184 
27 Peter Batenburg Discus 5159 
28 David Innes Nimbus 4 5151 
29 Mak Ichikawa ASW28 5034 
30 Bernie Morri5 LS8 

Jelf Warren 5016 
31 Mark Wering Nimbus 324.5 4699 
32 Alan Binks LS6 4677 
33 Chris Lyttleton ASW 27 4671 
34 = Mark Jerman ASW 27 4628 

1 34= Frans Klappe DG'300 4628 
36 Richard Blackmore ASH 25 4596 
37 Ged Mcknight LS6 4570 
38 Sven Olivier LS4 4480 
39 Reb Rebbeck LS8 

Jessica Pennant 4447 
40 Jim Weston LS6 4298 
41 Kevin Houlihan LS3 3721 
42 Peter Dixon-Clarke DG-300 3645 
43 Adrian Emck LS8-18 3569 

1 

44 Jose Paulo RosadoLak 17 
45 Andrew Pertey LS8 
46 Jorg Herrmann PW·5 
47 Rick Walters LS4L ~,~O "",m ";"~' " 49 Dave Williams LS8-18 

3529 
3511 
3267 
1853 
1480 
572 

50 Michel Cruchaga Speed Aslir 0 
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practice ones). You can't afford to be 
knackered at the st<lrt of this competition. 

The local area has many attractions: 
excellent cheap food and wine, with plenty 
of culture; but unlike the Costa Lot down 
south, very few people speak English, so a 
phrase book is a necess ity. 

The camp was truly cosmopol il'an, with 
pilots from Portugal, Germilny, USA, Japan, 
South Africa, Kenya, Ireland and Holland. 

We had nine out of 12 days, with most 
peop le getting back on all nine. There was 
one no-contest day (in the UK this would 
hilve been a contest day but the FAI rules 
and scoring we were using required 25 per 
cent of the field past Y). Numerous pi lots 
ended up in fields that day, with lots of 
stories ilbout heroic retrieves in manv feet 
of mud, with much cilrrying of glide;s. 
Spain after rain is not a place to Idnd out! 

A new concept this year was that within 
2km of the ilirfield on finill glide you have 
finished. This helps with the congestion 
back at il slllilll airfield, and is therefore 
saf r, but m,lkes for a very dull pectilcle. 
A tractor driver a few fields back, however, 
got a regular air display ,lnd drenching. 

Although the weather was not as good as 
the previous two years, the flyin g was no 
less exhilelrating: convergence lines, high 
cloudbases and regular 6-8kt thermals. Add 
to this hills/small mountains to the west. 
thunderstorms and (for all you twitchers) 
very big budgies marking the best thermals. 

ra bb FM was its usuill entertaining self. 
It doesn't l11eltter if you started 20km ahead, 
you still find yourself being drawn to their 
frequency, listening for the next gem. On 
one occasion Steve had told PilU I ilt least 
six times the that the air was better to the 
left; after Paul had then lost 300ft he 
chirped up: "Stephen". you seem to be in 
the better air""."I've been telling you that 
for the last five .**** minutes!"". "Stephen, 
you have to press the transmit button 
before you speak!"". And so it went on. 

On Day Four, storms had been brewing 
through the day; by the time we were finill 
gliding, most people were clipping them or 
being rained on heavily. Fl'Om the ground 
the view was quite spectacular: dark back
ground, gl iders dumping water through the 
rain and flash es of lightning close by, just 
to conce.ntrate the mind. Three people on 
the ground were struck by lightning. 

The weilther improved by the end of the 
week - genuine racin g clays. The best was 
probably Day Eight, iln assigned area tilsk. 
Down one convergence line there was il 
squadron of LS8s travelling at 90-11 Okt, all 
pushing ilnd pulling within ya rds of each 
other, stopping only for 7-8kt. Then two 
long glides of 35-40km to the next cu, back 
into 6kts, "IO,OOOft and home for tea and 
medill; Milrtyn won (124km/h over 460km). 

On the last day, J\r\artyn had such a lead 

=E 
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Gary Stingemore: "360km at 3pm: it's insane. isn't it?" 

he only had to get hack to win - which he 
duly dicl - as day winner, to boot. Second 
to fifth pia es, hovvever, were up for grabs: 
Mike Young, Leigh Wells, Richard Hood 
and yours truly playing Glt-a nd-mouse at 
the start of a 361 km task. I eventually left 
last at 14.58hrs, 10 minutes behind the 
rest. 360km at 3pm - it's insane, isn 't it? 
We nearly caille unstuck near the furthest 
west TP with conditions going blue-ish and 
poor climbs low down. I never SilW Mike, 
but had managed to get within 400ft of 
Leigh and Richard. Leigh then did J vilnish
ing act and got his 10 minutes back. Mike, 
as usual, finished strongly - leapfrogging 
into 2nd overall, with Leigh 3rd. For those 
of you ,"vith ASW 28s on order, there 
appeilrs to be no difference in perforlllilnce 
at any speed; LS8s finished 1st to 9th. 

Martyn took the lead on Day Two and 
never relinquished it, winning the title for il 
second year. Day winner on five of the 
nine days, he proved yet gain that he is 
one of the best rac ing pil ots in the world. 
I think it's Great 8rit(lin's loss that he's not 
competing in South Africa this winter. 

This is a fun, exciting competition at 
which you Jctually do get to fly; don't be 
fool ed, though. The flying is spectacular 
Jnd th e standard extremely high. Twelve of 
the top 30 UK-rated pilots competed - add 
the hills and the storms, and it's not for the 
iaintheClrted. Thanks go to Brian Sprc'ckley 
(director, tilsk-setter, Illet mJn and chief 
marshal) and his small team: his experience 
and knowledge of Spain is invaluilble. 

At the end-of-comp dinner, there was 
much frivolity and not a dry eye in the 
house -everyone WilS thrown into the pool. 
A warning, girls: do not wear a posh 
expensive frock, there Me no exceptions! 
It was noted thill the Crabbs went to bed 
eilrly and escilped; boys, next year be \. . 
afrilid, be very afrilid. ~ 
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Above. five old glider 

cockpits, fitted with 

flight-sim screens linked 

to the controls, were 

consistently popular 

Right: the FVA-27 

canard-type glider, from 

the Aachen Akaflieg, is 

under development 

Left: a Czech microlight 

glider. the ProFe Banjo, 

attracted much interest 

Below and below right: 

the LS8-15/18 is now 

available as a self

sustainer, with a 
retractable Solo engine 

Antares 

Jochen Ewald took his camera 
to AERO 2001, Europe's premier 
light aviation showcase. Here 
he supplies the latest news 

EVERY TWO years, towards the end of 
April , around 50,000 air-minded 
people head for Friedrichshafen in 

south-west Germany. AERO, Europe's 
biggest sports and general aviation trade 
fair, provides not only an exce llent 
overview of what's new, but also boasts fine 
air displays of historic and new aircraft. 

2001 was the fair's last year in the old 
exhibition halls close to the town centr . 
From 2003 , it will be based in new, bigger 
halls on the edge of Friedrichshafen airfield. 
This year, displays at nearly 500 stands in 
ten halls - and at the airport - ranged from 
aeromodc.lling, hang-gliders, microlights, 
gliders, motorgliders and light aircraft to 
fast business jets, Everything relating to light 
aviation, from engines and parts to books 
and art, could be found. 

The best s<1 les success for a motorglidel" 
before the prototype has even flown was 
reported by Lange Flugzeugbau. Two new 
orders during AERO 20m brought the 
Antares order I ist to 42, which means about 
30 months' wait for a new customer. Lange 
displayed his proof-of-concept electrically
driven motorgl ider, the LF-20E, based on 
the DG-BOO des ign but with a completely 
new structure, stretched to 20m and 
equipp 'd with the Antares' electric engine. 
While the LF-20E is still powered by Ni-Mh 
rechargeable cells giving c 1 ,BOOm (5,YOOft) 
climb height per charge, the serial Anrares 
will come with new Li-Ione cells, allowing 
climbs to about 3,000m (,Y840ft). The maid
en flight of the Antares and the start of pro
duction arc expected in earl y 2002, 

Alongside the latest developments in 
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to Zeppelin 

Illotorgl ider technology, a falllOUS naille 
frolll av iation history featured strongly at 
Friedrichshafen. The "loca l hero" - th > new 
Zeppelin NT airship - was on show. It 
deillonstrated excellent handling qualiti es, 
Ill uch like a hel icopter's. The NT received 
its final C of A on the first day of the fair, a 
greJ t success for Zeppelin, which originated 
there a century ago. 

Although the nUlllber of glider pilots is 
stagnating or decreas ing, the glider Illarket 
is ve ry stron g, not least due to high export 
rates Illade possible by the low Euro. 
Mcl nuf<tcturers brought their latest kit to 
AERO 2001. 

DC Flugzeugbau exhibited th e DG-808b 
with the new NOAH eillergency pilot ex it 
aid, an infl atab le air cushion under the 
pilot. When it is activated after the canopy 
is jett isoned, it autolllJ ti ca ll y releases the 
seat belts and lifts the pilot above the 
cockpit frallle, sav ing valu ab le seconds. 
Also on display, of course, was a new 
18/20-llletre un flapped high perforlllJ nce 
two-seater, the DG-J 000. Serial production 
of the aircraft is just cOlll lllencing. 

Rolladen-Schneider showed their new 
LS8118-llletre Illotorglider, a self-sustain er 
with a silla ll , retractab le Solo engine 
behind the cockpit. This glider had not then 
been ilown; the Illaiden fli ght was due 
about two weeks later. 

Norbert K. Niessler frolll Austri a, who is 
the general PW and LAK illlporter for 
Gerillan-language cou ntries, displayed the 
serial production version P\lV-6U, the new 
Polish two-seater frolll the PZL Sw iclnik 
factory, which is also the Illain Illanufacturer 
of the World Class PW-5, and the 
Lithuanian 15118-llletre fl apped Sportine 
Aviacia LAK-1 7A. 

Interest was great, espec iall y in the cheap 
PW-6U: the displayed glider was so ld on 
the first day of the fair. A new factory in )0> 

Right: a colourful variant 

of Scheibe 's SF-25C 

Rotax Falke 100hp tug 

Left: the Slovenian 

Apis glider is awaiting 

German certification 

in the new microlight 

glider category 

Right: the Streifeneder 


glider rescue system, in 


uti Schwenk's ASW 22 


Below and below left: the 

Duo Discus T with Solo 

self-sustainer engine 
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Poland, cdlled PZL Bielsko 1, has been 
started by people from former state-owned 
PZL Bielsko (SZD gliders), which had 
stopped production. The new Bi elsko 1 
factory is also building the \Norld lass 
pw-s and displayed some new deta i Is: 
th ey hope automatic control connections, 
wdterhallast in the tail, a Mecaplex ca nopy 
and other small imlJrovements will make 
this glider more attractive. 

HPH, the Czech scale desktop model 
Jnd glider manufacturer from Kutna Hora, 
brought their GlasflClgel 304CZ 17.43m as 
INel1 <lS the prototype of the 304 Club. This 
new version of the fa mous last GlasilLigel 
glider com es w ithout fl aps and wi th big 
Schempp-Hirth airbrakes instead of the 
trJiling-edge ones, and is offered for the 
very competitive basic price of 56,000D,v\ 
(p lus VAT). The maiden flight was expected 
shortly after the Aero. There was much 
interest; five orders have been placed. 

Schleicher brought their new Standard 
Cldss ship, the ASW 28, whose long order 
li st brings the waiting time for new 
customers up to three yea rs, and the rotary 
engine-powered self-launcher ASH 26. 
O n the stand of the German Aero Club, an 
ASW 22 WdS displayed with Streifeneder'S 
parachute glider rescue sys tem built in. 

Schempp-Hirth CJme with th eir new 
sustainer ngine powered gliders, the 
two-seat r Duo Discus T and the Standard 
Class Discus 2T, which was also equipped 
with new, performance-improving w inglets 
ava ilable for all Discus 2s. 

Most touring motorglider man ufactu rers 
were present. Stemme displayed their 
record-breaking S-lOVT and told of new 
developments, expected to fl y in spring 
2002: the S-8 motorglider with a non
retractCl ble front propeller installation and 
the side-by-side two-seater S-2, livhich are 
both designed for club use. Scheibe 
brought their 100hp Rotax Fdlke tug, of 
which more than 70 are already operating 
in many countries; Diamond Aircraft their 
11 5hp turbo-ch;ngecl Rotax powered 
Super-Dimona HK 36TTC (ca lled, in some 
countri s, Kata na Xtreme), wh ich is also 
available as a tug; while Korff displayd the 
Grnb 109b mod ified to an effective, power
ful tug with the 130hp turbo-chdrged Korfi
Limbach L-2400 EFIT engine. 

Motorglider towing is becoming popular 
as it is safer, easier, more affordable, "green" 
and economic, using about half the amount 
of fuel of a conventional tug aircraft. 

Clearly dominating the scene at AE:'ro this 
year were microlights . Thi s sector has been 
ex panding enormousl y in Europe during 
recent yea rs. This seems to be the response 
from customers to the increased amount of 
money and bureaucracy needed to buy or 
fly conventionJI aircraft - people just want 
to do fun flying. In the new generation of 
micro lights IllJny very fast aircraft can be 
(ound - maximum cruise speeds he tween 
200-280km/h (124-174kts) bring several of 
these aircraft into competition with heav ier, 
conventional aircrJft. And now we are see

ing aerotowing with microlights. The test 
programme with ahout six types seems to 
be very success ful; fin al permission by the 
German Ministry ofTraffic is expected 
soon. But there is a real problem in thi s 
class. As the empty w eight of the modern 
two-sea ter microlights is often cl ose to 
300kg (660Ib), and the max imum lega l 
take-off weight is 450kg (990Ib) - plus d 

bonus for a rescue system in some countries 
- not much payload remains. If the fuel 
tank, sometimes up to 100 litres, is fill ed, 
th ese aircraft become, in practi ce, single
seaters, and Jre ill ega l with two people 
aboard. So customers and manufacturers 
want take-off weight limitations raised. 

A new class of gliders is also ga ining 
ground: microlight gliders. For several 
yea rs, very light, foot-launched gliders with 
an empty weight of about 60kg (132 Ib) 
have been flying in Germany. Now a new 
certifi cation class has been crea ted. Gliders 
w ith an empty weight below 120kg (264Ib) 
mJY be operJted via the German 
Microlight Gliding Association (DULSV); 
certifi cation is done by the German Aero 
Club (DAeC). 

These gliders require a sepJrate licence, 
which is easy for German glider or 1110tor
glider pilots to get. You just need ten flights 
under the supervision ot iln instructor in 
each launch method to be used. A training 
schem for ab initios is under development 
by the DULSV, working with the gliding 
school at the Wasserkuppe. Here new 
pilots are going to be trained on normal 
two-sea ter gliders before soloing on 
microlight gliders. The DULSV showed its 
Czech ProFe Banjo glider, which is already 
German-certified, vvhile Martin VVezel 
brought the SloveniJnl 5-metre deSign, the 
Apis, in glider and motorglider (microlight) 
versions, which are certifi ed in Slovenia 
and awaiting a German C of A. There was 
mllch interest in these Jircraft, whi ch prom
ise "cheJp and easy" flying with a 
performance (Jt least in the 10IVer speed 
range) compdrable to or better thdn that of 
Standard Class gliders of the ea rly 1960s. 

Finall y, one interes ting so luti on to the 
problem of attracting people into gliding 
was demonstrated by the very active 
SLidtonciern Gc. They eq uipped five 
cockpits from "scrapped" gliders with 
computer screens and a gliding simulation 
programme and screens. It meant that 
people could sit in a real glider cockpit, 
"flying" the glider very rea listically by using 
the or iginal contro ls - on their own or in 
competition mode with others. The c lub 's 
instructors briefed the "pi lots" on how a 
glider is fl own, and helped those tl'y ing it 
for the first time. For the entire exhibition, 
all five cockpits were occupied by very 
interested people, and afterwards mdny of 
them ask 'd where to find th eir nearest site 
to do a tri al les on in a reJI glider This 
sys tem, supported by the German Aero 
Club, seems to be a good thing and might 
be copied by other clubs. \. . 

Words and photos by Jochen Ewald -..c 

MOTORGLIDER REGIONALS 


Bernie Morris took time out 
from handing sandwiches to P1 
to be S&G's spy-in-the-sky at 
the Bidford turbo competition 

FANTASTIC 7kt averages, 5,000ft b, se 
a pity th !:' comp starts tomorrow. I'm 
fl ying our Nimbus 30T from Lasham to 

Bidford. jeff VVarren (weekends) and John 
Young (weekdays) wi II be my 
aptJins. I hope to ledrn to use our new 

'vVinPilot Pro. MAFF's restricted area has 
shrunk, leav ing Bidford outside it. june's 
revised SGA cross-country ban has arrived. 

Saturday: (,I 62km triangle, Northleach
'orthamptonl. It 's like a reunion: Aussie 

P!:' te Freeman directing and task-setting, 
ass isted by Tim Newport-Peace, who al so 
scores, and Lynn Taylor on start-finish. Justin 
Wills has entered in Cl Duo Di scus Turbo 
his first reg ionals sinCE 1967 - having mdde 
a guest appearance last >'ear. It's the first 
time he and Ralph jones, the Duo 's UK 
agent, have flown the SLlllle compo Rain 
before briefing. Rain during gridding. 
Launch ing rained off. Lots of re-lights. W e 
lost an underca rriage door and missed the 
window. Dave Fi ndon managed to struggle 
to the second TP to win the day - 10 whole 
points! 

Sunday: (306km polygon, Badminton
Thame-Hus Bas). We bega n late with Dave 
Findon and ca ught up th e others to grovel 
round Thame, then headed north into rain 
and gloom. We were already engrossed in 
the engine start at Silverstone when Dave 
Findon found a 3kt climb, and sportingly 
ca ll ed us; we were too busy to hE:'ar. He 
continued to win at 61.5km/h . Bill Inglis 
was one of onl y four finishers, having been 
airborne for over eight hou rs, but his logger 
refused to divulg i ecrets and he s orecl 
nil. OeFI vu: his logger was < prob lem last 
year, too! His is now a two-logger fami Iy. 

O ne pilot had engine troubl e before 

Overall results 

Overall Name Type Points 
1 JWilis Duo Discus T 

R Starmer 3565 
D Findon Nimbus4DT 3180 
R Jones Nimbus 4DM 
S Marrioll 2918 

4 F Jeynes ASH 26 2585 
5 I Cook Ventus 2CT 2555 
6 RWil1er Ventus 2T 2538 
7 DS Innes Nimbus 4T 2284 
8 MJ Sesemann Ventus CT 

A Moulang 2275 
9 A Reid Venlus BT 2263 
10 J Young Nimbus 3DT 

J Warren 2186 
11 J Wand DGAOO 2t68 
12 M Costin Ventus 2CT 1988 
13 M Pope Ventus 2CT 1909 
14 W Inglis Venlus CT 1837 
15 M Moulang Venlus 2CT 1806 
16 TCaswell Nimbus 3DT 1801 
17 S Edwards Ventus CT 1356 
18 MT Day Ventus CT 1029 
19 SWateriall ASW 20F 644 
20 R Mousley DG-400 208 
21 D Bricknell DG-500M 

B Kinon 
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Turbo D 

launch, then ga ined th e dubious hono ur of 
being th e fi rst-ever field landing in the 
turbo COfllp w hen it failed to stNt. 
Underca rri age damage put him out. ot the 
running. The farmer was fine: no mentiun 
of foot -and-Illouth or worries about th e 
trailer. ju stin 's fin hall JSI VIla a problem; 
Ralph jon es wa '''n insertin g his b r,~dilw l 
handle in th e rcar orifice of the Duo. 

Monday: (266km po lygon, Andoversford 
Westcot-PotLon Mast). At briefing Pete 
helpfully d istr ibuted Met Office low-level 
forecast sheets, which Rod Witter wa nted 
deCiphered. I"ete said he didn't know any
thing about met and asked the ,~udi ence , 
How docs Pete task-set and direct so well? 
A fantastic blue ky wi th solid eu turned 
inlo ex tensive upper c loud by briefing, with 
scrub at 1S.30 . justin then tri ed the task but 
motored hume from th e second TP. 

Tuesday: (3111' Assigned Area Task, East 
Angl ia-B ucki ngham/South Oxon-control 
puint).Great romp Cdst until Huntingclon or 
Cambridge, where it all went pea r sh<1pecl. 
justin latcr attributed thi s to the oblique 
angle of the sun but it just looked like 
spreadout to me. He used the full Skm 
width of the <.: ont l'O l po int area to increase 
his distance and wi n th e day. We'd spotted 
th at wrinkle but still got ba ck 38 seconds 
too ea rly. (Better than last year when we 
got b,lCk 25 minutes earl y.) The scores on 
the doors took hou rs and kept changing. 
The Competilioll Halldhook was pored 
over but was ambi guous. Silllon W ;lIerf,111 
lancled his non-turbo ASW 20 in a fi eld 
and was vcrI' well receivNJ by the farmer, 
who sugges ted an aerotow retri eve, 

Wednesday: (3 onm pol ygon, ~ad5tuck
Welford-Si Iverstone). Good-looking sky but 
gloomy spreauout and sea air m<1rching 
relentlc'ss ly in. Justin fl ew th e cunvergenc 
lint' to the first TP Ihell fuu nd 5 m ' w,we
enhanced thermals to win the day. M ike 
CostJin contact d the wave on the third leg 
and cl imhed to nearl y 7,000([ to fin al glide. 
ATC at I:lristo l Lul sga te phoned to enqu ire 
about th floti ll a of passing gliders and 
revealed they arE' members of M end ip Gc. 

Our clJ)' was ve ry different. W e: were last 
on the gri cl nne! had to re-li ght. (My captain 
was indi gnant: " I don 't do re-l ights''') . We 
sta rted into the gloom 90 minutes late. 
INc found enough of something to reach 
Cheltenham and climb in th e ra in but on 
track th e I ights had gone out. W e headed 
inland tOIV,lrds sunshine. Blocked hv 
Lyneham e m, we went over the top of 
Bri ze Norton to the south-east end of 
Lyllehalll then backward5 up the second leg 
to Ihe first TP. The spreado ul beat us to the 
last TP but one remaining patch of 
sU llshine got us up to final glide at SS kt in 

August - September 2001 

o powers ahead 

Right: not. as you might expect. Justin Wills (left) geNing 

a day prize from director Pete Freeman; ra ther. Justin 

re-presenting Pete with a day prize for being spot on 

Wlll1 the task-selling. Justin and co-pilot Bob Starmer in 

the turbo Duo, won three of six days - and the comp 

dead air for 55k m. \lVhat J memorable dZlY. 
We Wl're appl ilUdt'ci on landing. just in gelVe 
the 'vvinner's w ine hilck to I)ele lor rerfect ly 
chOOS ing the task area. 

Thursday: (207km, Charlbury- l3 l!rl iord ). 
Lovely sky at hreilkfast. Rain was forecast. 
PetE' estimated i ts arrival ,) 1 13idiord by 
'1 b.OO so got us away ca rl y. A great romf.> 
down the fi r5t leg but then cloud Jfler 
perlect-Iooking cloud didn't work. Mike 
Dav is a one-logger fam il v and would have 
he~n 4th if it h~ d worked: Simon landed 
in th e saille field as on Tuesday to another 

Bernie Morrisgood reception. Pete W,lS dga in spot on 
w ilh the task area/l iming and Justin again orciert'd a Ventus 2cr to replace it! ) justin 
pr senter! him with a pri z - . O ne woul d \lVills won both the O pen CI,)55 mini-comp 
have thought Ralph JonE's, as UK agent fo r and the overall turbo comp, ilying with 
the Duo Discus, would be very happy that 13011 Starmer (who claimed his contribution 
it is so Jclvantageously handicapped and was to keep quiet at critical tim es). Loca l 
won three clays running? (j ustin 's Duo boy Dave Findon was second and Ralph 
handicap: 102; Ralph's N imbus 4m :116) jones third, despite his 4DT handicap. 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday: Hail 1 am now a VVinPil ot bore end have 
and rain . Scrub and pri zeg iving at 12 .30. Illemories of some very specia l flights. 
This year Pete included mini-lumps for Thank you, Bidford for anolher great week. 
15-Metre, ll:l-Metr and Open Class. Rod This W015 the (irst time there have been any 
Witter won the l S-M etre (having,. 'moveci landouts in the turbo comp: four - th" ee 
tips for handicap adva ntage). Fran k I ynes were a non-turbo. There were 29 turbo 
won the 1 a-Metre in his 2(>r , be.a ting the retri eves, w hich would have been landouts, 
Venlus 20s. (A Llit worry ing: he has Eat you r hearts out, puri sls! ~ 

Y"~ . IGC 
FUU lJIAtI' Bidford 

- - ---~ 

Cheltenham / 

Brize Norton 

1 
{ 

{ 

Lyneham 

/, 

An original way to get to the first TP from the start (top). via the second one! See Wednesday, left. for the story 
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F \)t\ful 0iJ 
SO~r "O/)}The ~e~ I)Stable OOWl)s 

• Two to Five Day Holiday Courses, run by John Jeffries 
• Aerobatic Courses, run by Ray Stoward 

• Field Landing & Navigation Courses in a powerful Rotax Falke 
• Cross Country Soaring Courses 

• Coaching for Fu",Assistant and Basic Instructors 
• WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

-
· -....1 

ROald D1uns...........h.... LU6 2JP 

just corne and enjoy yourself. 
F R E-n ILS 

We can provide you with the level of insurance 
protection that you require, coupled with our 
experience and personal service. 

ell aviation ins urance 
h I services ltd 

Phone, fax or write to : Stephen Hill 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 

Unit 1A, Sycamore Business Park, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire , HG4 5DF 
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GLIDING GALLERY 


Bye-bye, 
Bocian 

Dr John Carter, who is a General Practitioner 

as well as the medical adviser to the British 

Parachute Association, had cause to attend 

a parachuting convention in Poland ... 

"Don 't try this at home," adds John. For an arranged 

jump in this country, the glider would need approving 

for the purpose as well as clearance from the 

appropriate airsports authorities 

August - September 2001 

There, visitors were offered the opportunity to jump 

from a range of aircraft: military transports and 

helicopters, Wi/gas . . or Bocian SP-30 15 from 

Cracow Gliding Club 

John, a skydiver, opted to depart with intent from the 

Bocian, at Pobiednik Wielki airfield 

He admits that he would be unenthusiastic about 

having to jump from an uncontrollable glider in an 

emergency situation. But he enjoyed this deliberate 

departure 

"It was a very pleasant experience," he says. 

"In straight and level f/ightthey 're incredibly easy 

to jump from because they have a fairly slow 

airspeed, and there's no propwash" 
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U 
news 


Anglia (Wattisham) 
WE HAVE just returned from an evenlfu l Inler-Club 

League at libcnhJm, incl ud ing the 15-28 arriving by low 
loader and a rope breaking during an ;Jerotoll' retrieve. 

Stil l, we had fun. The club has Iwo new Bls, Frank 
,vlcKcegan and Richard Misselbrook, who completed at 

Cosford wi th the help of its (FI, Trevur Ba rnes. ,ylark 
Rogers and Richard Missclbrook took part in th e 

Aerobatic i':a tionab. Thanks to Jamie 1\lIen and Ian 
Tun tall for <1 n excel lent course Preparations are being 

made for th e Inter-Services in August with most of the 
cluh fleet and many members taking part. Nell' n1Pm

bers include a chairman , JD Br)'<1nt, "nrJ the last com 
manding officer o f the G lider Pilot Regimenl, Flob 

Tipper, who so loed in 1945 and whose Iypes include 
the HOlspur and Hamiicar. Congralulalions to Barry 

Plowman, 01 Graham and Craig McDougall on soloing. 
Richard Misselbrook 

Angus (Drumshade) 
THE SOARI ,'1G season has started at long last and A ll'x 
Maitland achieved his Sil ver distance on June 10, from 

Drumshade to Aboyne . Congratu lations, Alex, thai'S the 

Silver comp lete. W'" managed to continue flying here 
duri ng the foot -a nd-mouth cris is, but had another disas
ter wi th the last snows of w inter. A very heav)' snowfall 

w ith 3ft o f snow lying for about a week at the end of 
February caused some of the crossbeams oi th ' hangar 

roof to snap, and the roof started to cave in. Luckily, il 
stopped w hen it h,ld come down aboul 3ft, o th erwise 

four gliders wou ld have been firewood. We had to prop 
up the rooi " no derig the gl iders ilnd unfortunalely ewr 

since Ihen we h.we to ri g and derig gliders when we 
want to fly, as the hangar is unusable. 'vVe are gelli ng 
lo ts of practice at rigging the Bocian. Luckily, the 
i nsurance cla im is now sell led and Ihe contractors are 
sta rting the repairs. Abert"y Universily Ge, w hich is 
JifilicJted to us, Ill (l nagecl to gel a grdnt from ope w hich 

c'nables them to get free soaring here. We arc gell ing a 
regul", turnout now from Ihe st udents ;lI1d should soon 

see more so lo pi lOIs. 
Wolf Rossmann 

Aquila (Hinton-in-the-Hedges) 
AQU ILA GC h,ls been operational throughnut til(> 

SCdson, \Vith nUmerous cross-country flights luca l to 
di rfields in r(:'cen t w~ks. Congratulatiuns on iirst 5010s 

to Brien Nelson and Simon Anthony. Our course; w ill 
run on August 6-10 and 20-24, along w ith group flying 

evenings throughout the summer. With Hinton deM of 
infected areas, Aqui la \,vel comes v isi ting cross·country 

pilots, although be advised [J.1rachuting is always active 
ab(lVe si te, and should be monitored on 119.45. The 

six-month membersh ip scheme for those new to gl iding 
is provi ng ve.ry popular - contact I\ndy Preston on 
012% 7204 15 or see www.aquilagliding. co.uk 
Hugh Gascoyne 

Please send your entries to helen @sandg.dircon.co.uk 
or Helen Evans, 6 Salop Close, Shrivenham, Swindon 
SN6 SEN, to arrive by August 14 for the October
November issue (October 16 for December-January). 
p hotographs - slides or prints from film - are welcome 
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Bannerdown (RAF Keevil) 
CLOSURE of the airfield for the w hole uf March was 
not 50 much of J 105s as there was ')in 01 ra in Ih.]1 

munth. Gond recovery was maue in Apri l, and in M,'y 
we achieved 1,000 launches "nd 359 hnurs. A te<lm 
occupied the bleak monlhs w ith ,1 m,ljor re-vamp 

of the T-bl G mOlorglicler and eventual ly rolled out a 
handsome <mel sweet-sou nding nI.Jchinc. Unusual ior 
our choice' oi a soaring week, tlw end of May br(JUght 

fin e \Veather anci some good fl y ing. fo llowi ng shorl l), 
on her solo, Char lie Hocking added two Bronze legs 

,wd a Silver he ight, and Oave Waller coniirmed his 
Silver endu rance \vith an unequivuc(ll bh rs, aftC'r lin ear

li er nail-biting 4hrs 59m ins! We h.we two new 
assistant instructors: Keit h Mcphee and N igel Redman. 

Derek Findlay 

Bath, Wilts & N Dorset (The Park) 
AFTER our forced ex ile due to foot-anci-Illouth we were 

lucky to relurn to our field on the day oi our ACM, 
May 5. We had il re.co rd allendance ilnd c<,lebratcd by 

many glide" ilving ,everJI hours locally and then by 

44 members en joying an "xcell !'nt buffet supper befo,,' 
the meeting, wh ich saw our largest gClther ing pver for an 
AGM. Wt, hilve just completed one of our most 

succt'!>sful fl y ing weeks: nine dJ)'s of fly ing coincid ing 
with one of Simon AdlJrd's soaring courses. The 
financ ial losses caus<,d by our two months' absence are 

miligated to some t'x tcnt by an influx of new memlw rs. 

One of our lacly members, Chris Ch"ppell , has 
re-soloed. She flew m,lIlY years ago at the Swindon 
club , where she Wcl~ an instructor. Congrat ulations to 

one of our youngest members, Alec Haldy, who should 
have sol(wd on his sixteenth birthday, bUI h,ld to wa it 
until we were bJck home. 

Joy Lynch 

Bidford Gliding Centre (Bidford) 
AFTER the worst w inter evcr and foot-and-moulh, 
sa lvation has iinall ), come in Ih(' form of Ihe best 

I"unch ing month we've had for over three years. All 
thai pen t-up cnergy resu lled in d first solo for lui ian 

Coils and a re-solo for Ed Doyle. Matthew We inle, 
Andy Cox and Helena I<uoko lainen each .1Ch ieved thei r 

Sil ver duriltion. We've also had a number of power 

pilots coming 10 gliding: Steven Agar-H utty, Ian Sm ith 
ilnd Malcolm Smith all wen t so lo in record time, going 

on to get Bronze legs too. We h,ld J FlGA ta sk week 
which was hugely successful and, as I wri te, the Turbo 

comp has flown fi ve nf the six days so far (see p49). 
Shelagh Inglis 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
AFTER Ihe inev itable delays, the stel,lwork for Ihe new 

hangar is now up and looks greJ t. t\ lemporary water 

tower for th e 1005 is in plac(' lopped (Jut by il splend id 
Welsh fl ag (insta lk'd by a Scolsman on ,1 vcrI' long and 

'.vobilly ladeler! ) We h,lVl' had some superb flying over 
the last few weeks dampened only hI' the ban on 
( ross-count r ies . June 10 was on(' of the hest days we 
have seen for years" ;) 6,000fl cioudb,1>l' and un limited 
visibili ty. Fanta ti c ! The AGM return ed Don Cosden as 

treasurer until repl.lcenwnt ( hMI", Haker gels up to 
speed. Mart in Flrockinglon continues (for el while) as 

chai rma n to see the buildin!; work compleleci) and 

sever" I new faces appc'ar on the comm ittee. Afler many 
yea rs, ,.\nne and Tony Crowden helVE.' f ini.:) II )' becom<..' 

loe:,) I,; Anne will soon take over as secretary. \Ve wish 

them a long dnel happy reti rement into gliding. IN c arc 
always delighteo to see pilots from other clubs ,md 

promise them a thoroughl y enjoyable time. 
Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
WE W ILL definitely be hulding d competition at the end 
of August (start ing 25), At the time oi writing its exact 

stalus is not yet certain, but it wi ll be the nearc'st we 
can ach ieve to a full 15-n1('tre Nat ionals. Despite the 

unfortunale clash w ith th e Jun ior Nalionals we intend to 

Borders GC promoted gliding at a "sports for aI/ 
abilities" event in Berwick, taking a K-21 and 00-300 

provide the best pos5 ihlc, env ironm('nt. \lVe welcome 
ia little belated ly) M,lIt lww Cook as our \C;bon.ll 

instructu r. The cross-coun try restriclions haVC' dplaYl'd 
fipld landing checks and ('arly cii, tdrJce flights for 

several members; however, w e CJIl now bC'gi n to make 

progress :-tHelin. The pause h <.lS be{~n used for mort' Iri,ll 

lesson and general instructional fl ights. Ao.:. i1 result 

,}nothcr odet, Micha('1 C"l lplt , h", , ol oed, ilS lI'ell as 

Dean Arnold. More exper ienced cauets ~lr(~ training .J5 

Bis. Olll' ClJns('quencp of thi> has beE'n to reduct, the 

"wcrage age .It Ih(' l(.lUrlchpoinl conSiderably, as well a~ 

to improve the ou tl ook. We also p lan to run a full 
exped ition tll J.K,l Ill'xl spring. aitcr G's visil Ih i, April. 

Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 
M,W [NDED with somt' good wave cli mbs to 18,OOOf!. 
\IVe are ~t..Hting to gPt enqlliri e~ ior our autumn wave 
w(,!cks {d(:' t ~l il $ ':\\I\1i l("1bl<:' On our website). Brian Brown 
and;) sm,, 11 team have heen manning ~l glid ing disp lay 

at Berwick sports cent re w here Ihe cl ub participated in 
a "sports for all <lbilities" w(;ekend. As well our K-21 
on display, Brian tnnk along his 0C;-300. The L,llly 

brothers set up iI computer presenteJlion .l> we ll as 
showillg Ihe BGf\ promot ional v ideo. Doug Donald, 

onl' oi our disab led pilot s, waS 011 hand to cxpl~in 

Wh,'l can be uone. The weekend IVent vcrI' well .,nd 
genera ted J lot of interest. Thl' Press were on hand 10 

give the evenl some ex tra publici t)'. 

Bob Cassidy 

Bowlahd Forest (Chipping) 
WE RE-OPENED (.,fter foot -a nd-rnoulh) on the first 
",,,,,kend in MJY, .mo due to Ih ' sad demise of Our 

I SO woolly grdS~ ( utters we havC' had to buy J mowcr 
ior th e Iractor. The weather h.15 bec'n vcry favou r~ble to 

us so i.H, wi th John Wood on one day reaching 1a,800fl 
in wave over Ihe Irish Sea . Bah Pet tift'r h,lS been 

appointed chairman of the BGA Instruc to rs' COlJ1mill ()(" 
Pete Desmond (gli ding bum) is an assistllllt ill struClor. 

and Ph il Punl is ,) 131. Peter Hill (161, one of our cadets, 

has sol opel beior" tak ing" iJre,l k for his GCSEs. vVe ;He 

delighted to oif·r our faciliti es to some III 'mill''' fro m 
Devon & Somerset GC jor ,1 week. vV" trusl Ihey wil l 

gel favou rd"le wlOa th"" .)ft('r their long tri p north. We 
thilnk Cai rngonJl l;C and H usbands flosworlh for th ei r 

hospi talily during visits made by SO me of our members. 

W hilst ,1t Fesh i." John Wo()d and PeW I 1yt'" iJew round 
Ben Nevis (and the ladics' trip to Ilus flos 
culmi nJted in two sol o circuits in the PUCh,l CZ for me! ) 
Eileen Littler 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
i\ MENTOfllNG scheme has b("gun for pre- or C'a rl y
so lo p ilots. And dai ly ajrfield status and wea lher rt'port<; 
an? no", availablt, from 0 1453 Rh08fil. Gr,lham Garnet 

is doing the calering ior Ihe Kolex Siandard Clas 

Nat ionals (Aug 11-1 9). All arc welcom 10 the P,1rl), nn 
Aug 1 S in our nCIVlv-reiurbishc'd c luhhouse. Can we 
break the dub record of 2.1 h,lrreis of beer in a C()lll p i 
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Tony I-lilrri s look over .'IS \-v inchlllJstpr from Mike Harri~. 

Many sightings of wild life <lnd planlS are reported on 
our n('w environment noticeboard, with a magnificent 
map of the site by Ann Brill" Rob John, Tony Gi llett and 
Mrtll Crane have become [lIs . Tim Crow, Rill Evp!t' igh, 
Chris r'acker, Roger Burdilss, Ri cca rdo Trcz;:in i, J.,n 
Pol luck and ,\Iex Jame, have gone solo. Our websile, 
revamped by Nick Kelly. is M www.bggc.co.uk 
Bernard Smyth 

Buckminster (Saltby) 
THE CLiDER Aerob.o ti c ,\J<lti onJis saw 1 B fJilots pul on 
" fine demonstr.Hion of th e gr~c(' of Lmpowered fli ght. 
The fi rs t-placed in each level were M hley llenj,lmin 
ISpmtoman ), lohn Gilbert ilntl'rI1ll'e1iate) with Andrew 
Cunningh.lm just 0.2% behind, and lamie Allen 
IUnlimited ,mel ,\lationa l ChampiclIl ). Th e S<\ltbl' 
Acrobatic Open Trophy wi ll take place on th" weekend 
of Septf'1I1iJer 8-9; why not come along and see what 
glider aerobilt i'" is all "buut? The international air 
tattoo saw us d as d (fur S.;1ie l}' reilsons), Jllnwing time 
10 have a major bl itz on repa iring the potholes in the 
concrete rum-vil)'S. A new winch store has also been 
comp leted, allow ing us to reclaim a workshop. 
Paul Rodwell 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
WITH THE lifting oi the cross-country ban here, the sky 
has been the limit for some members (and vi si tors). 
Congratulations to , lit Norman ior comp letinf! the iirst 
SOOkm flown in thermals from feshie. and also John 
Whyte for his 50km over the Ca irngorm, to ,"boyne. 
The ,vtedil crranea n M.:ry provid ··cI fabulous soaring 
m ndit ions wh ich Our ,_uests from Ch ipping nmde the 
most of during OLir d ub ilying week. ReGient badg 
cla ims includ · · Ir Orman (Diamond distance), lohn 
Whvle ISilwr dis tance) Jnd Andy Farr Ire-solo). Cood 
news for visitors: rnemhp r~hip <Jnd aerotow fees h·ave 
beon reduced (yearly reciproca l membership fee £40.00 
or £8.00 pcr day, anti no booking ice). This yeM's 
Octoberit"51 wave camp ISept 29-0ct 20) promises to be 
the best ever so check out II'ww.g/icling.org or phone 
01067 4934 Sg or 01540 hSB 17 an,l book early 
Chris Fiorentini 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
\VE welcome our n w (tJ ll-time in ~ rut:tGr, Kevin 
Molo ney. With the lifting of thp foot-and-mouth ban, 
the Cransden Regionals <lee definitply on. 
John Birch 

Clevelands (Dishforth) 
OUR SUM MER social season got ofi to a very cheery 
stdrt with another one of our popu lar wine t,)sting 
evenings. Thanks to MikL' Whl'rrel ior showing uS that 
there's more to drinking wine than sheer quantity! Ih~ 

sight of a bar full o f glider pilots swirling, sniffing anti 
sipping r.1Ihelr than glugg,ng has to be secn to be 
believed. Although the ioot-ancl-mouth epidemic has 

Peter Hill (left) of Bowland Forest. being congratulated 
on his first solo by instructor George Wearing 
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curt()i led cross-country activitie~, \V ~. have enjoyed 
some excellent (warm) wave to well over 1O,000it 
cIuring May, all within easy reach of the ai rfie ld. We 
welcome the arriva l of John Cook, an ex -Dishiorth 
member and ex-CFI irom Four Counties, who 
celebrated the resurrection of hi, gliding ca reer by 
vulunteE'ring to become' aircraft member - thanks for 
your help, John. Jim Duncan, our new Army mC'mber, 
joined us after a JSG course, and has al ready soloed. 
Polly Whitehead 

Cornish (Perranporth) 
FORTUN,'\TELY, we were not totdlly affected by the 
foot-and-mouth ep idemic. We were nOt grounded, but 
cross-country flights were forbidden. Because of their 
restri ctions, we were pleased to host r ilots from Brentor 
and North Hill. vVelcome visits, to spend happy hours 
with fri ends old and new. Dean Penny, our secretary, 
leads the gang in the Ladder, w ith Nigel Climpson and 
Chris Willey second and th ird respectively. !Jean claims 
they made the gentleman ly m istake oi all owing him a 
familiarisation ilight in their beloved ASW 1510. Turned 
out to be the best time of the day. There was some 
suggestion that he abandon the cla im. "Buleaux to 
that! " Dc'an cried, "Points ,1re points'''. Coodto sec the 
O lympic flame sti ll flares . SevE'n-day flying has begun, 
with courses, trial fligh" and groups from Territorial 
Army units. \"ie ,1re holding our Own with present 
memhership, but new members ar" h.mjor to all r"cl. 
There are many reasons; l\ sub-comm ittee is preparing d 

paper to the executi ve committee on the subj ect. 
Mike Sheedy 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
JO HN Harwuod, our course instructor has been very 
bu sy. So iar thi s year the following pilots have flown 
first so los: Neil GodWin, Robin Kcars(')" Chris !lutton, 
Chand ra Fernando and Vicky Bentl ey. In addition, 
Bob Williamson and Ri chard Seiry have completed 
IJronze Badges while Chris WebbE'r and Robin Horsman 
have Bron ze soa ring flights. Our first open day of the 
year was a great success with 106 people experiencing 
trial lessons. The weather was finE' but coid and we had 
so many visitors that some flights had to be deferred 
until later. Television camerilS recorded the first fl ight of 
Grace Nunan. This remarkable 90 -yf~a r-old rea li sed a 
li felong ambition to fly and rai sed an amazing £5,100 
in sponsorship for EMMAUS, J loca l chilrity for the 
homeless. S ventI' friends and sponsors were present 
Mid enjoyed a champagne toast and a tern oon tea . 
I.emmy Tanner has completed , ~uperb enlargeme nt to 
the clubhous b, r in reaclines. for the lunior Na ti onals 
and we arc carrying out rcnovtltions to our original 
hang<;r are;1 that dates fram the second world war. 
Frank Birlison 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
WE RETURNED irom exile at Barkston Hea th following 
the lifting of the ban On May 9, but not b",iore Arthur 
Docherty, having solo",d at 16, Cr(lwned his 1 Hlh 
birthday with his first iive-hour flight, in the club Astir. 
Air experience evenings beg,1n with a memorable if 
somewhilt chilly visit for the Boston Operatic.: Society. 
Not so cold for Ged McKnight and Richard Browne 
who, with Mick Baker as crew, went to the Over$eas 
:-J.otionals. nlis 1'1',15 Geel's first cumpetition and while 
Richard was seventh llv"rall, Ced made perhaps the 
longest flight wi thout.l glirler when lightning struck th" 
ground nearby. We await the right conditions to 
concluctthe first launch of a lovingly-restored K-J. INc 
are ,,1;0 preparing to promote our sport via a $tand ilnd 
ground support to the RAFCS/I Aerobilti ('" team 
display ,1tthe Waddington Internationa l Air Show. 
Paul Skiera 

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
FEBRUARY 24, 2001: si te, winches, vehid", and 
gliders all ih good order and waiting to be used, thanks 
10 the chairman and a small band of activists. For thl' 

Rod Salmon 

Beryl and David Clarke 's restored Bergfalke at Burn, 
bought from Aston Down as a retirement project. They 
haclto extend their garage before starting work on it 

iirst time si nce October the skI' was also in good order, 
giving slea dy, wide therm" ls up to 4,000ft. Severa l 
flights of two hours were recorded. Spi rits, too, beg;ln to 
SOil r. A spl('ndid sCason stretched out in frunt of us .. 
February 25,2001: 5it closed, ga te locked: no-one 
allowed tu enter, even to retrieve papers from the 
clubhouse; "II privat(' gliders trarped - a situation that 
ren1~ins unchanged at the time of writing IMay 251. 
I-I,lppi ly, it is planneci that the n,l ti onal park here w ill be 
fully open .~gain by Julv 1, dnd we hope to re-open 
then. Mt'l1lb",rs and ex -members who hal'-e bf!en 
exploring dubiDus activities $uch as gardening or DIY 
must be lured into the dir, as we ll as those who haw 
not yet had the pleas ure. It w ill be more important than 
ever to get them hooked. Congratulations tn our two 
recent Si lver Badge pilots, Mark Arnold IAstir, I\ustralia) 
.1nd Stev0 Lewis IZugvogel, Dartmoor). We hope they 
will soon join our hard-pressed lillie band of instructors. 
The very sudden death of Gwilym Gr iffiths IVas a great 
shock. He was a consistent worker for the club and a 
good pr~cti('al iriend to il ll of us. We ,h~11 miss him 
great ly. In the meantime, we .1re acutel)1 ,1"",1«;' th at our 
conlerns about our srort Me nothing beside th ose of 
our landlord and other farmi ng friends. Their worries 
.1et" about their w ry livelihuod. lV"'y they soon reCDl'er. 
Phil Brett 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
CONGRATULATIONS to Fran Kl1()wles on Diamond 
height and Malcolm Soper on his solo. lack Slephen 
flew 764km around four turning points. We sa id 
goodbye to Marc Schulten ior the seconutime, <l nd 
wish him all the best in his new c;) recr in civ il aviation. 
Welcome to Andras 50proni, from Hungary, who is 
joining uS as the tle \V tug pilot. Mike Whymcnt h,15 
taken over the running of the clubhouse bdr, providing 
cheaper beer, which our club instructor informs me is 
notable newsl May 1,1unches were the highE'st for 
seven years. The Bronze course is running with five 
participants. Wave season bookings are filling up 
rapidly, 50 book now to avoid disappOintment ! We "r" 
open to cross-country flying, visitors are \velcorne !rum 
unaffected si tt's Ifoot-and-mouth l on ly. Piease ring the 
office for detai ls on 013398 85339. 
SUI' Heard 

Denbigh (Denbigh) 
OUR K-7m is respl " ntil'llt in its new livery and now 
conform s to DGC's red and white co luur scheme ft) r 
cl ub ShipS. Flyi ng illl year has taken its toll un our 
airfield Jnd peritra cks, both of wh ich are receiving 
much attentiOn during the summer months. Events for 
you r diary include Competition 50 ISeptember 15-22) 
and Barry and Mo Met·ks' autumn wave camp, 
September 22 to October 20. SeE' our webSite ior full 
details. This is my last S&G contribution; my short 
glidi ng ca reer wil l be resumed in Canada at the 
eu Nim GC, Calgary. [-eel free to contact me on: >
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Club focus 


WE ARE a well-established club of about 200 
members based at the former RAF airfield at 
Aston Down near Stroud in Gloucestershire. 
Members range from under 16 to the oldest 
participants of our Wednesday Club, some of 
whom are over 80. The University of the West 
of England also fly with us. 

We began in 1963 as Cheltenham GC, at the 
old grass airfield at Long Newnton. The rent 
was peppercorn but members had to help the 
farmer at harvest time. The fleet consisted of 
a T-31 launched with discarded ATC cable. 
We soon became Cotswold GC and moved to 
Aston Down, flying only at weekends. On 
Sundays we had to sweep a mile of Tarmac 
runway prior to the RAF resuming Jet 
Provost operations on Monday. 

Our fortunes improved in 1980, when far
sighted members, including Larry Bleaken, 
David Roberts and John Holland, succeeded 
against the odds in buying the airfield on the 
club's behalf. Full details of this audacious 
deed have been published before in S&G. 

Thanks to thrift and hard work, the club 
now owns almost all the land and buildings 
within the perimeter track, some 150 acres. 
The refurbished, extended control tower has 
been converted to a comfortable clubhouse 

At a glance 

Launch type and cost: Winch , £5.85 

Aerotow, when available, £17.00 to 2,00011 


Club fleet: K-13 x3; K-8 x3; K-6; Astir 

Private gliders : 48 

Instructors: 18, plus five Basic Instructors 

Types of lift: thermal (wave and ridge for 
experienced pilots) 

Operating days: 
Summer; seven days a week 


Winter: weekends and Wednesdays 


Contact; 
Office: 01285760415 (10.00·15.00 weekdays) 

pat@cotswoldgliding.co.uk 

www.Cotswoldgliding.co.uk 

the White Planes picture co. 

with sleeping accommodation. The club fleet 
is housed in a spacious hangar, and, thanks 
to the hard work of a member, we have a large 
modern workshop in which both ground 
equipment and gliders are maintained. 

After many years of operating the reverse 
pulley system of launching we now have a 
new Skylaunch winch which gives launches 
of 1 ,800ft to a Discus or similar. Aerotows are 
sometimes available, enabling experienced 
pilots to contact wave over the Severn Valley 
or ridge soar the Cotswold Edge. For the less 
experienced, almost the whole area that we 
own is landable and, with 1.75 miles of tarmac 
runway, cable breaks can easily be practised, 
making the site ideal for first solos. Since the 
airfield is at 600ft QNH in the well-drained 
Cotswolds, we often have superb conditions 
with thermals well into the evening. We have 
few problems with airspace (unless you are 
likely to exceed FL10,5 over the site). 

From April to September weekly courses 
with professional instructors are extremely 
popular with beginners or those wishing to 
re-solo. Accommodation is in the clubhouse, 
or participants can bring caravans or tents, 
Some stay at one of the many local pubs. 

Recently the club has hosted regional and 
national competitions and this year will host 
the Junior Nationals, which is fitting since our 
juniors are always keen to compete in this. 

We welcome visitors (with or without their 
gliders) to sample summer thermals and a 
flood-free site in winter, 

Frank Birlison 

Instructor John Harwood with Vicky Bentfey, new soloist 

~ IVJartinFV}oflcs@'CompLiserve.com CongrCl tul.lliQfl5 
to Mike Abbott on at{din ing his Full R;,ling. 
,\1artin Jones 

Derby & Lancashire (Camphill) 
FOUR YOUNC people wi ll get d y('dr'5 membprship and 
fl ying fu ll), paid for when the Bursar), SchemC' in con
junct ion with the Carol ine Trust is Idun hed in June. 
Mih.' Armstrong dnd N igel Howes h(.lVe completed "OnlP 

cross-countri es under the new BGA rules, including ,1 
FiOkm triangle and 185km OIR plus 1O,000ft height 
gai n in Wtwe. Three Sil ver legs have bef:' fl ddimcd and 
there's heen plentifu l wave to the base oi the ai rwa y, 
giving ,1 good number of flighls in E'X -e55 of I D,OOOf!. 
O ur K- I B was hacily damaged after a poor field bnding 
and wi ll he out oi "ction until OclolJ r. We ran a "fl ying 
saiely together even ing" with th" Derbyshirp Soari ng 
Club (hang-glider and par.,glidcr pito ) to promote bet
Ipr undef>tJncling of each other's needs and prob lems. 
There's be(:ln an incr<.:a~(-' in thf' number of visjtin~ par
ties including groups irom SI t\ndrew's University, 
Shalbournc Jnd Tihenh.im - dnd they've pnjoycd some 
good soaring. Our new launchpoint vehicle has com 
on lill l'. The "Derwent Discovery" affords excell nl 

launchpoint control and comfortable sht·lter. Members' 
c:our~C$ have ueen d huge SUCLCS :-., with one in three 
memhers taking adv.Jnttlge of them, New club steward 
and sLewardess David and Louise r,'·m a goud, well
.1t lenderi McxiC,ln nigh!. They serve iood every clay. A 

huge membership survey has bt!cm done, the results of 
which wi ll form Ill<' bilSis oi the club's 1O-year pl ;lI1 . 
Diane Reid 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 

AfTER negotiations with th(' loca l communi ty our North 

11111 sit has be n re-opened for fl ying activit ies. We ar" 

till within the no -country exclus ion ZO Il<' and it 


seems likely lhat EntC'rprisc will h,lYP to be G,llccll d 

thi s )'E'Jr, a great disappointment to mJny. DSG 

committee and members wou ld like to thank all th e 

loca l dubs, f'erra nporth , Heron GC and Dunkeswell 

airiield, for thei'r hosp itality ,1nd support during Ih ~' ba n. 

With our cross-country ,Ktiviti es curt" i led the weather 

naturally has produced some Jbso lutely stunn ing cross

coun try-able days, ho hum; tlw fina l twist oi the kni fe, 

we hope. Good news, however, Paul Carpen ter has 
suctessful ly completed his BI rating and i'cter Palm, Our 
resident commercial pilot, has ~lchieved his iive hours 
.1nd Silver h,' ighl. The duh has come through Ihe black 
days of the winter as kp"n as ver anrl in Some \v.:1) the 
pa st few months have helped us to "ppreciJ t. North Hill 
the more, \,Ve look forward to some fine. /l ying (1 nd a 
return to normality - whatever that is. 
Phil Morrison 

Dukeries (Gamston) 
WE I IIWE h,1d our AGM anrl .; dinnN-li,lncC. Trophies 
Wt' f E:' prC'scntcd as follows: Cross-Cou ntry Cup, Cary 
Wardle; Height up" lev« Simpson; Chairman', Cup, 
Ron Vickers; f\chievem" nt up, John Talhot. The ~oy 
Lunn Cup for longest c.ro~"5-cOu nlry weil l to Dav(' 
Urpeth il nd Mike Terry. A superb d fort by John 
SWdnn.lck ,md Craig Hobson at i'ock lingt"n la5t vcar 
wh en they flew no..:..s-counlry with 11(') serviceahle v,lrio.;, 
.md \VJl ..rh il ll ~st in the cockp it fo llowing torrential rain, 
earned tl"'m the OUlst,lIlciing Flight CLIp. Rubert 
Thompson, "Ithough rcady tor solo on his lolh birth dav, 
had to wai t for the weather hut hJ '::I nuw g<lined his 
wings. Ron Vickcr> i,leYcr chapi achi 'wd ,1 100 per 
cpnt pass on his rlronze paper. 
Mike Terry 

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
THE SUN is shining, coueses drf' t"king plilcc, our 
Ridgewell site has dried out sufii cient ly ior win ch 
lau nching, North WC'Jld is busy on \Vcclnesda)'s; with 
tllf:l anticip.lti()n 01 hetter wl'.lIher tu corne what 1110re 
can enthusiastic cluh pilots want l Who sa id: "What 
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Club news 


Above: Dave Urpeth (centre) of Dukeries GC presents 
wings to 16-year-old Rob Thompson (left) and receives 
a set of perfect Bronze answers from Ron Vickers (right) 

cross -countriesl " Th:1nks 10 Tony H<lmpshirc and hi s 
tpam for rt' dC!coral ing the c lubhouse and ki tchen oJ ! 

North We,lld. l!\Ie recenlly i/ "", <1 9 1-year-old great
gra ndmOlher al Norlh Weald; she Ihorou ghly enjoyed it 
.1nd her comment un I,lnding was: " \I\'h.Jt .1 s h ~!m e it 
hild to end So soon; I was jLl st gett ing used to it!" 
Proud ly wa lching wcre her son, grand-daughter and 
greJI-gra ndson. The event W ;l$ reporled in several local 

pap('''. Bookings ior evening group fly i llg at Ridgew E'II 
are go ing w ell and ,1 rp prov ing popu lar wi th locals. The 
(.Iub t'njuyed goon weatlwr Jnel fl ying at Ri dg well on 
the Iv1;l )1 13,;Jnk Ho l iday, not\-vi {h ~ t.ln di ng uur vol un l~ ry 

imposil ion o( J 2, 000(t c il ing AGL 10 kpep cl ear oi Ihe 
Soulhend on Se,' Air Sho\\' lra fii _IN hope Ihe \Vealher 
is as kind on our Ridgewell i ly ing week, june 16 10 :> 4, 
Peter Perry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
W[ welcome the condil ional liiting of Ihe cross-country 
ban and look forward 10 norrnd l st-:'rvin.' resuming. O n 

one of the ra re good d;)),s recentl y two o f Our mo re 

a(romplish,. " pilolS, Andy S.)nderson ,lI1d I'au l Rice, 
managed respecl ively 235 ,lI1e1 225 km. Lei 's h o p~ thi s is 
,1 good omen ior Ihis be laled <lnd curt,1iled se<lson. O ur 
proj('C! tu re-cngim: our number Cln e w inch is n 'J r 

complel ion. Thi s has laken Ihe lea m ralher longer than 
expected due 10 a nu mber oi (aclors, some o i which 
\Verc fon:!seen ,1I1ci o ther.:; weH:n't, but hey, that's life. 

The result o i Ihe inr rcased power Ihal Ihe big b lock 
Chew), will deJ iw r should result in more contro llable 
,1I1e1 sa ier launching ("winch" people wi ll know wha l I 
nwan) as well as imposing less sl ress on Ihe whirl y b ils. 
Congralulations 10 BriJn Da rlon on his III ra l ing. 
Steve jones 

Four Counties (RAF Syerston) 
WE HAVE b.,en very (orlunale' compared 10 SO rll t' olher 
clubs wi lh regJrd 10 i/ yi ng during Ihe ioot-anri -l11oulh 
oUlbreak, al lhough we did sl ill lose out 10 Ihe wealher' 
AI leJst we have rnanJged some li milcu cross-country 
wi lh in Ihe confi nes oi Ih ~' GGA restri clions. D~lvid 

Robinson has gone so lo and Ian Cra igie, Andy L<l nglon 
<m el Ewal'! Burnell haY,," Bronze legs . Nigel Gough put in 
a very cred ilable performance in Spain during Ihe 
Ov('r5P,lS NJl iu fl dls. Th e AugUSt task wepk now looks 

more prom ising.1s we' are silualed to Ihe east of Ih" line 
enabling us 10 go cross-counlry. 
Sue Armstrong 

Herefordshire (Shobdon) 
WHAT (ow,;ighl Ihe' MOD had /) ,1(k in 1940 wben Ihey 
bui ll Ihe Shobdoll runw,,)' ti l tw ice Ihe normal w idth . 

\01 on ly Wt"" Ihey <l hle to launch HOlspurs, Hors" s 
Jnd II J lllil cHS on dual towS, but th is feat ure \'\';)5 also tu 
pro\'(' ideal in accnmmoc/,lIi ng Ihe new Nimbus 4DT, 
which \\f ilS clearly predicted to arr ive on si te a mere 
GO yea rs or so later. V'ie have ume/ud" d Ihat even in 

August - September 2001 

Right: Robin May of 
London GC over Ihe 

Matterhorn on a recent 
trip to Sian in Switzerland 
with Ed Downham. Their 

best flight was 850km. 
This picture was taken in 
weak wave from 16,OOOft 

over the 14,461ft high 
peak, looking south to the 

Aosta valley in Italy. "We 
then flew on to Mt Blanc 
and managed to get into 
a similar position," Robin 

says, "but unfortunately 
Ihe peak was covered in 

a cap cloud". See 
www.may.ukf.net for more 

pictures and overleaf for 
news from Dunstable 

Ihose days perh aps multi -,,'aler w in gspans were direct ly 
proportion,lllo the combined age oi Ihe p i 1015' ,'iorlh
westerl y w inds have brought some excellent wave, 
thermal (ln d ridge so.-l ring, though on some days it has 

be.'n diiii cu ll 10 dec ide exactly whi ch sourn' of li fl is 
keep ing us lli rbornc. Thi s \VJS obviously not a conCern 

(or Dt'wi Edwards, w hen he complplerl lhe second leg 
of his Bronze in the JantL\r, desp ite not hl'lvmg il wa tch, 

Thanks 10 Ken ,\-lartin, our n w workshup is currenl ly 
ava ilable ior members to fett l ' Iheir mou nts Jnd w ill 
hope.iully soon I» ~uipped WIth some basi IDOls, 
workbenches and sl orage cabinels. 0 asion.1 1 mid
week ilying continues, pa rti cularly on Fridays, when 
enterlai nmenl has included ra.dio broadcasls such as : 
"Shobe/on glid .. rs please remain airborne - airiield 
under altack irom the soulh -w est by I-Iarrier (ormalion' " 
Mike Hayes 

Highland and Fulmar (Easterton) 
CONGRATUl/\TIO NS 10 Tony Butler who al 6 7 Y" Jrs 
old wenl so lo and has quickly ga ined bolh Bronze legs 
and d one-huur fl ight. Roy Scolhern has compleled his 
[lrnnzc and his Cross-Counlry Endorsemenl, Stuart 
Nay lor, M<l r1 in Keer(' , I-'E'le Smilh and Ted Murphy 
ga ined Sil ver heighls, Mil rk Brown look iull <l dvanlage 
oi th e liil ing oi Ihe cross-country ban here and did his 
Silver dislanC(' 10 Ahoyn" <llihe first opporlun ily. We 
had an excc llenl week 's soaring al Ihe end o( April bUI 
ii was jusl 100 soon ior Ihe liiting oi Ihe cross-coun try 
ba n. The Swallow owned by eddie TraynOr's syndica te 
has bel!n dOl1.ltedlo Ihe c1 uh and has fl own again 
Ihanks to Denis Shepherd dnd Sieve Young who die/ so 
much work on il. Th" Fu lm,1[ gl iders and Highland 
K-21 i lew to (and .11) RAe Loss iemoulh ior Ihe Fri ends 
and Famil ies day_ We once aga in w<, lcomed Elgin High 
Schoo l and, ior the ii rs! lime, Speyside High School on 
their act ivili es days, inlroduc ing aboul 30 youngslers to 
gliding. During I\~ ay greal work was dOne on the 
drainage oi Ihe sirip Iha nks again tn Geddes Chalmers 
and Tony Buller. 
Teresa Tait 

Imperial College (Lasham) 
LU KE Rl'iJheck ca me back irom i3ri l ish jun ior Team 
training in On tur over EaSier cla iming i lighls o( 300kl11 
at over 100km/h. He' lVas given £ I ,DOO irom IC Trust tn 
help w ilh Ihe junior Worlds in August. I h,w e IJnded 
myself J job <11 La sh;]m as ,1 III ior Ihe summer. As you 
read Ihi s we wi ll be on Ihe way back irom jaca, ba dgec1 
up and sporting a fresh 1:1n, rnl' ind udec/ ' Ii Duncan 
Ashley comes back irom jaca w ilh ,1 Sil ve r, he w ill be 
compeling in his iirsl junior Championships along, iclc 
Luke Rebbeck, Chris SI11.1rt and me. Fin<1l1)' ii 's goodbye 
irom m(' as Caplain, as oi August. I am honoured 10 
have bad such an im f10rtanl role in one oi Brili sh 
gl iding's pioneering cl ubs. I would l ike to thank my 
committee, wilhoul w hom Ihl' club andl wou ld > 

Airborne again at Dumfries and District after a four
month layoff because of foot-and-mouth. See a/so p 13 

Tony Butler, aged 67, after his first solo at Easterton 

Jack Siockford soloed at Kent GC soon after lurning 16 
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Club news 

]>- be lost: "II Lasham stafi, who cont inuE' to put up 
with students; Ie unio n, \'\'ho we sometimes seem to 

take lor granted; all the Instructors w ho r isk lile and 

limb fl y ing wi th icGC members; and my mum and 
dad for fl!OVer fl y ing w ith me. Good luck to next year's 
committee - and remember, enthusiasm cOmes 
from the top I 

Hemraj Nithianandarajah 

Kent (Challock) 
AFTER a long d rawn out and, at times, pain iul process 
IVe have fi nall y got p lanning perm iss ion to operate a 

seli-Iaunch ing motorglidcr for tra i lli n ~ purposes from 
Challock. Our chairm" n, Grahame Underwood, and 

seCretary, Stefan Bort, ..Ire to he congr"tulated on th eir 

tenac ity in achiev ing th is. Th e scason has got oif to " 
good start w ith iirst so los by a rcccntly- t'urned I 6-year
o ld Jack Stockford and M ike Plant, w ho is we ll past his 
sixteenth b irthddY' D,lVe Ward rop has been seen 

spottin g a big smile and two Bronze legs. John 
Hoo lahan is tak ing over the rei ns DS CFI from A lan 
Garside. Thanks to Aia n ior ,1 11 hi s efforts in the last 

yetlr. Our courses, run by lohn I-Ioye, have been 
booking WE' ll ,lnd blc,ssed w i th somE' fine weath er. 
Caroline Whitbread 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
DAVID M asson has down 640km, and Chris Lovell 

.lnci Bob Th irkell have fl own 3C10 km With in the BGA 
guicielines. O ur Ontur expedi tion, led by Gordon 

M acDonald, is going w ell. Charl ie Kovak, an instructor 
for 30 years, is handing Over his voluntary work of run
ning the mi dweek fl yi ng. Spins Irain ing w ill never be 
the same. Grateful thanks, Charl ie. The soGia l commit

tee hilS bel'n acti v .... A d inner-dance on the Iheme of the 
Titanic was successful. A C",-rib llean i'< ight is being 

org:lni sed. Peter Ba ker will give a talk on Concorde tElt 

il ying wh ile Derek Pi ggott will give a ta lk follQ\·.;ed by a 
showing of the fil m Those Magnificent M('n in Their 
Flying Machines. i\ new launchpo int vehi cle is bei ng 

selected. Congralulations to our manager, lohn Gilbert , 
who won the I ntcrmediilte Class at Ihe Acrobati c 
Nalionals. Th is was h is ni nth yea r el f competing, du rin g 

w hich he has gained twe) Golds and seVE'n Silvers. 
Forrner member Ash ley Benjamin won the Spo rlsman 

Class and Chri s Ca in IVas 5th in Ihe Unl imited Class. 
Tony Segal 

lincolnshire (Strub by) 
CONGRATULATIONS to Stewart Clark, Jim '''l cLaren 
and Ian Butler on solos . D ick Skerry has a full ra ting. 

A superb spring bu i iet, organised at the Woodth orpe 
Inn hy Jenny and Ken All en, was enjoyed by members. 

We now have J small group of power i lyers using the 
o ld he liport ilnd its ru nway, so w hen anyone Can fly in 
pledse bear them in mind . We have no ci rcuit 

res-trictio ns but a see"i1nd-be-SE~n agreeme.nt. Our Il l'\'\' 

grass runway is hOW in operatiOn, thi s has made 
launching slicker and " ased tht, workload on members. 

Dick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
MANY congra tulati ons to Ash ley Benj amin and Alex 

Yea ts for i irst and second place in the Spo rts C lass, and 
to Andy Cunn ingham fo r second in the Internwdiales, 

th e National Aerobatic.s Competition il t Sal tby. AI the 
same time Robi n M ay and Ed Downham wcre fl y ing 

glider numb,'r 13 out of Sion over the Matterh urn and 
on to Mont Bl anc in whdt Robin says was one of his 
most memLlrablc flights. The D uo's been at Sisteron, 

where severa l club members have been polishing up 
their rock polish ing. Back at Dunslable we'w been 
gettin g p lenty oi time in tht' air w ilh lo ts of cross-country 

ilying, aerobati c courses, ri dge fl y ing and general train 

ing. O ur holiday and evening courSE'S ;1fe very well sub
scribed, and thanks to Pete M iles our open day was the 
most s ucc:e~s iu l yet. 

AH 
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Bryan Middleton (right) raises a glass to mark the 50th 
birthday of Gertie (above), hiS "beautiful and gracious" 
recJ-and-cream coloured Slingsby Sky (BGA 698). The 
Vintage GC member celebrated with a four-hour flight 
(above) over Dunstsble Downs then tapped a specially 
brewed five gallons of his home-made beer for the party 

Mendip (Hales land) 
AFTER c.onsulta ti ons w ilh M AFF and our fdrlller 

land lord we reopened at th e beginni ng of M ay. We dre 

al l becoming quite 'ldept at dancing th rough th" 
di sinfecta nt th j t isolates the ai rii01d (rom Ihe outsi de 

worlel, incl uding our car pa rk. Am idst the mass o f check 
fI ights ior non-current members, Keith Evans at last 

r ~-so l oed after a 2S-yt'a r break. Bil ck in January he was 

checked out and actu ally strapped in to go when an 
incident stopped fl y ing for the day. In Febru,lry th t, 

weather suddenly changed just after yet anoth er fi nal 
check - and then came fool-and-mo uth~ Hi s 1976 solo 
was from the now-defunct W ithybush. 
Keith Simmons 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
TH E CHAIRMAN W,lS Ihe one 'hat fl ew ()ver the 

cuckoo'S nest on high jaun , from Shobdon. The poor, 

di sp laced ch icks were hoping to be ha k by mid July or 
ilt If.'ast by publ ic<liion date. We inlend 10 start limited 

operations on Wednesdays, Thursd ays, Fridays and 
weekends. Jon Hall has p lanned an opening party th at 
w ill have no equal. Tha nks to our hosts at Shobdon 

th ere have been some most sati siy ing days, anu c l imbs. 
A number have fl own John Stuart 's 100km pentagon, or 

polygon depending on how close th ey blundered to the 
power circu il (only joking). Congrel l u lati om to James 

Moore who did hi s five hours Ihere. The committee h,lS 
been meeting almost da il y andlhe club is pelrticularly 

apprec iative o f those members who have stood by il by 

promptly payi ng the ir dues and subscr iptions. We are 
not going to be a cl a>s less SOCiety when thin gs get back 
to normal wi lh the likes o f Messrs Bennett and Rowson 
soaring to 21 ,000ft in the Alp~ ancilhe Crl instruct ing 

down Ihere. But w ill there be any sheep left ' Perhaps 
just a Bronze memorial oi il pair o f wellinglons' 
Roland Bailey 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
OUR FR IDAY "veni ng group flying sessions hav· started 
well . Th bookings w ill keep us busy th ro ugh to the 
beg inn ing of September. Work in the clubhouse is now 
in it s final phase. The off ic ial open ing is set for 

S" ptember 8. Marlin Reyno lds and Steve Codd very 
kindly gave up the ir Saturday evenings in Ap ril ,lnci May 
to give Bronze l ecturt'~ to a number o( memlHHsr \vho 

had a 100 per cent PelSS rate. In the East Anglian Inter

Club League, the venue for May wa S Tibenham, w ith 
py lon racing (C PS TPs, equici islant at 9km from tilt' air
fie ld , to the north, south, east and westl. Ov(:!rall NVGC 

earned a very cred itabl e third p lace w ith 24 po ints. Cs 
of /\ for all c lub gl iders have been completed and we 

are geari ng up fo r our open day on June 20. Our refur
b ished TrJil SH van is a w inner. 

John Pike 

North Wales (Uantisilio) 
D UE TO the severe impact o f ioot-and-mouth in nt'ilrby 
Cheshire, the club is still not fl y ing from its fi e ld. Th is is 

a si tuation that w hop' 10 hdve rect ifit'ci by tl10 end of 

June. Unt i l then we ""~ i lyi ng at (.,ernarfon A irparc, 
w hich is interesting clue to the very ch,lIlgeJble coastal 

wcather - it really docs s 'm to hd • d wea ther system 
all o f its own. Since WP on ly w l[lch at the cl ub ite el nd 

w e can on ly JcrotO'w at Caern Jrfun, we have been 
getti ng all sorts o{ much -,lt'eded pract ice. Our heartfelt 

thanks go to Caernarfon A irparc, and al l those pi lols 
w ho sudden ly have gliders in tht' air w ith th em, lor 

being undt'rstanding, helpful dnd friendl y. Most 
powered pi lo is give US J (vave as they pa ss Ihe 

launchpo int and, o f course, we wave back! Upuatcs, as 
dlways, on the \",c:.bs i t(~ il t wW\-\.I,nwgt .orguk 
Brian Portlock 

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
W HAT W IV the foot and mouf and the not-so-stunni ng 

weather, not J lot has happened at W eslOn On the 
Green. Even John Ham il ton snea ked oit' somewhere 01se 

to go solo, but remembered w ho his fri ends arc and 
came back to re-so lo. We ll done to Maz Makari, 5i mOn 

Walker and Dave Weekes who all got through th eir 
81 cou r e anu are now regularly showing am,lzed 

v isitor$ the del ights of glidi ng. And plans arc still afoot 
to celebrate OGe's ii ftieth y.e,lr w ith il weekeod oi fun 

and il ying on August 18-19 though this may be 
restri cted to JUSt Aug-usl 18, owi ng to the d ifficulty 

of fl ying when hordes of pcople are fa lli ng through th e 
c1 ir around you. 

Steve McCurdy 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
THE SOARINC season has arr ived even if no one can 
go dnywhere ret. Well dUI1C to Jim Crowhurst iol' 

completing his BI f'ining and to 11i l l Baker ior ga ining h is 
Bronze two-hour durnlion; if he had taken a barograph 

he would ha"" had a Silver height , too. The Asti r (S, a 
new "eld it, oll to the fI.,et, is popular w ith members. INc 
Me looking iorward to our open cldy on June 24 and our 
pub li c ity event in Peterborough on the precedi ng 

Sa lu rday. O ur fl y ing fort night is again during the first 
two wc('k in August and we are ho ldi ng the In ter-Club 

l.eague event on the middle weekend - dates on 
www.psgc.co, uk dnd all ,u e ,'gai n w~ lcome. 

Pete Goulding 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solent) 
n IE RNCSA task weekend wil S marred by sOtllewh.1 t 

cloud)' wedther, though "bou t 20 o f our members made 
the trip to Yeovilton. ~ Jck "t Lee, M<>yk I io ldcn went 
some\Vhere else, wilh a 50km il iriield- hopping flight to 
PJrhilm . O thN such offences havc bc,t'n lim ited t 
mntorglicicr 5010s in the nt'w Venlure, w hich is sett l ing 
into its life by the sca after its trip lrom Yorkshire. Th e 

RN historic flight demonstrJtc'd a proposed glider tug 
for us, but after c,ud ul considerat ion we decicied to 

keep the Chippie anu Cub clue to their super ior fuel 
consumption owr the offered Se;'l Fury. 

Pete Smith 
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RAFGSA Centre (Bicester) 
O UR cross-country pilots IMve notched up in excp,S of 

7,()()Okm sinn' the li lt ing of cross-cou ntry restrictions, 
including an excellent competition training week, when 

all >tudents completed J 300km. Members of the British 
Jernhilli( te,llll, two ur th em club rnl'rnhers, h<lvC::' bet-n 
practising for th" acrobat ic wor lds. The centre has taken 
delivery of the RAFGS!\', firs t Vl'ntus 2n. 
Colin Mcinnes 

Scottish Gliding Centre (Portmoak) 
THE WEATHER h,1S iJel'n ver), kind to tJ$ recently \vith a 
mixture of good wave and thermal rial's. As J r~tJlt oi 
thi~, ,]nri the easing of cr(Jss-UJuntr) r <triL ti ons in 

SC'ot l,md, we have been "ble to 'et a lot of fl ying donl'_ 
Congratul<It ions 10 Alcln Irving and Andrew Bate~ for 

Gold hC'ights, Iloh Sm"ll man ior his Si lver distance, 
Doug Tait lor his Silver hCJghl, Ian Easson for his five 

hours, Clnd Trevor [lIio~ Ddvid Hyde and Gordon Parker 
ior iir.ll olos. George Ross has a iull ratin g, and Andrew 

Bettes h~. J 81 "ting. At our AGM cha irlll,]n Alan l3auld 
Jnd puhlic it )' uilicer Fred loynes stood uown. VVe thank 
them for their service'. 

Neil irving 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
SI;'vION Alliard ran our cross-country soaring week in 

May, ris ing to th e ehalll'rlgc oi ionhHld-mouth 
limitat ions. Hugh H.lrwood instructed for our .1b initio 
week with flying every day and good soarin g conditions 
(the poor old boy \\'.]5 exhausted!. Gordon Sh" pherd 
soloed (hurrah!). Alan M ,rrpole hJS onVl'rteri to th e K-8 

,mel has two BronLe Ic~s. \1>,10. were not overstretch ed lor 

our Ap ri l o!,cn clay but guod IOCd l <1dvertising shoulu 
uring larger crowds for our next event. Coli n Baines, 

Our publicit), guru, has been promoting our even ing fly
ing events. Demand hJS increJsed ~ i gn ilic..lntly over last 

year w ith the help of An dy Kaiser and an on-l inf' diMY 
to coordinate bookings. Cun ta ct us if you're interested 
in inining th!' fun on our task week (Aug 4-11). 

Kay Draper 

Shenington (Shenington) 
WE HAVE a new tug pilot in Christ ine Bl,lI, and lohn 

and Tess Whiting both gained Dianlonci height on a trip 
til C rdany,1. We h,we managed to stay open thruugh 

till' last two months in sp ite ot' foo t-and-mouth, il nd 
have h ~,d m.m y v isitor, froill neighbouring clubs. The 

,tarl o( our course season waS de layed by a fortnight. 
Ilut we art' nov\' .lc tivc Jnd busy mid·wcf.;:'k. \ IVC have. i.l 

SGA Soaring course:' on site lu ll' 30 - Augusl 3, dml a 

task week planned fur August 13 - 17. \IVe'v<:' had a visit 

Ex-chair of Shalbourne SIeve Ollner (left) gains his ring 
of confidence with Simon Adtard while eFt Liz Sparrow 
(standing by glider) keeps an eye on proceedings 

from the British IlIledical Pilots Association and our next 

events art' the Reagle Pup Club fly -in , June 30 - lull' 1, 
and Mdr), Me,'gher's Americ,ln IlBQ on July 7. Visitors 

are welcome to join us: see www.Rlirlin/-:-c!ub.ceJ.uk 
Tess Whiting 

Shropshire Soaring Group (Sleap) 
WE I-lAVE had two so.rring weeks, one in May ,lnd ont' 
in June, with ('xc<,llent w (';]ther and the occasional sniff 

of wdve. Ala.s, \Vt' sti ll CJnnol So cross· oU lltry. \Vc h i'I\1'; 

been pleased to we!come sewrd l pilot from the Mynd 
taking rduge at Sicap. ,',Iistair ' ilsun has obta,ned his 

assistant instructor rating; congratubtiol1s from every
one in the group. A li slil ir is the only student who h,]5 

tra ined !rolll scratch at Sleap. His interest 

was sparked by one 01 our gliuc rs landing on his 
grand fJther's farm. Thanks to encouragement and 

serious h<:>lp from some of our members, dftcr training 
he progressed to improve his perform,1 nce in the Junior 

Nation.lls. After rcce ntl y gr,)du<lting he has started a iob 
down South but intends to continuc to il y at Sl ea p, 
Colin Ratcl iffe is stretching hi s new Ventus winl\s. Laura 

Scot[ i, back wit h us after an extemJeu period awa)'. 
Keith Field 

South London Gliding Centre (Kenley) 
SUMMER dt lastr The weather has rel ented, and we ,1fe 

at ''''lSt getting some flying done. The tr ip to Jaea was a 
SUCCes~, Lhose \:\'ho went en joy ing som<:.' ~pt:\ctacu l (lr 
gli ding, with our CFI, Petc'r Poole, earn ing Diamond 

height. Congratulations! We considc'r ()urselves very 
lucky to havc' been unaffected by th e IvlAFF restrictions, 

and as a resuit have been able to mak" l\ood USE' 01 our 
Idtest ,lCqui,ition, J Falke motorg lider. TI;is has proved 

extremely popular both with club members and those 
having trial lessons. The annual visit to Hus 80S is 

p lanned for August. As dh-vays, visitors are welcome to 

ill' with us: see www.southlondonli lidingco.uk 
Alan Seear 

South Wales (Usk) 
OUR ME,\oIBERS h,lVe not allowed the foot -and-mouth 

ep idemic to destroy their spirit of cheerfulness Jnd have 
used various loca l pylon tasks and other attempts at 
compet ition in the ,]ir to keep en thusiasm ali ve. There 

are several ncw gliders on site - a Vega, a DG-200 and 
a turbo Vcntus. Recent achievements include Silver 

heights ior Steve Stokes and Simon L~'wis and a Gold 
height ior And rew lames. Congratul,]tions to Allan 

Donnelly on becoming an "ssistant instructor. 
MPW 

Southdown (Parham) 
OUR burs,lry scheme hilS brought another group o( live 
ly youngsters to P,Hham. VVith a return to dc'cent condi
tions, Kate Simmonds has so loed and Peter 

Montgonwry has a coup le o f Bronze I ~gs. Ton y 'vV"lker 
completed his Silver Badge; John Lee, 01 Culditz glider 

(arne, soarc'd his Olympia for more than sevc'n hours 
altef a hearty lunch. The p,](tial lifti ng oi 10ol-~lOd

mouth restrictions enabled the East Sussex club to fl y 
the kitchen sink trophy to our doorstep at the f irst 
upportun ity, t\ nameless \'oluntt~er l:tttempted to return 

the prize in double-quick time on the same day but , 
al<ls, he t ~rmlndted his enlk(1Vuur~ in d meadow nf'3r 

Edburton. The pilot was thankfully uniniured but that 

was ent irely due to th e forc ible restraining ol the CFI. 

Peter J Holloway 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
PLENTY of soaring opportuni ties around Seighforu h,wl' 
res ulted in most members bei ng ab le to stay in practice. 

Congratu lations to Daniel WelLh who achieved a 171h 
birthday solo. Gr,]h ,]m Bowes and Br ia n PeJrson have 
now cornpletf'd their assistdnt ratings, with Lara Davies 

now a BI (gulp!). Ian Taylor should soon complete his BI 
r,]ting. Tha nks go to Bob Fraser and all who h,wl' helped 

in the air experiencc ('venings. There ,,,e a 
number of flying weeks scheduled for the summer, wi th 

an open weekend on September 8-9. VVe are hopelul 
that loot-and-mouth w ill not unduly afiect the annual 

expediti on 10 Milfield. Organised by Paul Cooper, this is 

usually ver), enioyabl e, with the chance oi good wave. 
Paul (Barney) Crump 	 ~ 

n t ~ : ~g - ]~ 1200 ~ 0 
U )to 40 t?~ 

FlightMap 
FlightMap PC software provides the facilities you need for 
task preparation, flight analysis and logbook maintenance. 

:l 	 Use the mouse to quickly modify your pre 
prepared task for conditions on a particular day. 

ORe-live your flights by replay over a raster map 
backdrop. Examine the most interesting moments 
by using the pause and Single step features. 

o 	 Keep a comprehensive logbook with automatic 
generation of page-by-page and annual statistics, 

For further details visit: 

www.flightmap.co.uk 

Illustration shows the presentation of thermal analysis results. 
Maps are copyright © Bartholomew Digital Data (1998-2001) 
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FOR 

Flying with 8unglasse8 on? 
Do you need reading gla888s? 
Can you read your map clearty? 
Can you see your Instruments clearty? 

.MaUUt eautcu. 
You'll find all you want to know 

about repairs and maintenance at 

WWW.SVSp.co.uk 
phone or fax 01452 741463 
544107 Mobile 07860 

Passage Road, Arli Glos Gl2 7JR 
Email: 

Oxfordshire Sportflying Club 
The Premier 

Motor-gliding School 
* Intensive Courses, or by the hour for 

Self Launching Motor Glider PPL 

* Bronze C Cross Country Endorsement and 
field landing checks 

* BGA SLMG tnstructor Courses 

* Ab Inillo trainlhg 

* Trlallessons 

* Lessons from £57 
per hour 

* AfT Examination Centre 

For delails call on 01608 6n208 
Open seven days a week 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 

Great Fun Great Value 

Easy Rig 35:1@50knots 

01432 851886 
www.russiasailplanes.co.uk 
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Club news Obituary 
~ Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 

lIT LAST we're back in business after the long en forced 
lay-ofi. Cnurses and tri al lesson evenings arc reinstated 

(bookings vi a Karin Ilu isemann/jo O' llr ien respectively). 
Phil Pickett is course instructor w ith w inch-dr ivers 
Martin Greenwood, Ba rry Monslaw and M ,uk Pedwc ll. 

TheT-1 1 is on line th,lnks to Ocr k Ph illips and other 
volunteers. Congr,lIulat iolls to lames Ward , ,.1 sponsored 

junior nwmber, n n fi rst solos fo llowi ng rapi d progress 

<mel to Mark Laver, J uni versity membt'r, on so lo ing. 

(; r;lham Garner has been awarded J CAA Sa iety Award 

ior his decisive and prompt action when a ball a.st weight 
pivoted iree irom a s 'curing bolt Isee also p61). The 

largest contingent ever spent a superh week at Su tton 
Rank in May w ith ,1 record amoun t oi ily ing far thi s 
,lnnual migration. Yorkshire GC hosp itality was, as 

usu" l, excellen t - our thanks to il l l invol ved. Fina lly, our 
wcbsit(l is at w\Jv",f,gbutler.dcmon. co. ukJsoagc 
Harry Williams 

Surrey & Hants (Lasham) 
W ITH THE arri va l (at last) oi some better weather, the 
graph oi hours nnwn by the d ub fl eet hilS shot up so 

sharply you could ridge-soar i t; group one gliders have 
been work ing particularl y hMd, w ith members using 
them on Lctsham's Solo- to-B ron zp and Bronze- to-Silver 

cou rseS . W ith Ih cross-country han newly re laxed, 

we are looki ng forwMd to the Discuses and the V"ntlL< 
dlso spending more time ou t oi their trai lers. Sunday, 

lune 3 produced sOme exce ll ent il yi ng, w ith completed 
Si lV(' r Badges ior Gerry English and Terr Flail , w ho 
bagged til<' ii ve hours he's been stalk ing for some time. 
i\ iew days ea rli er Pierre H -nny got Silver duration 

and height in one ili ght ; and Ed Foxon compiC't0!d h is 
Gold , getting the he ight ga in on the Lasham expedition 

to Spai n. Ii you're thinking o i dropping in, Lasham has a 
new, ded icated airiicld irequency oi 131 .025 MHz. 

Graham Prophet 

The Soaring Centre (Hus Bos) 
CO,'JG RATULATIOI"S to Jason Sa nderson, John f';jrker, 

john Sheeh,]n and lohn Ilughes on ;;oloing, and to 
David Cook w ho elid fi ve hours, completi ng Sil ver. Roy 

Spreck ley and jonathan Wa lker w re elected as new 
comm ittee members at our April AG/Y,- A major new 

extension to the clubhouse has been approved; wo rk 
will commence on th is shorlly. W e have ii ve newly

qua li fied instructors - Rocy Elli s, Ri ck Fri E'nd, Phil Tiller. 
jim Hathaway and D~vicl Cooke. We \Vi ii ho ld our 

an nual Task W"ek on August 11 - 1q - " II are we lcome! 
Siobhan Hindley 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey) 
,'I NDREVV Turk has i ivc hours "ntl completed hIS Sil ver. 

Hob Kmita ran a il y ing week ior us and ordered wave ior 
the Wednesday, quite a nove lt y iur us Lincolnshire il at
landers. Bob and lohn Will iams both made good usc of 

il w ith ilights to a,500ft ,lOci 15,0001t respectively. The 
,~,tir has been given the go-a heild for repair and mean

whi le we are using one ,i our K-1 Js for solo 
fly ing. SWVL' \,Vi lkinson tJkes uver a:-, <1 i rtech irom Tony 

Smilh; our thanks to Tony ior h is cons iderable eiiorts. 

lohn Kitchen 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
ON MAY 11 we r",umed fl y ing aiter ,] vo luntary three
month foot-and-mouth stand-do\Vn in the iacC' of more 

stringent regulatio ns th,]t you have faced in most of 
ma inland Britain. It carn r..'Ci us Brownie points w ith 

farmin g neighbour~. So we hope for an act ive and 
rewa rdin g season to make good the loss oi fl ying and 
revenue. During the hia lus our second K-l '~ (lrri\{ d irom 
Cermany, an acquisition agreed before the ·105ure. It 

\a )', much for Ron Laps ley's long stewardship oi our 
iinances th at we were able simu lt,lneously to ex p,lIld 

the club fl eet and weather a c.lose-down w i thout 
incurring debt o r lacing a crisis. The re.cent qU<llifi cation 

as instructors oi Brian Irwin, Ja\' Nethercol t ;md!'hil 
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Hazlehurst gives us the personnel strength to pack the 
training hours in dnd ea rn the revenue fleet C::lxpansion 
demands, if the wea th er gods hear our pleas. John 

Lavery and the undersigned lVer bo th lengthil y 
hospitali sed in April-May but were dischMged in time to 
hope for a d >centl y thermic late spring ,)nd summer. 
Bob Rodwell 

Weiland (Lyveden) 
IT'S DAY two oi our washed-out open weekend, though 

w.' did manage to att ract two new members and ill' 
"bout 20 peopl E' elespi te the weather. We also have 
three new cadets. Congratulati ons 10 Chris Curt is on hi s 
<lssistant instructor r'-'t ing. Cood luck to Phil Edg,lr, ofi to 

South r\iri ca to obtai n his ( PL. Former member Adam 
Aston is !("(tin ing under BA sponsorship, so with Ho\·vard 
l3a rnard 's CPL we may transiorm into the 74 7 c lub 

' 
Jane Cooper 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
TV AN D radio are recording our dawn-till-du sk flyi ng 

d J)1 on June 23, wi th flying literally commenci ng at 
d<lwn <l ncl go ing on unti l the light fades. INC' should 

complete l aOs of launches, and attract many v isitors to 
the club. The two-seater comp starts on Au gust 19 for a 
week. Thi s yea r promi ses to be excellent, particularl y as 
cross-country restr ictions are presently relaxed at Wo le.!>. 
Ged McCann 

Wrekin (Cosford) 
WAVE OVER the site clurin g May gave Trev Barn es a 
c limb to 8,000ft and Mi ck Dav is and Rob Russon a 
' Iimb to 11 ,OOOit. Simon Blacker and iles Fowler have 

gonp so lo. Rob Kerslake has completed his Bronze and 
Sil ver durati on. Members manned a sta nd dt Cosiord 

air show w hich gave Ihe dub some good PR ba.cked up 

with a dramatic Jerobati( display fl ight hI' Chri s Heames 
that It'it the crowd gasping! 

Sheila Russon 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
THE db i n it io course, have had a lo t oi fl y ing, wi th 
some iirst solos . Wern Stroud dnd Cav in D · ane ar Bls. 

Pund its are keeping their sk il ls honed whil e remaining 
loca l. As thi s is being wri tten, cross-count ry ilying i5 still 

r rohib ited frorn Upavon, hut we hope to be ahle to liit 

th " club ban soon. The n('w Skylaunch has arrived and 
as soon as th e LPG installation is on line we w ill be able 
to use it. V\le are look ing fon-vard to our Longest n ay 
party, w hich we arc hold ing w ith B<l nncrcJown. 
Gavin Deane 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
AT TH E end of M ay on a superb soa rin g day, wi nch ing 
stopped before it sta rted w hen an observ<lIlt winch driver 

sr otted a blackhird 's nest with (our noisy chicks in the 
drum mech" nism. The win~h remained unused till the 

uninvited oc<;upants leit. The on ly DC-l 000 prototype 
was at Rufiorth cclrlier in the YCJf LInd was (1 own by 
r i lots irom il round the country, w ith Bob M cLean and 
Wolk" H eide irom DC. Well done to Russell r lardcast l(" 
Chri s Sturdy and Dave Wakefield on assistant instructor 

rati ngs. The club w ill have a il y- in and b,]rbecue plus 
hangar bash on Ilug 1 a to cC' lcbratc its 40th anni versa ry. 

Tickets are li mited to 200, SO contJct us ear ly if ~ 'OU are 

interested . The giant model show is on August 15-17. 
Mike Cohler 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
BUSINE 'S as usual conti nues during foot-and-Illou th, 
with ,1 great \vpek \-vhen Stratford camp up lor the week 

- over 1 SOhrs flown by the gang. Class ic quotes include: 
" I had to have a day off - the weat her has been so good 

I'm too l'xhaustcd to il l' agai n today!" Congra tul ations 10 

I" ick Bamiort h on going solo and John May on his old 
h(l ight. Another good time was h,ld by Ihe Vi ntage CC 
",vith wc!)tc:' rl ies all \<\Ieek. 
Marian Stanley 

Susan Hill - Southdown 
CLUB members, famil y and 
fri ends packed the church at 
We'st Chi ltinoton to pill' th eir 
last respects to Sue Hill 
(1954-2 001 ), who was killed 
fl y ing her Ventus 2 in 
Australia last winter. Sue had 

a record of servi ce hath to the club and in th e 
communi ty a~ a Samaritan. She jo ined us in 
December 1984 and .liter soloing progressed to 
an ass istant instructor rating and beca me a keen 
cross-country pil ot. She ga ined a PPL ,l nd also 
fl ew the motorglider at Parham. Her winter flying 
from Benalla included s-verdl fli ghts more than 
800km and, elsewhere, she ador d Alpine ilying. 
As <In accountant and computer analyst, she was 
superbl y qualified to act as club treasurer. She 
held thi s post for some years and also organi sed 
the Friday trial lesson days. Th at she managed to 
do all this with so little fu ss or desire for public 
recognition is an indication of the modest person 
she was. O ur loss is grea t, but our thoughts go 
also to her partner, Bri an Bat son, and all her 
f<lmil)'. We shall miss her kindess, competence 
and experience and, most of all , her fri endship. 
Peter Holloway 

BGA Badges 
Diamond distance 
1-855 Robert Woodhams Portsmouth N(Benalfa) 01 /02101 

Diamond goal 
2-2779 Michael Benson Essex & SuHotk 22108100 
2-2780 Robert John Brislol & Glos (Benatta) 03102101 
2-2781 Robert Woodhams Portsmouth N (Benalfa) 11 /01101 

Diamond hetght 
3- I 529 Trevor Mitts London (Cerdanya) 10104101 
3-1530 Jonathan Smilh Wolds 14104101 
3-1531 Jol1n Wl1ile London (Cerdanya) 30103101 
3-1532 Peter Poote Surrey Hills (Jaca) 11 /04/01 

GOLD BADGE 
2164 Derek Hayward Lasham (Mafikeng) 07/01 /01 
2165 Ralph Johnson Southdown (Cerdanya) 23104/01 
2166 Robert Woodhams Portsmouth N (Benalfa) 11101101 
2167 John Ferguson Scottish GC 15104101 
2168 Geddes Chalmers Higl1tand (Lake Keepil) 23102101 
2169 Michael Benson Essex & SuHotk 05/04101 
2170 John While London (Cerdanya) 30103/01 

Gold height 
Derek Hayward Lasham (M8fikeng) 07/01101 
Trevor Mitts London (Cerdanya) 10104/01 
Ralph Jollnson Soullldown (Cerdanya) 23104101 
Francis Broom Sheninglon 11 /04/01 
Micl1ael Siapte London (Cerdanya) 09/04/01 
Anna Sheldon Wolds 15/04/01 
Roger Taile Deeside 14/04/01 
John Ferguson Scottisl1 GC 15/04/01 
Micl1aet Benson Essex & SuHolk 05104/01 
John White London (Cerdanya) 30103101 

Gold distance 
Micl1ael Benson Essex & SuHolk 22108100 
Cl1arles Cooper Mangalore, Australia 1011 2100 
Robert John Brislot & Gtos (Benal/a) 03102101 
Robert Woodhams Portsmoulh N (Benal/a) 11 /01 /01 
Geddes Cl1atmers Highland (Lake Keepil) 23102101 

SILVER BADGE 
10869 Graham Burton StaHordsl1lre 16104/01 
10870 David Cooke The Soaring Cenlre 20/04101 
10871 Eric Hibbard Essex & SuHolk 21/07/01 
10872 Chris Holland Cambridge 04/05101 
10873 John Fletcher Southdown 05/05/01 
10874 William Orson Sl1albourne 03109101 
10875 Nathan Hanney Dorset 20104/01 
10876 Andrew Turk Trent Valley 21104/0t 

UK CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA 
Ptl Peter O'Connett Lasham 30107/00 
Pt1 Gordon Howartl1 Chillerns 30107100 

AEROBATICS 
Mark Rogers Sports Known 24.5.2001 
Karen Denyer Sports Known 25 .5.2001 
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Safety 

------------------~ 

The one you don't see . •• 

I
T HAD been a particularly good fur-ball, 


the Brits vs the Yanks. [n the debrief, an 

English pilot enquired of an American 

F-1S pi lot why he had mysteriously 
disengaged at one point, for no apparent 
reason, and ran out of the fight. The reply 
was: "Sir, [ had lost S!\". 

What did the fighter pilot mean! He was 
referring to Situational Awareness, or his 
mental air picture of who was where ilnd 
what was happening. Once this has broken 
down, invariably you lose the fight and get 
shot at - or thene is even a risk of collision. 
It's a concept that applies equally well 
when thermalling ... 

How could the summer weather be 
\NOrse? At last, a good day dawned clear 
and bright; the sort of day where cumulus 
were forming early with a sh<lrp·edged 
outline against a bright blue sky. You could 
see for miles. 

A Phoebus pilot launched by aerotow on 
a familiilrisation flight and found himself 
climbing in strong lift. By now, the clouds 
had organised themselves into excellent 
streets. In what seemed to be no time at all, 
Phoebus and pilot were <It cloudbase, so 
the pilot ventured upwind along the street 
at 3,000ft, staying cleM of c loud, eXI)loring 
the handling chzlracteristics. Two launches 
later a K·8 pilot was able to pull off tow 
early under the same street; soon this too 
was climbing rapidly in the lift marked by 
the Phoebus. The K-H pilot kept a good 
lookout, but lost sight of the Phoebus. 
Three turns later when the Phoebus had 
still not reappeared, the pilot decided to 
continue in the strong lift thinking that the 
same course of action vvould be predictable. 
It was such good lift it became the usual 
magnet! A Dart appeared lower down and 
the K-S pilot started keeping track of this 
whilst still searching for the missing 
Phoebus, presum ing it had gone elsewhere. 
This predictJble course of action assumed 
that the Phoebus h<ld seen th e K-S. [ndeed, 
the Phoebus pi lot was aware of the K-S, 
but when he left on his meJnderings it had 
seemed so much lower down that it would 
not be a threat. What he had not been 
expecting was the K-8 to climb like a cork! 

As the Phoebus made its way back along 
the street, the pilot'S attention was caught 
by something in the far corner of his left 
eye; he w<is suddenly presented with the 
rapidly-climbing K-H closing fast from 
below. At that very moment, the K·H pilot 
was looking down at the Dart, and the 
Phoebus pilot was amazed to be' presented 
very closely with another cockpit right 
below his, turning towards him. It was so 
vivid the clear sight of the top of a soaring 
hat stuck in his mind. Without hesitation he 
turned away hard: for a moment, it seemed 
like he had missed ... 
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The bang of the resulting collision was 
deafening. This was no gentle nudge: 9ft of 
the port wing was removed from the 
Phoebus, leaving just a 1 ft section of 
aileron. The K-8 lost 8ft of the leading edge 
of its port wing near the middle right back 
to the mainspar. The gliders separated and 
both start.ed spinning. 

In any case of mid-air collision or 
structural failure resulting in complete loss 
of control, cln early decision to abandon 
before airspeed and g forces rise is 
invariably sensible. The first thought of the 
K-S pilot was: "I don't feel like dying!" 
- but neither IJilol could jump. They 
weren't wearing parachutes. Faced with the 
unenviable prospect of nO other course of 
aCtion, they trit'd to regain control - both 
commented that previOUS thorough training 
by instructors proved invaluable. As the 
K-8 pilot put it: "When I subconSCiously 
asked myself what I had to do, the answers 
just came one at a time <.IS I needed them". 

The Phoebus pilot could not describe his 
gyration as either ,1 spin or spiral dive, but 
he managed a recovery. He found himself 
in a stable situation with full right rudder 
and right aileron, the stick being well 

'Neither pilot could jump. They 
weren't wearing parachutes' 

forw,lrd. [t was a slow arc in a deep 
sideslip at approximately SOkt. The only 
option was to attumpt a field landing. 
Looking at a large set-aside field he 
became aware that the airbrakes had been 
open since the collision. As he attempted 
to make a correction to his flight path he 
was thrown around violently so ~ wisely 
he returned to the known stable conditiOn, 
deciding to keep the wheel up and making 
minimal corrections during the descc'nt. 
He said at this point that he would have 
definitely preferred to abandon! 

During the fast landing he m<lde what he 
could of a roundo~Jt in long crop, which 
ended in a groundloop. When all fell sil ent 
his first thought was: "I'm alive!" 

The K-S pilot saw the Phoebus falling 
away inverted: there was debris from the 
wing and the complete wingtip of th e 
Phoebus fa II i ng away too. A spi n recovery 
regained control of the glider. Straight flight 
was possible with two-thirds right aileron 
and a large amount of rudder, maintaining 
high speed to increase control effective
ness. Conveniently, control was regained 
with the glider facing towards the airfield 
~ but too high to carry out a straight in 
approach. The pilot could see the s-C'vere 
damage to the leading edge and sensibly 
decided not to usc airbrake, to avoid 
increasing the stress on a damaged wing. 
In the circuit, right-hand turns were going 

to prove difficult with most of the control 
deflection already in use; similarly, left
hand turns could result in loss of control 
close to the ground if the wing could not 
be picked up. The safest option was a 
straight-in landing, but this only proved to 
be possible in a ploughed field next to the 
strip. Once safely on the ground the pilot 
wanted to do nothing other thzlIl get out 
of the glider as fast as possible, shaking 
thoroughly from heael to ioot. 

There can never be too much emphasi5 
during training on the importance of a 
good luokout. All instructors are pedantic 
in this respect. Anything which improves 
lookout can only be useful; nea rly all 
single-seaters are equipped with an audio 
vario: surely it must now be time to equip 
two·se(lters with these as well, and pilots 
instructed in their use at an early stage. 
They are hardly expensive and must be 
within the means of even the smallest club. 
Sadly, the number of collisions during 
thermalling has incre,lsed in recent yearS, 
with severJI fatalities. Therillalling without 
a parachute is no longer a sensible option 
in this case no expense can be worth the 
loss of a life. 

Lookout, however, is not enough. The 
maintenance of a mental air picture of 
those around you is vital. If another glider 
ever becomes out of sight in a blind spot, 
this picture will help prediction of when it 
will reappear. If this does not happen, 
something must have changed and every 
effort must be made to regain sight of the 
lost glider and account for it. Until this is 
done, and the picture modified, you are a 
potential hazard to yourself and others. 
During club flying it is wise to avoid 
thermal ling in another glider's blind spot; ;) 
friendly wave anci sensible use of the radio ' 
help to maintain the other pilot'S picture 
too. Thermalling in competitiOns tencls to 
become a bit more of a scrap, but there is 
still no excuse for consistently flying in 
another glider's blind spot such th<lt they 
can never become aware of you. 

It is nE; ver safe to assume the other pilot 
has seen you, or that his picture is the 
same. Therefore, intentionally going helly 
up - and unsightcd - particularly when 
pulling into ,~ thermal, is never wise. 
Once you ar", unsighted in this fashion, 
you are assuming the other pilot will 
maintLlin his flight path. If he hasn't seen 
you, and tightens his turn at that point. .. 

The mental air picture is, of course, 
complementary to lookout. (It won't save 
you from seeing the Cessna 'puddle 
jumper' blundering through unannounced, 
probably with his head in the cockpit, 
staring at the Gf'S.) Returning to another 
old fighter pilot saying: "It's the one you 
don't see that gets youl" Martin Durham 
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IT WAS a very crisp ilnd sunny day back in 
January 2000; my club was using a restricted 
fleet due to a lack of ground support on the 
day, for it was very cold. 

I was 20 vears old and held about 2 hours 
of solo flyin'g. I had gone solo in 28 
launches (or I had done a few hours with 
my father in his motorglider; in fact the 
instructors say it took that long to get rid of 
my bad habits! 

I had progressed onto the K-8 but my 
experience was low. I was on d,lily checks. 

On the day in question I had a check 
flight in a K- 13 with the duty instructor. All 
wcnt to plan. On landing, he cleared me 
for solo and briefed me prior to the fl ight. 

This is where my stature comes in: 
I weigh around eight and a half stone wet 
through, so to solo a K-13 I require full 
ballast and a parachute to bring the aircraft 
into placard limits. My instructor suggested 
that, before I soloed, he would take the 
ballasted aircraft for a flight. I cou ld sit in 

'All went quiet; floor debris 
joined me" Something hit me on 

the chin - was it a bolt?' 

the back. Great - a tree flight! We put the 
ballast in and off we went to do mild 
aerobatics and spins. I'm onc of the 
fortunate pilots who loves aerobatics. 

Then we prcpared the K-13 for my solo. 
The lead ballast is fixed to th ' cockpit floor 
cross ways, attached to the aircraft using 
winged bolts, one in each floor panel. Both 
the instructor and I checked for security 
and ali appeared to be correct. We then 
secured and inspected the rear cockpit for 
solo fl ight. Satisfied, I put on the parachute 
and climbed into the front cockpit. Both the 
instructor and nw father, who was there at 
the time, re-che~ked harnesses, ballast, etc. 
for security. Then I continued with my pre
ilight checks. 

The launch itself was uncventful: you do 
get use to the sharp snatch Clnci acceleration 
modern winches give. Towards the top of 
the launch I tried to check the attitude prior 
to release: I found resistance. My stomach 
sank; speed started to build up very quickly; 
Jnd my heart was pounding. 

I pulled the release with a bang but the 
glider continued nose up. The stick wou ld 
not budge; it W,lS sti II back. 

All went quiet, floor debris joinedllle. 
Something hit me on the chin - was it a bolt? 
I was now looking at the ground. Speed 
began to build up. A bolt from where? ~ 
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Accident/incident summaries 
by Dave Wright 

AIRCRAFT DATE PtLOT(S) 
Rei Type BGA No Damage Time Ptace Age tnjury P1 Hours 
23 Swallow 2014 Write off 06-Jan-Ol Denbigh 32 Minor 23 
(Revised report) 1420 
During his first flight on type the winch launch power dropped off about halfway up then. afler lowering the nose and preparing to 
pull off. the power returned. At the top of launch the glider pitched violently vert ically down. During the recovery there was a loud 
bang as the centre fairing broke off and so the pilot landed straight ahead. 

24 Supermunk Tug Minor 10-Feb-Ol Husbands 53 None 403 
G-BCOY 1102 Bosworth 

At 800N on the aerotow. afler a crosswind take-off. the glider released due to turbulence. The tug returned to the airtield but 
was seen to veer lett then take-off again. The left wing clipped a tree but the aircralt continued to climb away before making a 
second, safe, landing on a more into-wind strip. 

25 K-5CR None --Feb-Ol Incident 44 None 85 
The pilol \','85 practising solo stalls and spins and had salely recovered from several stalls and a spin to the lett. Then, in a spin 
to the right. found he could not apply full left rudder as it was sluck to the right. The glider stopped rotating and he was able to 
get some rudder control and landed safely. The rudder pedal pad U·bolts had failed. 

26 K-21 2871 Minor 03-Mar-Ol Dunstable 57 None 1260 
1630-- None 0 

The early solo pilot was expecting a simulated winch launch cable break exercise. When he heard a ~ bang" transmitted up the 
cable he thought PI had released, so pushed the nose down sharply. P1 released the still-attached cable but Ihe chule rose and 
the strop hit the glider's right wing and tailptane. He Ihen landed the glider safely. 

27 K-7 3344 Minor 03-Mar-Ol Gamston 49 None 
1102 

After a Winch lailure at 20ft the pilol mistakenly opened the airbrakes instead of pulling the release. The result was a heavy, 
bounced landing. After inspection, the glider flew an uneventful circuit. While checking the controls tor another flight a control 
restriction was felt , The skid attachment frame was found to be bent onto the elevator rod. 

28 Janus B 2359 Minor 10-Mar-Ol Gamston 32 None 450 
1346 41 None 

This was a Iraining flight I'Ilih P2's altimeter covered up. Alter a poor launch to 700lt P2 slaned the circuit and became ralher 
low so PI prompted to "stay close in". It started to rain on the downwind leg and P2 overshot the final turn. PI took control and 
lined up to land bul. with poor visibility dropped a wing, causing a ground loop. 

29 BOCian 10 3345 Minor 14-Jan-Ol The Park None 3530 
1330 58 None 172 

At about 40011 on the winch launch the rear canopy catch came undone. PI (in the tronl seal) heard a bang but continued with 
what appeared 10 be a normal launch . Aller release. P2 shouled thai his canopy had detached. PI flew a normal cirCUIt and 
landing. The catch was known to be suspect when worn. 

30 Vega 2457 Minor 24-Feb-Ol Crowland 22 None 219 
A flapped Vega was being flown in a competition finish at below VNE and in smooth conditions. As he pulled up the elevator 
developed severe flutter and a major structural failure caused the glider to rise vertically allow level. Aller a stalled loop the pilot 
only just managed to land. Inspection showed a faulty previous repair. 

31 SZD Junior 4138 Minor 19-Feb-Ol Portmoak 44 None 37 
1400 

The pilot. who had not flown recently, set up a normal circuit and approach then tried to ease the airbrakes closed a little to 
improve the flare. However. he mistakenly opened them. He then opened them further and the glider hillhe ground heavily in a 
nose-down attitude, damaging the fuselage. and bounced back into the air. 

32 SZD Junior 4138 None 13-Feb-Ol Portmoak 42 Minor 15 
1400 

Alter a short soanng lIighllhe pilot returned to the airtield and set up a normal approach 10 Ihe strip. which In the wind direction 
present was known to be affecled by wind all a local hill. On finals he encounlered a slrong downdraught and Ihe glider 
deceleraled then dropped heavily into Ihe ground. despite closing Ihe airbrakes. 

33 Puchacz 3589 Minor 28-Mar-Ol Husbands 53 None 1780 
1737 Bosworth 19 None 0 

Alter the last flight of the day the Inslructor landed long to reduce Ihe retrieve. As the speed decayed he changed direction about 
20r

• to remain on the perimeter track and, as the glider came to rest. the right wing went down and struck a 2ft metal ' Flying 
bewareR sign and was damaged. 

34 Astir 4702 Minor 30-Dec-00 Parham 69 None 26 
1502 

In light wind conditions Ihe pilot was unsure if she could stop before two landed gliders so decided to land on the aerolow strip. 
But. too low to make this, she had to land in the opposite direction. which was into a bright. 10'.\1 sun. Travelling too fast and \'Jilh 
the pilot unable to see, Ihe glider bounced up the slrip and finally landed on marker cones al the far end . 

35 Super G-UDA Substantial 18-Apr·Ol Bidtord 39 None 800 
Dimona 1145 15 None 

While flying a trial lesson from the right-hand seat of the motorglfder the instructor made an approach with a small amount 01 air
brake and the engine at idle. During the lIare he tried to make a small closing adjustment to the airbrakes but apparently pushed 
Ihe stick forward (wllh his left "airbrake hand") and drove Ihe aircraft into Ihe ground. 

36 SZD Junior -- None --·Apr-Ol Incident 16 None 17 
After a briefing the low-hours pilot attempted a Gold height wave flight. He tailed to appreciale the wind speeds at altitude and. 
losing Sight of known teatures, drifled downwind (unknOWingly Into controlled airspace) and then had to make a field landing as 
the wave gaps closed up. Fortunately. the glider was undamaged. 

37 SZD Junior 4138 Minor 31-Mar·Ol Portmoak 34 None 
1554 

After a brieting the early solo pilot was launched by winch and encountered wind shear generated by a nearby hill. At 300ft the 
weak link broke and he chose to land ahead in Ihe lee of a band of trees. He opened the airbrakes then. allreetop height, Ihe 
glider lost speed. he failed to close Ihe brakes. and made a heavy landing on the main wheel. 

38 SZD Junior 4554 Wrileoll 01-Apr-Ol Long Stratton 74 Fatal 257 
1500 

FATAL ACCIDENT: The single seal glider was seen to enter a spiral dive when lIying downwind of the airtield. It impacted the 
ground in a vertical right hand bank at high speed. killing the pilot. The accident is subject 10 a BGA fatal accidenl investigation ]> 
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5534 Independence Rd . 

Boulder. CO 8030t 
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What a fine up! Chris Rollings, Tom Knauff and Karl Striedieck 
are offering soaring Courses this winter. 

Soaring and {ross-Country Master (lasses and Instructor 
Training will be provided in Florida this winter at Winter Haven 
by Mile High Gliding Inc. Availability of cou rse') 'Nill be from 
November 2001 through February 2002. The Soaring and Cross
Country courses will be each of seven days duration and will include 
ground school, dual instruction In a Duo-Discus glider and, if condi 
tions permit, escorted 5010 cross-countries in one of our Genesis II 's. 
Details of the inslrudor traming program are available on our 'Neb 
site; Ihe intention is to have courses su itable for bOlh British and 
American pilots. 

The courses will be under the dirE'C tion of Chris Rollings (Ex·BGA 
Senior National Coach and five time UK Soaring Champion). Each 
soaring course will also feature at least one- guest instructor of inter
national reputation; guest instructors on the Soaring and Cross 
Country courses will include Tom Knauff and Karl Striedieck. 

For more Jnformarion, yisit our web site 
www.milehighgliding.com phone 103. 527 1122, 


e·mail info@milehighgliding.com 

or write Mile High Gliding Inc. 


5514 Independence Road. Boulder, Co. 80101 . USA. 


Sailplane & Gliding 

>- I looked down and saw that the ballast 
weight had pivoted around the now single 
attaching bolt and had gone behind the 
control column. As I started to enter a 
second loop. I gave the ballast weight a 
mighty kick with all my strength. The 
control came free. 

I now had excess ive yaw. "V\/hat's 
happened?" I thought. I was Shaking and 

took a second to compose myself, for I now 
had some control - albeit fl y ing sideways! 

Looking down and lifting my left foot 
I noticed the ballast had now pivoted 
around and under the left rudder pedal. 
This, I found, h<1d jammed, but I had still 
got height, so I slackened off my harness to 
lean forwilrd and attempt to slacken the 
remaining fixing screw; this was tight due 
to my super-powered kick, which had 
turned the ball ast and bolt tighter. 

After several attem~ts I managed to 
slacken the screw, move the ballast, and 
rega in full control. Holding the bill last 
clear of the controls I made a successful 
approach and landing. It was strange that I 

did not panic while all this was going on. It 
was only afterwards the enormity of what 
happened sunk in. 

I was offered another flight straightaway 
but I declined. I fl ew a week later but it 's 
going to take a long while before I can 
become fuily confident on a winch launch. 

I must stress that if it were not for the 
superb training I have had at Stratford upon 
Avon GC th ere could have been a different 
outcome to the situation. 

As for the ballast bolts, a worn thread 
was the root cause. The bolt sc rewed in 
OK, but with one sharp knock it fell out. 

Graham Garner 

lonathan Mills, chairman of the BGA Flight 
Safety Committee, adds: It shows great 
presence of mind for this pilot with low 
experience that he worked the problem he 
faced and solved it in such a ca lm manner. 
When fixing ballast weights, also bear in 
mind not just flight loads, but the likely 
effect of the he,J\ly ballast's momentum in 
a crash brea king free and causing injury 

Accident/incident summaries, continued from page 61 

AIRCRAFT DATE PILOT(S) 
Ref Type BGA No Damage Time Place Age Injury P1 Hours 

39 Skylark 4 None ·-Apr-O l InCident 73 None 195 
As il had not being IIown for seven monthS the pilot made a careful 01 of the glider. After a normal aerotow he found he could 
not release . He lIew to Ihe left and waggled the wings to signal the tug. which lIew back to the airl ield before releasing the cable. 
The rope fell away onlo tarmland. Inspection revealed the cause was a stretched release cable. 

40 Skylark 2 2002 Minor 05-May-Ol Winfhorpe 60 None 50 
& K-13 t711 

This mid-air collision OCCurred after the Skylark pilot lost sight of the K-13. which was flying a higher. opposi te direclion circuit. 
Undershooling his reference point the Skylark pilot closed the brakes to reach the runway. As he made to land, the glider was hit 
from above by the K-13 . which was on a steeper; curved path and had not seen the Skylark. 

4t Astir CS 3701 Minor 02·May-Ol Cross Hayes 52 None 353 
1715 

At the end of the day the instructor look a launch to reposilion his glider near the trailer. He forgot to lower the undercarriage 
and landed with the wheel up. Contributory factors were lack 01 currency on retractable types and on this flighl he had not 
switched on the etectrics (for the non-soaring flight) and hence had no gear warning buzzer. 

42 Puchacz 3695 Substantial 12-May-Ql Currock Hill 16 None 1.83 
1940 

The very early solo pilot was allowed to fly solo and briefed to 'land on the standard landing area to ailow the glider to be 
returned to the hangar' . After a normal approach the glider bounced and weathercocked slightly towards Ihe Irailer park. The 
left wing hit a trailer and the glider turned into the trailers and suffered substantial damage. 

43 Astir csn 2460 Substantial 21-Apr-Ol Upwood None 58 
1401 

The supervised trainee winch driver apparently drove a slow launch and , al about 50fl. the pilot abandoned the launch and 
mistakenly opened full airbrake as he lowered the nose. This resulted in a high sink rate and he was unable to prevent a very 
heavy landing despile closing the brakes. 

44 Puchacz None ··Apr-Ol Incident 43 None 293 
42 None 12 

This was the instructo"s th ird lIigh tthat day wilh th is student. During the final approach in gusty conditions the student raised 
41he nose too sharply in the flare. P1 took over but was unable to prevent a heavy landing. 

45 Twin Acro 2 _. Minor --Mar-Ol Incident None 
The club member toCk Ihe automalic Range Rover to pick up pilots and relurn to the clubhouse. Stopping some yards from a 
parl<ed glider he Ihen found he could no l get the car into neutral because it was obstructed by equipment. Distracted, he allowed 
it to run forward over the glider's wing - then reversed back over il! 

46 Puchacz 3576 None 29-Apr-Ol Nr Aboyne 47 None 
1102 None 

At about 150h on Ihe aeroiow the rope detached Irom the tug. P2 selected a field ahead and then P 1 took over for the landing. 
The glider was pulled violently to the left as the trailing rope caught in some power lines. P1 managed to recOver from the result 
ing side-slip and made a sideways but safe. damage-free landing. 

47 Astir CS77 2300 Minor 07-May-Ol The Park None 32 
1430 

During the winch launch the pilol noticeo the canopy was not locked and secure. As the c limb was started it opened and was 
restrained in the fully open position by the hinges . At aboul 300ft the pilot abandoned the launoh and landed safely straighl ahead. 

48 K-13 2554 Substantial 12-May-Ol Nympsfield 44 None 258 
&Pawnee 1330 19 Minor 0 

This mid·air collision took place \ .. hen a dual K· 13 was thermalling at about 1 ,200ft near the airlield near two other gliders al 
about the same height. The Pawnee tug was descending in a gentle turn With the other gtiders in Sight. At the lasl minute 
the Pawnee pilot saw the third. pulled up but caught it with the rope, causing substanlial damage. Both landed OK. ~ 
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Cotswold Gliders 

http://wWW.cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre , wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality. 


All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim . 

Kestrel/Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive. 


Motor glider engine approval. Machining ,facilities for wing pins, axles, etc. Tig welding. 


If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the fol/owing 
Tel : Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993779380 


Email: office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

Mobile No. 07944 885117 


or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX29 6UN 


Cam ridge Gliding CI" at G flStlen LatIg; 

High Performance Fleet 

Seven days a week 

Winch and Aero Tow Launching 

CAA & BGA Motor Glider 

Individual Pre-Solo to 
Comp Level Courses 

Grallsden Lodge Airfield, Lollgstowe Road, Little Grallsdell, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3EB 
Call Jan Ivory Oil 01767677077 - Fax: 01767677616 - ell/ail: office@glide.co.llk 

Classifieds 
Please send the text of your advert, and your 

payment. to Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not 

to the editor). 


Please remember that, if you are emailing text, 

your advert may not appear unless we have 

received payment by the deadl ine 


The deadline for classifieds to be included in 

the October·November issue of S&G is 

September 7 after which any adverts received 

will b.e published in the following issue. 


Text: 80p/word , minimum twenty words (£16). 

Black and white photographs: £6 extra 

Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 


For Sale 

PIK 20B. Low hours, acrylic paint finish . Full panel 
inc. Borgelt B50 Flight Director, T&S, radio, cameras , 
barograph and Comp No. Fibreglass trailer/tow-out 
gear. View at Wolds G.C. Offers around £9 ,500, 
Holroyd 01482 326666 (W) 01482 665861 (El 

ASK21, £29,500, 1983, 3350 hours, refinished 1995. 
Good instruments with electronic VARCOM vario , 
Dittel radio, new twin axle aluminium trailer. Privately 
owned. Tel : 01908 562592 

DART 17R 35:1 periormance. Full year's CofA. All 
mods completed. Recently purchased Shirenewton 
Aluminium trailer. New parachute and new canopy, 
GPS panel fitted , electric vario. Radio and barograph. 
Ideal first cross country glider with big airbrakes and 
through to Gold periormance. £4,850. Tel: Steve 
01446773010 or Brian 01291621802 (work) 

DG300 In excellent condition with 1300hrs & 1700 
launches. Complete with one years CofA, winglets , 
std instruments, 720 radio , Garmin 89 & EW logger. 
Thomas parachute, one-man tow out kit, Schofield 
trailer. £22,5000no . Contact Mark Davies. Tel: 01476 
344603 

PIPER PAWNEE 235D One owner and exceedingly 
low hours airirame and engine since new. Excellent 
condition, tug or spray configuration, also Pawnee 235 
C. Enquiries Fax +44 (0) 1234219383 

DG 400 (4-199). 1987. 800 hours, 77 hours engine. 
Cobra trailer. 2 owners from new. Fully equipped (L 
Nav, Pilot 3, AH, etc). Excellent condition. £36K. 
01242680504 , jon .wand @tinyworld .co.uk. 

K13 recently recovered fuselage, good condition , two 
basic instrument panels. Current CofA. No trailer. 
£8,000. Tel : 01522 752233 for more details. 

DART 17R excellent condition, full panel, barograph, 
oxygen . First Class fitted trailer. Genuine 2 man rig. 
CofA from date of purchase. Sensible offers. Tel : 
01295780473 or 01869337138 (eves) 

15M GLASS FIBRE TRAILER Sound condition . 
£1,500. Based Long Mynd. Tel 01384 444253 
day/eves. 

K6E Comp No. 124. Very good condition, radio, elec
tric vario , trailer. Sacrifice £4,500. Tel: 01787237241 

GROB 109A 1981 . 1096 hours n . CofA to 12/08/03, 
radio , GPS + locator. Connolly leather upholstery. 
Spare new propeller. Spare 1/2 canopy Tel : 01787 
237241 Fax: 01787237271 

TWIN ASTIR Good condition , Schofield trailer, towout, 
oxygen etc. As seen on TV - ftown by Toyah Wilcox! 
Social flying a139:1 periormance - £17,500 as a whole 
or syndicate at Shobdon. Leslie Kaye 02476 402449 
leslie @couchmansfarm.co.uk 

Air Pol SK-94 Parachute. £300. Barograph Still 
Boxed £200. 12 Volt battery charger £10 All as new. 
Tel : 01909531293 or 0777 4687635 

August - Septembe r 2001 63 

http:couchmansfarm.co.uk
mailto:jon.wand@tinyworld.co.uk
mailto:office@glide.co.llk
mailto:office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk
http:http://wWW.cotswoldgliders.co.uk


MOTORGLIOER BRASOV IS28. 420 TTSN , CofA 
2003, VP Prop, Retract Gear, Flaps, Spoilers, Spares, Lake Keepit Soaring Club from Ian McPhee, Australia 
Manuals, Covers. Splendid condition. Located Oxford. Our location on the border of the inland plains and BOOM MIC (450mm x 11 mOl \'lith strengthened base) inc pre 
£17,500. Tel: 01242 672494 amp. Over 450 sold worldwide. SA135 (39p,$Al) delivered to UK . 

best year round gliding. Our friendly club atmosphere 
the Great Dividing Range produces some of Australia's 

760 Ch TRANSCEIVER 57mm rnount, over 1000 sold \'!orldOG1DD Well maintained, suitable for early X-C pilot. ,·,ide - ask a happy UK user. Boom mic harness & world del SA 1270 
ElVario, radio, barograph , tow out, dust sheets. and State Park setting will make your visit memorable. 

(approx £500) l'I\",'w.byrongliding.com
Jim Stanley Phone +61 267697514 Fax +61 267697640Complete with trailer. Bargain £10 ,500 Tel: 02380 Fax (nel"l) +61 266847942 or e-Olaillankmcphee:«·bl gpond.com 

614935 
E-mail keepitsoaring@bigpond.(om 

Tel +61 428847642 • PO Box 657. Byron Bay. NSW. 2481 . Aust .www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring 

SF26 in good condition . Standard Panel, CofA (8 
months). Enclosed trailer. 887 hrs, 1057 launches. 
£2,5000no. Tel : 01652 658569 

KESTREL 19 excellent condition. Full competition 
panel incl. GPS linked to moving map & EW --e--.
TOWBARS TO TRUST
Barograph. Icom 720, slim parachute, water ballast , • EC Type Approved bo r~ usc a ll cor manufacturers fitting points 

• Fitting docs not affect the vehicle warrantycanopy cover, tow-out gear. Refurbished twin axle 
• Lifetime guarantee under the Wil1er Shield of Sokofy trailer. CofA May 2002. £10,500 Tel : 07802 300816 See Yellow Poges for your nearest specialist Fittc r o r ~tock i sl. 

WInER TOWBARS, CHESTER CH' JLLBREGUET FAUVETTE in ve ry nice condition. Sold Tel: 0 1244 405800 • Web· .......ww.wilfCr ·lowbon.co.uk 

with new ColA, near new radio. Fast wooden trailer. 
Vive la difference! £3,250. Tel/fax 01903 830689 

TWIN ASTIR excellent condition with excellent twin axle 
AMF trailer. Retract, water, oxygen. LX100 Audio Va rio, 
T/S front and rear. Sociable soaring with good x-coun PARAGLIDING and
try performance. £16,500. Tel : Gary 01844 346409 
Mobile: 07973 208820 Graeme: 01252 679101 PARAMOTORING 
SPORT VEGA 720 hours. One Old lady owner from The UK's leading team - all tuition is to 
new. Complete outfit including oxygen, AlH, Garmin British Association syllabus, 
95, AMF trailer, tow-out gear. Easy to rig. delight to fly. 
Excellent condition. £9,850 Fax: 01258 817771 Email : 
nick. snook @tesco.net KITESURFING 

Sales and Tuition in Brighton 
er if required. £10,500 Tel: 01494535005 
K 13 New CofA, very good condition, instruments, trail

SKY SYSTEMS LTDFull set of covers - wing, fuselage and tailplane for 
Nimbus 2, modified, will fit 15m. In bleached calico  66 Woodbourne Avenue, Brighton BN 1 8EJ 
the best material as new. Offers around £400. Contact Tel: (01273) 556695 Fox: 01273 566330 0 

Angus Fleming on 0148872224 Email : office@skysystems.co.uk 

ASW15B excellent condition. 1973. Very low hours WWWoskysystemsocoouk
and launches with AIT hook. Full panel including 
blumenauer director, FSG 40 radio, GPS 90 and 
oxygen. One man tow, very comfortable parachute 
and fibreglass trailer. £10,750. Contact Tim (H) 
01529 413145, (M) 07946 653681 or e-mail 
608 @timdee.freeserve.co.uk COVERS FOR SAILPlANES 
LS4 superb condition .1982.Full competition panel , 
Varcom, AlH, Schofield trailer. Based HB.£19,950 Wl:ly be afraid of dust, rain , snow or ice? 
ono for quick sale. Oxygen and parachute Protect your airplane with effective covers 
negotiable. Derek Abbey 01332 391613 derek from Sweden. All covers are made of white
abbey@tinyworld.com.uk <mailto:391613. derek

waterproof web, 120grm. Double tread. Underabbey @tinyworld .com.uk> 
side with condensation net. Easy to wash. I 
will send product and materials information if 
you wish .

GLIDING OPPORTUNITIES IN SPAIN 
For more information contactDISCUS B (winglets) with Towing.-Car available for 

lars-Erik 810m 
from any centre. 

rental, gives you the opportunity to fly over and fly 
fax 46504-491 69 e.mail confurn@lelia.com 

<maillo:confurn@lelia.com>CROSS-COUNTRY TRAINING and Familiarisation 
ConFurn Design AD SWEDENFlights with Nimbus 4DM 

Inlernet www.conlurn.se <hllp:/lWww.conlurn.se/
For full information contact: condor@grn.es 

AIR EST SERIlICES proposes his selection of gliders and motorgliders 
ONE SEATER 
LAK 12 WIth Closed trailer 300 h, UK registration . . £I4,GOO 

Mini Nimbus 2400 h with dosed ttaller , .. ...... .£l1,sao 

Ka 6e very nice Included open trailer .. . . .. ..... .P,BOO 

Libelle H201 b, gOOd condition closed trailer. 
Prtvate glider ........ .. . .. . .. ....... .. .£I,!OO 

Speed Astir. very nice closed trailer. 
UK registration private gilder .. . . . . , . .. _. . . , , .£1,500 

Cirrus 1984, 1341 h, no trailer . .. .. .. . _, , , .... _. . £7.GOO 


Vencus 816,6m - 189Oh-pr1Vate-GPS-Zander 940 ... ..£25.100 


TWO SEATER 
Mal'lanne 19871900 h, WHF 760 ch. Cood 

condition no trailer . .... . ... ... . _.... ... _..£17.sao 

SlIene 1200 h with trailer nice condition . . . . . .. .£10,100 

ASK 13 several for sale_ 

Information and photo on request 

MOTORGLIDER 
Choice between SF 25 BIIC SF 28 

ASK 14 only 638 h since new, with open trailer . ....£11.100 

EngineHirth F10 for ASK 14 or SF 2SA ..............£2.100 

SUNRISE UL only 36h, closed trailer glide ratio 
1119 safety chute . .. , . . _.. ... _.. .. , . ... ... ,£tS.OOO 

SILENT IN new an used since ... . . ..... . ... .. .. £21.000 

,',
One Person Assembly DoilY 

Knocks dOltm 
mto 3 pieces.- _;;:!lIt., lits 2x211 opening. Standard dolly & 
wlngtray. S1145.00 Can. plus S&H. 
\'I'M'!.l'lingdolly.reach.llet. Phone Udo in 
Canada 613 475 4009 Or by post 
154 Elizabeth St. . Brighton. Dnt. KOK 1HO 

Sky\Nings 
is Ihe official monthly magazine 01 the 


Brrlish Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association . 

£27 per annum subscriplions from 


BHPA, The Old SchOOlroom, Loughborough Road, 

Leicester. England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 0116 2611322 


hltP:lllesl.ebrd.comlskywingslhome.html 


ASW 24 E W/L, Nov 90 for sale. No more relrieves. 
Fly home when the lift runs out. Self launching. 
4kts climb rate, 300 launches, 780 hours, full panel , 
incl. SOl C4 flight computer, Becker radio, Cobra trail
er, wing covers, towing out gear. 3 year CoA. Outfit is 
in excellent condition and ready to fly. Price/details 
contact Ernst: Tel/Fax 02476 382 190. E-mail 
Ernst.Specht@talk 21 .com 

T-HANGARS 
Built to any specification for 
all gliders and light aircraft 

~ 
For quality 
hangars 
delivered and 
er cted all Chris 

Tel: 01295 262424 
fax: 01295 262422 
e-mail: chris.croukamp&.{)btinternet.com 

Don't forget AIR EST SERVICES can find, for VOLl, in France, Cermanv. _ . the gliderlmotorglider of VOLir dreams 


Phone 00 333 87 63 22 42 • Email air.est.serllices@wanadoo.#r • FIIX DO :S:S ~ 87 6:S 91 48 
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VENTUS B TURBO 16.6M, excellent condition, 
low hours. AMF trailer and tow out gear. Available 
with instruments, aerograf barograph and A14 
oxygen if required . 0468688873 bob.nicholls @ 
powertech.co.uk. 

KESTREL 19, Professionally fettled . Fun to fly and 
serious performance (900km in a weekend). Peschges 
VP6, GPS, artificial horizon , mini T&S, Bohli. oxygen, 
tow-out kit , Thomas parachute, easy rigging aids and 
good metal trailer. £12,500. Tel : 01944 768275. 

One-third share or two one-sixth shares for sale In 
Lasham-based ASH25. Regularly flown by only 2 syndi
cate members. John Partridge 01252 628937 (eves) or 
01252872288. Email cjp@sonardyne.co.uk preferred. 

LS8 15M Superb condition, low hours. S-Nav, ASI, 
Altimeter. Immaculate SChofield trailer/fittings, covers, 
full towout gear. £37,175 tel: 01442 862577 

MINI NIMBUS complete outfit, 720 radio, LX1000 
Flight Director, parachute, barograph, oxygen , tow-out 
gear. Metal trailer, CofA. £14,000 Tel: 01452 741'022 

K6CR professionally refurbished 1994 including recov
er. Basic instruments plus audio. GPS. barograph, 
Co fA. Wooden trailer. £4,000 ana Tel : 01977 517524 
or 0113 2823852 

LlBELLE 201 B. Very good condition, artificial horizon , 
Cambridge variometer, averager/speed director, oxy
gen, radio, tow out gear. Good metal trailer. £9,750. 
Tel: Barry on 01905 772442 

DG101G world championship glider (Peter Masson) 
fully competition equipped/towout gear/trailer. 
Lasham £7,250 half share, quarter share possible, 
Richard Ambler 07801823271 

NIMBUS 4 TURBO Good condition. Cambridge S 
NAV/GPS. Winter Varia. Becker, Bug Wipers , para
chute. Good Komet Trailer. Tow out gear. Best offer 
over 59k secures. Tel: 01525 222887 

ASH 25 1/4 share in 3 man syndicate, based Lasham. 
Tel : John Bailey 01732 461431 

Designed to easily produce High and CONTROLLABLE 
launches every time with non-profe••ional drivers. 

Please contact us for a 
Video or Demonstration 

Ventus 2CT - 1995, 700 hours. Comes with 
15f18m tips and a long list of factory options. 
Cobra trailer and tow-out kit. Glider is in 
Immaculate condition, having been fully main
tained by main agent and never damaged. Hull 
and trailer available September, instruments by 
negotiation. Lasham based , contact Patrick on 
01256 862420, 07836 357394 or 
pnaegeli @dc.com 

ASW20, £12,900, low rours, good condition, fully 
instrumented including horizon , t&s, Dittel radio, ILEC 
computer vario with GPS link, Garmin with EW con
nection, superb aluminium trailer. also option of oxy
gen and parachute. Tel: 01908 562 592 

DG-202f17. Excellent condition. 1344 hours. 556 starts. 
Electric vario, radio, Bohli, nose tow hook. GPS, Logger, 
oxigen, barograph, tow out gear, full rigging. all techni
cal notes (even optionals) , trailer, several spares. 
£17,000. Tel. 34-91-3366486 or 34-91-4737511; fax 
34-91-3322560. e-mail : pjcavero @nivel.euitto.upm.es 

LS8-18 Comp no. LS8. For sale with or without Cobra 
traiter and instruments. Full kit, including covers , tow 
out gear, bug wipers etc . Available end of August . 
Contact David Allison (07880 783635) or Steve 
Thompson (01403891752). 

NIMBUS 3 with many extras. Metal trailer, instru
ments, oxygen, towing out gear etc. £28,0000no can 
be seen at Denbigh A/F. D.B. James, Cefn Coch 
Conwy Tel: 01492 585130 

VENTUS B 16,SM. Full panel , oxygen, new canopy 
and trailer, One man tow-out gear. £18,000 ono. Tel : 
(Daytime) 01923 254499 (Home) 0142084644 

ASW15B New Schofield trailer with easy rig gear. 
01663 750448 Thursday to Sunday or email nigel
page@compuserve.com for details. 

DG400 SLMG. Complete outfit , ready to fly and avail
able immediately. £39000. Tel: 01270 842967 

"It's like going up on Rails" 

ANOTHER WINCH JUST DELIVERED TO BANNERDOWN 

Tel.: 44(0) 1939'235845 Fax: 44(0) 1939'234059 

DG200 Lasham. Sound gelcoat, excellent condition, 
full panel, radio, oxygen. 1990 hours, 1327 launches. 
Sprung u/c, metal trailer, barograph. £12500 ono. Jill 
01428712587 or pat@haneys.fsnet.co.uk 

STD CIRRUS, Grob built, new CofA, good condition, air
brake mod, GPS/logger, GO chute, Borgelt B20 
varia/flight director, oxygen, 720 channel radio, trailer. 
£10 750. Tel: 01454 329751 or b.smyth@cableinet.co.uk 

M100S Good condition. Excellent First Single Seater, 
easy rig. Better than a K6, XK10 + Averager, 
Barograph, Towing out gear. Closed trailer. £3250. 
Tel : 07971 403270 

Wanted 

WANTED Covered K8 Trailer , preferably metal. 
Roadworthy (with brakes) and waterproof . Please 
contact Peter Clayton 0131 3374846 Email : pgclay
ton @talk21.com 

ROYAL DEESIDE 

WAVE GLIDING SPECIAL 

at the 

Loch Kinord Hotel *** 

G.I~S. \;7" 04. ;90' W002" ;.1.699' 

Only I.; miles from the 

DEESlDE GLIDING eLliB 


7 NIGHTS BED and BREAKFAST 
from £11Opp 

Offering comfortable accommodation , 
good food, R\:alAles and a fUle 

selec.tion of Malt Whisky to enjoy 
beside real log tires . (Daily rates 

available) 

FURTIlER GROUP DISCOUNTS FOR 

PARTIES lO+ 


Telephone 013398 85229 
www.lochkinord.com 
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SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
THE IDEAL MOTORGUDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

-~ 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 

GMBH 
D-R~ 22 1 l)acli:H1 , ALI~lI SI - p raI17.- ~I" , 2.~ 

Tel: 00-19 Hl .1 1-720H:\ o r - ZOH I • Fa x -7:\6')H~ 

UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 
Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 873214 

.... 

I 


CO 

(J) 


Wells Design Ltd 01608 685790 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 

INSURANCE? 


Contact: 

Tony Fidler 


Glider pilot for 35+ years 

40+ years insurance 


experience 

Telephone/fax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 

Spalding, Lines PE12 90B 


Tel: 01406 362462 

Fax: 01406362124 


THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

p~ 

Increase your airtime 

The best of Ridge Soaring from 


Southerly through to North Easterly 


Scratch the Ridge with confidence 

Large Airfield at the base of the hill 


Scotland's ,Premier Training Site 

Training Courses for 2001 


May to October 

Clubhouse accommodation, caravan and camping space 

Call Irene on 01592 840543 

The Scottish Gliding Centre 


Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell ICY 13 9JJ 

Web http://www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 


email: oHice@portmoak.force9.co.uk 


COMPUTER lOGKEEPING 

* LogStar GC * 
Buy or Lease according to 


Your Annual Launches 

Contact us or see web for details


* Personal Logbooks * 
£25 Free demos on web 

Pay by Credit Card Tel: 01329 221992 

Web: www.turnpike-technics.co.uk 


Email: Sales@turnpike-technics.co.uk 


73 Old Turnpike, Fareham, Hants, UK P016 7HF 
Also available from Nevynn International 01623 634437 

Shenington Gliding Club offers Individual Tuition 
with Bruno Brown. Specialising in: 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 

INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 


GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 


All courses will be tailored to your own requirements 
but will include: 

,/ STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 
,/ LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 
,/ UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH UNDER

STANDING IS BEITER 


Talk to Bruno on 

01295 258700 
e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 
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PRICE CHECKFE 
airplan flight equipment G PS 
~ All prices Include VAT 

--~~------~~---~~--~--------
GPSll £145 


GPSllXL £lOS 

II PI ... £199
~ NEVV III Plus 055 


Colour Street Pilot £715 

GPS Etru £1 19 


GPS Euel( Summit £229 

Etrex Vista DeLux £369 


GPS Emap Int £ll 9 

GPS Emap Deluxe Int 049 


n 
GPS91 039 


GPSI9S £699 

GPS III pilot £455 


GPS29 5 £111 9 


1 n 
Icom IC-AlE £3 1 9 

Icom IC.AllE £349 
Icom IC-AIIO (51 9 

Microair 760 VHF 
Transceiver 

Built by pilots, for pilots, the Mkroair 

760 offers all the features of larger and 
 Slingsby Sailplanes 
more expensive panel-mount 	 I - -- ••~---=Martin Simons 
transceivers in a package that is both 	

~__ 1~.~A comprehensive history I' N.E~ • 
more compact and more economical 

describing every Slingsby sailplane than you might expect! Designed to fit 

into a standard 21/4" (S7rnrn) and glider design from the 1931 

instrument cut-out and only 6. lin British Falcon to the Vega. The 

(1,70rnm) deep with connector, [his is illuminating text is backed up with 

the radio fo"r even the most snug cockpit extensive photographs and 

and its particularly low power 
 draWings from the original
consumption makes it suitable even (OJ" workshop plans. Thanks to a bulk 
aircraft with a 'limited electrical system. 

purchase by AFE this tribute toThe two lirie back-lit display shows the 

active and standby frequency (with a 
 Britain's main. and often only. 

flip-flop t: hangeover), there are 25 manufacturer of gliders and 

memory channels - one of which can sailplanes is now available at a 

be designated as a priority channel, special price while stocks las·t. 

selected with a single button pres·s 
and a two place intercom capability with 
 SUNGSBYSAIL 
side tone. The LED alert light has four 	 HangSim Simulatorl~ l14.95 "flVAT 
modes, including a solid red display A flight simulator dedicated to the 
during transmit, changing to a blinking save £251 lighter end of flying! There are no
red to indicate a possible stuck open 

heavy-metal machines here, butmic if a transmission lasts longer than 

40 seconds. All these features and more 
 instead a choice of 12 hang gliders, 
point to a sophisticated and user-friendty paragliders, micro lights or sailplanes 
radio that sets new standards for and gliders. With a wide range of 
inexpensive panel-mount transcervers. scenery and tasks this is the flightGARMAX GPS Software 
• 118.000 - 136.975 MHz with 	 simulator for those pilots who wantA cost-effective moving-map 

25kHz spacing to get as close as possible to puredisplay for non-aviation Garmin • Flip-flop frequency selection flight with variable weather (includingGPS units, includes UK• 	 25 pilot programmable memory 

channels competition airspace, class B 
 mountain and valley effects) flight 

analysis, and a range of training. free • 	 12 watts PEp, power consumption gliding areas, prohibited zones 
typically 87mA on receive night and competition modes.and other selected airspace and 

• 	 CAA approved, I'M immunity turning point lists. The turning Minimum system requirements: 
compliant points can be defined by the Windows 95/98, 64MB RAM, 

• Weighs just 140z (400g) user and airspace updates are Pentium 166, video card, 250MB 
• 	 12 month warranty 

available. Suitable for Garmin free hard disk space and joystick. 
MICROAIR760 12, I2XL, II plus and III plus. HANGSIM £34.99 
£659.00 Inc_VAT ReqUires PC cable. Inc.VAT 

GARMAX 
£~ £44.95 Inc.VAT~.EVV 

The UK Aeronautical Information Manual 
(UK AIM) 

The source documentation for the UK 
A.IM (the Air Navigation 
Order, the Aeronautical 
Information Publication 
and Aeronautical 
Infonnation Circulars) cost 

up to £700 a year to 
purchase and 
maintain. 

nil VAT 
Now every pilot can have instant access to the information they need to fly safely and legally, and 
instead of rely ing on the 'club expert' or well -intentioned 'this is what I do' advice, pilots can check 
for themselves and protect chemse lves. Compiled sole ly from official sources, the UK Aeronautical 
Information Manual condenses thousands oJ pages of aeronautical information into a 540 page softback 
book compact enough to fit into a.ny flight bag. To be republished annualty, this will be the 'pilot's bible' 
that no aviator will feel safe without. 

Call for your FREE 
Summer Supplement 

catalogue 



SOUTHERN SAILPLANES 

GLIDER REPAIRERS 


MODIFICATIONS 

MINOR MODS, WINGLETS, WING EXTENSIONS 


TURBO ENGINE INSTALLATIONS 


REPAIRS ON ALL TYPES 

INSTRUMENTATION & OXYGEN EQUIPMENT 


CAMBRIDGE, PESCHGES, WINTER, BECKER, ILEC, ICOM, RC ALLEN, 

AIRPATH/CANNULA MASKS AND LIGHlWEIGHT KEVLAR BOTILES 


WE CAN OFFER A COMPLETE SYSTEM PACKAGE TO SUIT YOUR 

REQUIREMENTS 


TOP QUALITY REFINISHING 

LARGE CURING FACILITY TO POST CURE ANYTHING FROM SMALL 


COMPONENTS TO WHOLE WINGS, FUSElAGES, ETC. 


GLIDER AND MOTOR GLIDER PARTS 


COBRA TRAILERS 

(including spares and support) 


A RANGE OF USED SAILPLANES FOR SALE 


WE ARE PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE OPEN CLASS 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS AT LASHAM TIllS SUMMER 


We feel that Lasbam, like Southerll Sailplanes, offer an unrivalled ervice in UK 

and are happy to sponsor this event 


GLIDER INSURANCE 

We have entered an arrangement with a Uoyds broker which enables us to offer 

insurance cover avoiding most of the pitfalls which have become evident in the 


last few years 


We are agents for Schempp-Hirth sailplanes and motor sailplanes 

From the Discus-2 to the Nimhus-4DM we can supply a sailplane to suit your needs 


SOUTHERN SAILPLANES 

email: office@sonthernsailplanes.free erve.co.uk 


Tel: 01488 71774 Fax: 0148 72482 

Mobiles: 07808 328747 and 07774429404 


-- ~ - -- 
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